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PREFACE. 



The work now presented to the public was v'^^ 
originally announced by the Committee ap- 
pointed by the General Body of Ministers 
of the Three Denominations, in and about 
the Cities of London and Westminster, &c 
In their last circular, the Committee l^hus 
expressed their reasons for relinquishing the 
intended publication : " The historical re- 
lation of these deplorable events, which the 
Committee had announced and prepared, 
they have determined not to publish ; be- { 
cause, though substantially correct as far as j 
it embraced the subject, and as far as facts 
could be collected under the reign of terror, 
there was an inevitable incorrectness in some i 

of the minor details ; and because from the 
mass of documents since obtained, it is i 
evident that the work would have been ex- | 
ceedingly incomplete. While they have ^jv^ 
therefore thought it their duty to withhold \ ) 
an imperfect narration, they hope and ex- 
pect that a fiill and authentic statement 
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|0l will be presented ix> the public by a mem- 
ber of their body." 

On a subject which had excited so much 
discussion, it appeared important that the 
truth should be ascertained and established* 
The fact of the persecution was also connected 
with those events which have changed the 
religious state of Europe, and with the as- 
cendancy of a party from whose principles 
and policy Europe may yet apprehend fresh 
agitation. Further, it formed a striking 
feature in the history of Protestantism, as 
well as of that of the reformed churches of 
France. 

After the decision of the Committee, the 
i \ \ Author, who had been requested to arrange 
^ I for the press the papers in their possession, 
I found himself charged, not only with those 
! / materials, but with a vast quantity of addi* 
\^^ tional evidence, furnished by persons of the 
; \ first respectability, and obtained on a visit to 
i Ithe South of France; and at the desire of 
many of his brethren, he undertook to pre- 
pare a history of the sufferings, and a defence 
/of the conduct of the persecuted and calum- 
-" niated Protestants. 

Delay has been unavoidable. An earlier 
publication would have deprived the work 
of essential testimony; and even now it ap- 
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pears too near the period of the events it 
records to have all the advantages of an 
entire disclosure. 

It is no longer possible to deny the 
reality of the sufferings of the Protestants. 
The declarations of the French government^ 
and of some members of the British minis- 
try, as well as the trials of several of the 
principal agents of the persecuting faction, 
have rendered doubt both criminal and ab- 
surd. After the perusal of these volumes, the 
public will be satisfied that those sufferings 
exceeded both in degree and duration the 
most afflictive statements that have hitherto 
transpired. 

To those persons who have admitted 
that great calamities have been endured 
by the Protestants, but have denied to / 
their sufferings the character of religious/ 
persecution, it may not be improper to ob- 
serve : that the principles of the Reform- 
ation, must ever expose their professors to / 
the hatred of those who advocate, either' 
from interest or inclination, the cause of 
mental slavery. It is certain that it was 
rather the spirit than the doctrine of the 
Reformers that was persecuted by the 
princes, and priests, and courts of Europe. 
It was not for the holin^s of their lives. 
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nor the fervor of their devotions, that the 
Lutherans fell by the sword of Charles V., 
the Calvinists by the daggers of Charles IX., 
and the Nonconformists by the " Acts" of 
Charles IL It was not tlie serious piety 
of the Huguenots that the " League" 
tendeavoured to extinguish, or that the 
Revocation of the edict of Nantes was de- 
signed to exterminate. In fact, there was 
never less appearance of religious faith or 
feeling among the Protestants than when 
the fetes of Paris prepared the massacre 
of the St Bartholomew. Multitudes were 
butchered by the Guises, and dragooned by 
Louis XIV., who would not have been con- 
^ f'^N^ sidered pious, by those who now refuse to 
I '. i their descendants the honour of religious 
f- d--' persecution. 

Politics have almost always borne some 
share m the causes of religious struggles. 

/Daniel was not really persecuted for his 
faith : his faith was the secret cause of 
his advancement; but it was because he 
/governed, not because he prayed, that he 
^ was attacked ; and his enemies found occa- 

/sion against him in his religion, because 
every other pretext failed. The author has 
endeavoured, however, to abstain from all 
political controversy, and even as much as 
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possible from political allusions. He has 
equally endeavoured to avoid giving offence 
to those whose sentiments may not be in 
harmony with his own. It is still possible 
that something stronger than censure may 
be the reward of trouble and labour not 
easily to be appreciated; but he is accustom- 
ed rather to take counsel of his conscience 
than his convenience, and he is prepared for 
the result 

London^ Aprils 1821. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INT&ODUCTrOK. — SITUATION OF THE PROTESTANTS FROll 
THE REVOCATION OF THE EDICT OF NANTES TILL THBJ 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE REVOLUTION. — LISTS OF VIC«* 
TIMS. FEMALES CONFINED IN THE TOUR DE CON- 
STANCE. MARTYRDOM OF M. DESUBAS. -r THE CAVERN 

OF PLAN DU BAY. — THE HONNETE CRIMINEL. — - THE 
DESERT.— MOTION OF M. BRETIGNIERE IN THE PARLIA^ 

MENT OF PARIS. REIGN OP LOUIS XVf.— EFFORTS IN 

FAVOUR OP THE PROTESTANTS. —-M. LA FAYETTE. — EDICT 

OP 1787. 

A KNOWLEDGE of the pEst history of the de- 
partment of the Gard is absolutely necessary to 
a ju§t apprehension of recent events* These 
events are not to be ascribed to isolated enemies, 
nor to the force of accidental circumstances; they 
were the result of a formal plan to dishonour and 
oppress the Protestants, to destroy the charter, 
and to restore that system of intrigue, despotism, 
and inequality, which prevailed in church and 
state before the revolution. It is necessary to 
understand that they have been produced by a 
continuation and a revival of ancient causes, by 

B 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

some of the same agents, for the same objectiSt 
and by the employment of the same means. 

It is the more necessary, because the enemies 
and persecutors of the protestants have eagerly 
travelled back a quarter of a century, and have 
brought forward the first years, and scenes, of 
the revolution, to excite old prejudices, ma- 
lignant passions, expiring fanaticism, and to 
confound the words protestant and revolutionary 
in their most offensive acceptation. Of so 
much importance is a distinct and fair exa* 
mination of their conduct prior to the restora- 
tion, as affecting the reputation of protestantism 
as well as the character of those who embrace it 
in France, that some pages must be devoted to a 
refutation of the charges which ascribe to the 
protestants of the south : 

1. The excitement of the revolution. 

2. The assault and massacre of the catholics 
in the year 1790. 

And, 3. The abuse of political power, and the 
oppression of the catholics, from that period, till 
the murders and proscriptions of 1815. 

Before entering on this investigation, I shall 
recal, in as few words as possible, the situation 
of the descendants of the Huguenots before and 
at the period of the revolution. 

The edict of Nantes, declared to be perpetual 
by three successive monarchs, and shamelessly 
violated during the greater part of the reign of 
the last of them, Louis XIV., was finally revoked 
in 1685 ; and the protestants were left, as heretics, 
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SITUATION OP TttE tROfEST AN tS* 9 

to *uncovenanted mercies,' and to the covenanted 
vengeance of sanguinary laws and cruel per* 
secutors. 

The progress of knowledge, and the spirit of 
the age, softened, in some degree, the rigors to 
which the government consigned them ; but in 
the middle of the eighteenth century, when 
Whitfield and Wesley were preaching to large 
multitudes in the public places of England^ 
and laying the foundations of that system of 
propagation, which now embraces the whole 
empire, hundreds of their fellow protestants in 
France, were condemned by parliaments and 
intendants, to galleys and prisons, to tortures and 
scourgings, and to the loss of property and life ; 
and at a much later period, several of their mi* 
nisters were executed with public infamy. 

Resolved * not to forsake the assembling of 
themselves together,' they met in parties often, 
fifteen, or twenty, with the utmost secrecy, in 
the dens and caves of the earth, and under 
cover of the night. But the bloodhounds scented, 
tracked, and seized them j and as no privacy 
could promise security, they determined to meet 
beyond the walls of their towns and celebrate, in 
public, the worship of their God. In spite of all 
the sufierings that awaited them, they assembled 
in immense numbers, and with the greatest 
Order. The acts of the synods of Dauphiny 
and Languedoc on this subject, should be held in 
everlasting remembrance. 

Before loe are lists as honorable to th6 
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4 LISTS OF VICTIMS. 

devoted protestants, as they are disgraceful to 
their catholic governors. In one, I find the 
names of fifty-four persons, condemned to 
prison in 1746 ; besides those of eleven young 
females, who were taken from their parents, and 
fqf ced into different convents ; and those of 
mothers, (one aged 72) who were imprisoned, 
for not giving up their sons to vengeance, and 
their daughters to the cloister. In another list, 
I reckon eighteen who were sentenced to the 
galleys for their religion, in the year 174«5: 
among whom were a physician and two old offi- 
cers, knights of St. Louis — and in the same 
year, twenty-one meetings of protestants for 
public worship, (nine of them in the arrondisse- 
ment of Nismes) condemned to fines and costs, 
to the amount of 41,000 livres. 

It is impossible to read without horror the 
names of twenty-four innocent females, who, 
seized in their youth, had passed, some of 
them, twenty years between the walls of the 
Tour de Constance. What must have been 
the sensations of those who witnessed the 
actual sufferings of these helpless victims ? 
" I accompanied M. de Beauvais (said M. de 
Boufflers) in a recormoissance on the shores 
ofLanguedoc — we arrived at Aiguesmortes, at 
the foot of the Tour de Constance — we found 
at the entrance an officious jailor who, after 
having conducted us by some back and winding 
staircases, opened with a tremendous noise a 
•frightful door, on which we might have expected 
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to see the inscription of Dante. No language 
can describe the eftfect of a spectacle to which 
our eyes were unaccustomed; it was at once 
hideous and affecting, and disgust increased its 
horror. We saw a large round hall, deprived 
of air and light; fourteen women languished 
there in misery and in tears. The commandant 
could scarcely contain his emotion, and doubt- 
less, for the first time, these unhappy beings 
perceived compassion on a human countenance. 
I see them still. At this sudden appearance, they 
fell at our feet, bathed them with tears, attempted 
to speak but found only sighs, and at length, 
embdldened by consolations, related to us all at 
once their common sufferings. Alas ! it was all 
their crime that they were educated in the reli- 
gion of Henry IV. The youngest of these 
martyrs was nearly fifty years of age — she was 
only eight when they seized her, as she was 
going to the sermon with her mother, and her 
punishment had not yet terminated. 

^* I have also seen this Tour de Constance 
(says M. Boissy d^Anglas, addressing his child- 
ren*) ; it must excite in you a double interest, 
since the ancestor of your mother, accused 
of having attended preaching, and being con- 
fined there during her pregnancy, gave birth to 
a daughter, from whom you are descended. I 
declare, that nothing I have ever seen, was so 

* I congratulate the children of the friend and biographer of 
Malesherbes, that they live to see their father, Vice-President 
of the Bible Society established in Pam. 
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6 FEMALES CONFINED IN TOUR DE CONSTANCE.. 

calculated to insure ineffable remembrance. 
It was towards th^ year I763 ; five or six 
years before the circumstance related by M. de 
Boufllers, and so honorable to M. de Beauvais. 
My mother had brought me to visit one of our 
relations, who resided a league from Aigues- 
mortes — she wished to see the unhappy victims 
of the religion we professed, and she took me 
with her. There were more than twenty-five 
prisoners ; and the description of their misery, 
by M. de Boufflers is but too exact; only instead 
of a simple gaoler, they were under the care of 
a royal lieutenant, who alone could open the 
Tour and give permission to enter. The prison 
was composed of two large round halls, one 
above another ; the lower room received light 
from the upper, by a circular hole about six 
feet in diameter, and the upper from a similar 
hole, made in the terrace which formed the 
roof. The fire was lighted in the centre ; the 
smoke could only escape through openings, by 
which air and light, and unhappily with them rain 
and wind, were admitted. I saw the prisoner who 
had been shut up since she was eight years old. 
Thirty-two years she had been there when I 
saw her, and she had been there thirty-eight 
when she was liberated. Her mother died in 
her arms some time after their captivity — her 
name was Mademoiselle Durand.'* 

I dare not attempt to sketch merely an outline 
of the bitter sufferings, cruel tortures, and glo- 
rious deaths, which compose the annals of this 



MARTYRDOM OF M« D^SVBAS. ^ 

period. A few facts, illustrative of the various 
modes of persecution I cannot omit. 

M. Desubas, an excellent and zealous ministert 
twenty-six years of age, was arrested December 
11th 1745, at d'Aggrene, and the next day a 
lieutenant and thirty men conducted him to Ver- 
noux. Some protestant peasants, informed of 
the seizure of their minister, assembled on the 
route, without arms, to implore his liberation ; 
the only answer was, a discharge of mu$ketry. 
Six were killed and four were made prisoners. 

Arrived at Vernoux, the tidings spread, and 
the poor people, alarmed for the life of their 
pastor, collected in crowds. Old men, women, 
and children, united in tears and intreaties for 
their beloved M. Desubas. Two of the catholic 
bourgeois gave them some hope of success, but 
it was only the more effectually to prepare their 
destruction. The escort and the catholics fired 
from the windows on a defenceless multitude, 
amounting to 2000 persons. Two hundred pro- 
testants were wounded, the greater part of them 
mortally, and thirty-six were killed. 

This wanton slaughter served rather to irri- 
tate than to intimidate the peasantry. The 
escort being small, and the population pro- 
testant, it appeared possible to rescue the 
minister and the other prisoners. They assem- 
bled from all parts ; the roads were covered, 
and their vengeance would have been terrible. 
The ministers, who were informed, threw them- 
selves into the midst of the people, moderated 
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8 MARTYRDOM OF M. DESUBAS. 

their rage, and prevented violence. At lengtli 
the prisoners arrived at Montpellier, where the 
states were sitting. M. Desubas was visited in 
confinement by several prelates, and especially 
by the bishop of the city, who spared no eflForts 
to induce him to change his religion. The ele- 
gance of his figure, the beauty of his person, 
the politeness of his manners, and the mildness 
of his address, won the esteem of the bishop ; 
but his unshaken firmness destroyed all hope of 
conversion. In January 1746 he was examined, 
and the seriousness of his deportment exhibited 
the principles of a good man, who knew and 
loved his religion, and produced in the minds 
of his judges, involuntary sympathy and respect. 

The intendant conjured him, in the name 
of that God before whom he was about to 
appear, to answer correctly. Having given 
the promise, he was asked " if the protest 
tants had not a common fund, a collection of 
arms, and a regular correspondence with Eng- 
land." Nothing of all this is true, said M. De- 
subas ; the ministers preach only patience, and 
fidelity to the king. " I am satisfied," said the 
intendant. 

When sentence of death was pronounced on 
the martyr, he alone appeared unmoved. He 
was executed on the 1st of February on the 
Esplanade, before an immense concourse of 
people. He came from the prison with his feet 
bare, and only clothed in a pair of drawers and 
a flannel waistcoat without sleeves. According 
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to the established custom, two drums beatin- 
eessantly * ; but though no words could be heard, 
the tranquillity which sat upon his brow, and the 
radiance which beamed from his countenance, 
commanded the admiration of the spectators ; 
and the feeling was increased when they saw 
him kneel at the foot of the ladder, and observed 
the devotion with which he prayed. He was 
detained on the second step, to witness the con- 
flagration of his books and papers j he threw 
from him the crucifix which the Jesuits wished 
him to kiss, and entreated them to let him die 
in peace ; and then ascending the ladder, he 
displayed to the last moment such constancy 
and piety, that many, both protestants and catho- 
lics, melted into tears. 

In the Plan du Bay, an estate belonging to 

M. de Montroud, was a natural cavern, formed 

in a rock. The protestant peasants, finding 

there shelter from the rain and the cold, swept 

it out'^d rendered it comfortable, and on one 

occastbn they passed their time in reading to 

each other the sacred scriptures. This circum- 

stance came to the knowledge of the parliament 

of Grenoble, and that grave assembly, by a 

pompous decree, converted this simple cavern 

into a temple of worship, and, because it could 

not be destroyed in any other way, ordered it 

to be filled and walled up. M. Montroud had 

neither attended any assembly, nor opposed any 

* It appears that it was a good old catholic usage, whick 
the infidel Santen*e observed at the execution of Louis XVI^! 
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law } but he was involved in the pretended crime 
of his peasants, cited before the parliament, and 
ordered to prison without being informed of his 
ofience. His friends solicited a trial, and he 
assured the parliament^ that as the meeting in 
the cave had been held without either his 
knowledge or connivance, he could neither 
have prevented it, nor have informed the go- 
vernment. Notwithstanding the strength of this 
defence, and the absence of any charge against 
him, he was condemned to a fine of a thousand 
crowns — made responsible for those levied on 
his tenants — and obliged to forfeit to the crown 
his seignoriai revenues and rights. He paid the 
thousand crowns with the hope of retaining his 
liberty ; but a lettre de cachet was issued, and 
the Mar6chaussee, without further formality, con- 
ducted him to the prison of Cr^t, from wheiicCji 
it is not known that he was ever released. 

M. le Mar6chal de Mirepoix arrived in Lan» 
guedoc for the first time, as commandant of the 
province in 1755. He was soon advised by the 
priests of Nismes, to arrest srome of the richest 
protestants of the country, who frequented the 
religious assemblies, and to make the expulsion 
of the pastors the price of their liberty ; ^* this 
is the only method (said they) to make the pro- 
testants send away their ministers themselves." 
The advice was accepted; many respectable 
protestants were seized, and among others |^ 
Pa^, a merchant of Nismes, an old gentleman 
eighty years o£ age. He was arrested by the 
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military at the desert, about half a league from 
Nlsmes. To compel him to walk faster, they 
beat him unmercifully, till he sunk beneath their 
blows. 

His son, twenty-eight years old, presented him- 
self to the soldiers ; " Gentlemen, (said he) my 
father, enfeebled by age, will die under your 
strokes j he is not able to walk ; set him at 
liberty, and I surrender myself prisoner in his 
stead/' They acceded, dismissed the father, 
and carried away the son. 

At Montpellier he was taken before the 
council ; M. le Marechal de Mirepoix and M. 
de St. Priest, intendant, presided, and, shame 
on human nature, this devoted son was cou- 
demned to the galleys, and remained in chains 
till 1766 ; when M* le Due de Choiseul, being 
informed of the circumstance, obtained his li- 
beration. The fact was so striking, that M. de 
Falbaire composed from it a play, called the 
Honn^te Criminel. The father was represented 
under the name of Lisimon, and the son under 
that of Andre. The play was first acted at the 
house of the Duchess d' Aiguellon ; she made 
all the spectators subscribe towards a purse for 
Fabre, who had been ruined by his persecutors ; 
and the afiair attracted so much attention, that 
the piece was afterward performed in the theatre 
of M. le Due d'Orleans at Villers Cotteret, and 
in 1778 at Versailles. 

When they thus ventured to worship publicjy 
in the neighbourhood of Nismes, they usually 
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frequented two spots, about half a league dis-^ 
tant. In the winter they assembled on the bed 
of a mountain torrent; on the declivity of the 
hill, the stones formed seats, open to the sun and 
sheltered from the winds* The pulpit was at the 
bottom, and the pastor could be heard by all the 
people collected on the vast amphitheatre. Five, 
six, and on the festivals, ten and fourteen thou- 
sands, attended. In the summer the place of 
meeting was an ancient quarry, called the Echo. 
A delightful shade and a refreshing coolnesi^ 
enabled the faithful multitude to attend with 
pleasure in that hot climate, to the preacher's 
discourse. The entrance is by a narrow pass, 
and here was placed the pulpit. The excava- 
tion widening on either side, formed an area, 
where thousands of attentive hearers were 
arranged, whose parasols, of various colours, 
formed a vault, not much in harmony with the 
wildness and majesty of their temple. 

In company with the relatives and descen- 
dants of the martyrs, I visited the desert 
where these meetings were held, and from 
whence persons of all ages and sexes were 
dragged to prison and to death. A lady 
related to the injured Fabre, who has often 
worshipped in these hallowed scenes, was of 
our party. She has since lost her husband on 
the revolutionary scaffold, for opposing the 
death of Louis XVI. ; religious and political 
persecution have filled her soul with bitter re- 
collections, and she has need of all the energy 
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of the religion she einjoys, to maintain the bene- 
volence and amiableness which dignify and 
adorn the mild eveining of her useful life. A 
friend also accompanied us, who used to follow 
his father to these rocks : young and buoyant, it 
was his delight to climb their craggy sides, and 
from some commanding point, mark the pro- 
found attention with which the multitude 
hung on their pastor's lips, or watch for the 
approach of some hostile intruder. How much 
more sacred this desert than the splendid cathe« 
drals, silver roofs *, painted windows, marble / 
statues, and legendary pictures of a corrupt, 
superstitious, and persecuting church ! 

Nature seems to pay her homage to those prin- 
ciples which consecrated this spot to his worship, 
who " dwelleth not in temples made with hands,'* 
and to embalm with her sweetest odours the 
memory of the devoted worshippers. Lavender, 
mountain savory, southern wood, pellitory, balm, 
sweet-scented agrimony, and a great variety of 
aromatic and botanical plants, grow luxuriantly 
over the surface of the grey, and now untrodden 
stones ; and from the fissures of the rocks, the 
fig tree throws its umbrageous branches, and 
ofiers its delicious fruit. Screened by its broad 
leaf, and regaled by the fragrance of herbs and 
wild flowers, we sat and indulged in many interest- 
ing details which my memory will ever retain. 

* It is said the abbey of St. Denis was partly covered with / 
silver, and that Clovis II. ordered it to be stripped of its ^ 
coverings and the prodace to be given to the poor. 
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My father," said M. 



<< attended all the 




assemblies of which he had notice, in different 
parts of the country, and frequently when he 
left home on his horse, returned on foot, he- 
cause he had accommodated some feeble or aged 
protestant, or some party who had walked H 
much greater distance than himself. On one 
occasion we expressed some apprehension lest 
he should lose his horse, and our surprise that he 
should so frequently trust it in the hands of 
persons, strangers, or living at a distance. "Chil- 
\ \ dren,*' said he, " do not make me blush for you ; 
I should blush for myself, if I could harbour 
such suspicions ; no, those who dare to suffer 
thus for God and his religion, will not steal a 
horse/' 
In Languedoc, the dispositions of several 
\ of the authorities, favoured publicity earlier, 
r than in many other provinces. The pro- 
testants of Dauphiny, on the contrary, saw the 
parliament of Grenoble condemn to death, in 
1767, their pastor M. Berenger, for having 
; preached au desert. In the principalities of 
/ Sedan and Rancourt, they could not worship, 
H^ even secretly, before I778. At that period 
' their assemblies were denounced j and it was not 
■ till I78O that they ventured to organize a 
church. In Normandy they were treated still 
more rigorously ; the religious society of Dieppe 
was struck by lettres de cachet in I78O ; the 
iiduses of prayer were shut at Lunneray, and in 
-i-^ the neighbouring communes j and even in 1788, 
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M. Mordant was arrested for giving religious 
benediction, at Rouen, to a mixed marriage. 

In 1778, the miserable condition of the Pro- 
testants was discussed in the French parlia* 
ment. On the 15th of December, M. Bretig- 
td6re moved for some alteration of the laws* 
" Since 17^*0 (said he), 400,000 marriages have 
been solemnized in the desert, and their offspring ! 
afe illegitimate. It is not designed to favour the 
Zeroise of the pretended reformed religion, nor ^ 
to admit to public oflBces those who profess it ; but \ 
merely to obtain for them, what is granted to the ^ 
Jews throughout the kingdom — what Protest* | 
ant Princes never refused to Catholics — nor j 
even the Emperors themselves, to the Christians I 
whom they persecuted." — The parliament re- j 
fused, however, to entertain the subject, and, like = 
many former applications, from the most respect* 
able individuals and bodies, this appeal left the 
sword still hanging by a thread over the h^ads of 
multitudes, whoseonly crime was their religion . 

At length the splendid talents anTt&egSoerous 
labours of Turgot — Malesherbes — Rulhieres 
— Bretueil, and La Fayette, were employed to 
obtain for the Protestants a civil existence ; and 
it is remarkable, that these champions of religious 
toleration were the most enlightened friends 
and the most zealous servants of Louis XVI.— 
Turgot had struggled for the suppression of 
the oath ** to exterminate heretics,'' used in the 
ceremonial of the coronation. Louis took the 

oath^ but preferred the spirit of Turgot's resist- 
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ance to the letter of his own obligation, and the 
^ heretics were not destroyed. Breteuil thought it 
would honour both his ministry, and the reign of 
the young monarch, to legalize their existence ; 
i and he employed Rulhieres to maintain (so- 

phistically as I think), that Louis XIV. and 
Louis XV. did notintend to produce the effects 
! which resulted from their decrees. The pen of 

the virtuous Malesherbes, who defended Louis 
Capet before the awful convention, described the 
wrongs and advocated the rights of the devoted 
\ Huguenots. La Fayette, who afterwards ha- 
zarded his life and lost his liberty for the pre- 
servation of his &llen sovereign, gave to their 
cause all the weight of his abilities, and all the 
ardour of his character. Such a constellation 
could not fail to produce a more bright and ge- 
niaf atmosphere ; but it was to the Marquis de 
la Fayette that the rrotestants were especially 
indebted, for the &st act of liberal legislation 
^"^ wnicn rescued them from civil death. 

Inspired by a love of freedom, which consisted 

\ \ with the purest patriotism, he had already con- 

\ \ tended for the independence of the United States, 

• and established in America the reputation of 

. France. Fetes, addresses, and all the genuine 

■ demonstrations of national homage and gratitude, 

graced his return to his native country, where 

J he was beloved by the people and distinguished 

? by the court. But, instead of indulging in the 

i . enjoyment of a well-merited popularity, he im- 

itf ^ mediately devoted his talents and his influence 
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to promote^ in Europe, that sacred cause, for 
which he had fought and conquered on trans- 
atlantic shores; and scarcely was peace restored, 
when he began to combat the slave trade, to 
ameliorate criminal jurisprudence, and to de* 
mand religious liberty. 

In the spring ^f 1784, he set off on a delicate 
mission to the south of France 5 under pretence 
of promoting Oallo- American commerce^ he sent 1 * 
his friend Crouvion, to La Rochelle, Albi, and | i 
Montauban, and went himself^ to Cavignac, the 
Cevennes, and Nismes, 

It was there that he conferred with t he pa r 
triarchal Paul Rabaut and received his blessing j 
and having arranged the future plans to be 
pursued by his son Rabaut St? Etienne, he rcr 
returned to animate his friends at Versailles, 
and in the parliament of Paris. On his arrival, in ^ i 
the end of 1784, after a voyage to America, ? | 

which occupied seven months, the movement of 
the protestants had alarmed their enemies, and 
it was necessary to restrain the activity of the 1 | 

one, and to allay the jealousy of the other. ♦ -^^-^ 

* Extract of a lettSerfrom M. La Fayette to M. Rabaut 
St. Btienne. '< Paris, Jan. 4, 1785. 

'< I am not flatterer enough to encourage great confidence ; 
but, at the same time I inform you that I beliere the pre- 
sent reign cannot fail tp be favourable to you^ such are the 
paternal views of the King and the dispositions of his mini- 
sters. I do not think, however, that they will go far, and 
I advise you, at all events, to display tranquillity and satis- 
faetion« as the best means of attaWiing your end. You 
express f^ wish to come to Paris ; I am delighted with the hope 
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M. La Fayette has told me, affidrs were so little 

advanced at this time, that another step waa. 

thought gained, when he ventured to address a 

i letter to M. Fossart, as ^' minister of the gospel* 

Lyons/' : , 

Towards the end of 1785, M. La Fayette, in 

^ reply to a letter from Rabaut St. £tienne,t en-* 

r ^ ': couraged him to visit Paris ; and when he arrived 

I '^ he took him to thecountry-house ofMalesherbes, 

j I introduced him to the persons likely to be useful 

i j to his cause, advised him of the measures iq 

j_|^, contemplation, and of the memorials to be pre-» 




of cultivating your acquaintance ; and I have repeated this in 
each of my answers, though my last implied the propriety of 
delay. I had not then the idea of a deputation, or I shodd 
have represented to you, that this would excite your enenues, 
vrithout stimulating your friends — that it would embarrais 
the ministers — - and that the clergy would resist measures so 

. > public, though the more pious bishops are convinced, that the 

catholic religion even is interested in relieving you, not only 

\ because persecution does not proselyte, but especially^ that 

,^ ' itself may be tolerated in other countries. 1 am against a de^ 
putation for the present* I give you this opinion, lest we 
should misunderstand each other ; without that fear I should 
give it, from the interest I feel in }K>ur cause ; and» should 
this opinion change, I will offer another^ without fear of 
compromising myself*" 

f The feUowing is the conclusion of the letter, dated Oo*^ 
tober 7th, 1785 : 

** I preserve moat sacredly the letter with which you fa* 
voured me from Sarquemines. I trajoe with ddight characters 
written by a hand whos^ first effort was to found empires in 
the new woiid* and which will now be ^uployed to support 
the finest empire of the old," 
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pared. It was indeed a political pfaenomenoti ^ 
a deputy from those heretics, whom Louis XVI. 
had sworn to exterminate, visited in his humble 
apartment, H6tel de Nismed, rue Crenelle St* 
Honore, by the most illustrious men^ and invited 
as a Huguenot minister, proscribed by the laws, 
to a public dinner given by f he minister of the 
interior, on the day of the procession of the 
Cordons BleUs* 

In the mean time the assembly of the clergy, led 
on by the Archbishop of Narbonne and the Abb6 
L^Enfant, made exertions proportionate to the 
danger, loudly aiid warmly opposed the slightest 
amelioration, and demanded the total extirpation t . ? 

of heresy : the friends of religious libeirty in theiif 
turn redoubled their efforts ; nor were those e^ 
forts vain. The meeting of the notables, in 1787, ; 

was eventful ♦• M. de la Fayette proposed an ad- ' 

dress to the king in favour of the protestants j 
fortunately it was supported by the Bishop of 
Langres, the nephew of Malesherbes, and from •^^ 

^ It was at .this meeting that th^ cpn vocation of a natumaf 
assembly was first suggested by M. La Fayetti^. From the effec^t 
of these two words, uttered for the first time, and as if fron^ 
the clmidS) it would not 'htLve been imagined that, in about 
two* years, tbey would haye been repeated ^y erery mouth i^ 
France and in Europe. :V What, Sir," cried the Comte 
d^Artois, who was presideat pf the bureau, " do you demand 
th^ Stfltes General ?^* << Yes, Sir, and even more than that.'- 
^ JD6! you HHsh, then, that I should report to the l^vng, M. 
de la Fayette made a motion for the convocation of the States 
Creneral ?*' — ** Yes, Sir.V The silence was general, and the 
idea that had been thrown out, appeared at that period only 
aix intemperate sally. 

c 2 
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that circumstance was unanimously adopted? 
<^T am detennined, said he, by several motives 
diflS^ent from those of the Marquis ; I disap-* 
prove the scandal and the sacrilege of the 
I present system, and I prefer temples to secret 

meetings, and ministers to preachers/' Finally, 
-the edict of his Majesty was registered by the 
/parliament in November, in spite of the in- 
trigues and tears of the fanatics, and the declama- 
tion of DespremeniJ, who apostrophised, rather 
in anger than with piety, the crucifix which 
adorned the chamber of their sitting* Alas! 
how often and how wickedly is the cross invoked 
>N by looks and actions, which crucify the son of 
God afresh, and put him to open shame. Hap- 
pily, the gospel is redeemed from disgrace, by 
the involuntary and consistent homage of men, 
whose mercy and equity triumph over the cruel 
injustice of the pretended friends and the 
professional representatives of Christianity* In 
the cause of truth and liberty, no effort will be 
lost ; let its champions wear this motto embos- 
sed on their bucklers and engraven on their 
h^rts. 

In the preamble of the principal article of the 
'«dict of 1787 in favour of the protestants, it will 
be seen, not to what political rights they were 
admitted, but how low the spirit <rf intolerance 
had ^graded them. This preamble forms an 
/^apology for the tyrant Lo^is XIV. ; bears in- 
voluntary but honourable testimony to the 
rectitude of the sufferers, whom no rigors it 
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acknowledges could convert ; and formally avows 
that nothing is to be conceded "but what the 
right of nature will not permit a government to 
refuse, namely, the legal evidence of their births, 
marriages, and deaths.*' The edict was a benefit^ / 
which the weak government of Louis XVI. coti^ 
ferred, and the state of the country wrung from 
old and stubborn prejudices ; but while the 
reformed were still excluded from all offices in 
the judicature, and every place giving the right 
of {)ublic instruction ; while they were inter- 
dicted a social capacity to deliberate, or to hold 
property, they had much to receive from the / 
justice and liberality of the approaching revolu- 
tion. 

Without seats in parliament, places at courts 
or offices in the government, how could the pro- 
testants, a small minority, and but just possessed 
of legal existence, how could the protestants 
influence a national movement, or give an im* 
pulse to the parliaments, the magistracy, the 
clergy, and the public bodies, who began the 
struggle with the crown? The charge is sa 
absurd, that it could only be urged by the most 
desperate demagogues, to deceive the most igno- 
rant of the people. If they appeared as citizens 
at the breaking out of the revolution, it was- 
because opinion had branded a monstrous system 
of legislation ; but popular sentiments are not 
enactments. They had no rights ; they breathed 
indeed, but it was by a contravention of the 
laws ; it was by being guilty of a kind of sedip 

c 3 
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tioD, that tliey kept their children near them i 
and by a non^administration of the statutes 
that they did not fill the galleys and the gaols. 
Happy in escaping persecution, though marked 
ka its victims and every instant exposed, they 
would have feared to rouse their foes from their 
^lumbers, and to lose in a moment the comfort 
t>f even a preeariotis security; 
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CHAPTER II. 

Commencement of the revoi^ution, and meeting op 

the states general. declarations of the clbroyb 

•—declarations of the noblesse of lan6ued0c. — - 
union of the three orders at ni8me8. — activity 
of the men who afterwards persecuted the pro- 
TESTANTS, IN FAVOR OF THE REVOLUTION. CHOICE OF 

DEPUTIES. THEIR INSTRUCTIONS. — ADDRESSES TO THE 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY ON THE DEMOLITION OF THE 
BASTlLEy &C. — FORMATION OF THE NATIONAL GUARD. 

A POLITICAL reformation was the wish of all * ^^v 
France ; the impulse was general, and the pro* ! \J 
testants were identified \i?ith the catholic popu^^ j I ^ 
lation. The unanimity was demonstrated by 
authentic acts and public deliberations. The 
bailiwicks and s6n^chauss6es gave written in-^ 
structions to their represensatives in the States 
General, which was about to assemble; each 
order prepared, arid published separately its own/ 
The order of the clergy was in general cautious 
and intolerant in its meetings ; but ' though^ in 
many instances, it demanded the revocation of 
the edict passed in favor of the protestants in 
1787 — the exclusive right of the catholics to all 
public exercise of religion — the compulsion of 
protestants to baptize their children in the 
parochial churches — the prohibition of all inter 
or mixt marriages ; and though, in some places^ 

c 4 
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it demanded the censorship of the press — ^ thcJ 
preservation of aU the privUeges of the 8acrc<i 
corps — ^ and th€ voting by separate orders ; still,! 
in other provinces, it eicpressed opinions and 
"ivishes which are now considered criminal, and 
the odiimi of which it is attempted to throw 
fentirely on the protestants. 

The clergy of Autun " desired ardently that 
the national assembly should charge itself with 
the formation of a Constitution, and a charter 
'Which should include the rights of all :*' the 
clergy of Dijon declared, " that the nation has 
a right to assemble for the exercise and preser- 
vation of its rights, to choose freely its deputies^ 
and to regulate the taxes ; that all citizens are 
equally eligible to places and employments^ and 
that all may aspire to thiem^ according to their 
talents, their merits and their services. The 
clergy of Saumur resolved, " that the concordat 
between Francis the first and Leo the tenth 
should be abolished^ and that the liberty of 
elections should be established.'' The clergy 
of Auxerre were of opinion, " that no national 
law should be established and procl^med, with-^ 
out the authority of the king, and the free 
consent of the States GeneraL" The clergy of 
Lyons considered it " necessaiy to the establish- 
ment and promulgation of any constituticmal 
law, that it should be first, approved and ac- 
cepted by the States General, and sanctioned 
by the king." Others required the abolition of 
lettres de cachet and arbitrary taxation, the 
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election of p(^ular municipalities, the freedom 

of the person, and trial by jury. Such were 

the sentiments of the catholic clergy, and such I | 

their declarations * : ■— let the calumniators of i\i 

the protestants produce similar meetings and U \ 

declarations on the part of the calvinistic 

synods. 

The declarations of the nobles are before th^ 
world, but they may still surprise those who 
have been taught to believe that the revolution 
was hatched by the protestants, and effected by 
the lower classes of the people, seduced by 
wicked and treasonable writings. The noblesse 
of Languedoc will not b^ suspected ; but it is a 
fact, that they .were amongst the most zealous 
instigators of the revolution in the south, and 
that the very persons who, imder the mask of 
patriotism, afterwards dishonored a cause which 
they embraced with such apparent ardour, urged 
on so rapidly the course of affairs^ that the assist- 
ance of the protestants was scarcely necessary^ 
and almost superfluous. This desire of reform 
displayed itself at Nismes with as much enthusiasm 
as in any other city of France. A patriotic zeal, at 
that important epochs not only dictated the con- 
duct of the s6nechauss6e, but inspired the 
addresses of the nobles and the clergy. A pub^ 
lie meeting was held on the 5th December I788, 
in order to obtain a number of representatives of 
the tierS'Statf equal to that of the clergy and the 
nobles united. The royal lieutenant presided^ 

* See Resumd des cahiers et pouvoirs* &c. torn, i* 
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Baron Marguerite^ first ccmsul, took the lead in 
the discussion, and the citizens resdlved unani* 
mously, " that the object of the meeting should 
be pursued, and that the votes should be taken 
Bot in separate orders but together/' Tlie 
Jphraaes were sufficiently revolutionary, and the 
declaration was signed by 2000 persons ; among 
whom should be especially noticed, M. Vidal, 
Baron Cajlviere, and 5 MM. Froments, Their 
names will become important in the history of 
the revdution. 

On the^Sd of tlie same month, December 1788, 
the three orders, the clergy, the nobles, and the 
tiers^etat, met at the H6tel de Ville to consider <^ 
the propriety of calling a general meeting of the 
three orders osf the diocese of Nismes. ** O, my 
fellow patriots,'' exclaimed Baron Marguerite, 
^* let this day of unicm be memorable in our annals. 
Let us be Frenchmen, let us be only Frenchmen, 
let us think of nothing but the safety of the coun-» 
try, that each of us may be able to say to the 
impatient multitude, when we leave this hall, * I 
have seen an assembly of friends and of bro« 
thers*' "^ The bishop of Nismes expressed his 
wish for the convocation, the measure was 
adopted, and forty-eight deputies were chosen 
to attend the diocesan assembly, of whom eight 
were clergy, sixteen nobles, and twenty-four 
qommoners. Six commissioners were appointed 
to call the general meeting ; of these, two were 
protestants and four were catholics ; M. Vidal 



^ being of the number. The comoouissionerd ad» 
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dressed a letter to the citizens of Languedoc, 
and it is worth while tor notice the sentencei^ 
which follow : ^< these sublime and important 
discussions on the rights of man and of citizeni^ 
will produce the mosthappjr revolution*--^If the 
States General is composed according to the 
law of nature, the body of the nation will re- 
generate itself.'* The meeting of the three 
orders of the diocese was accordingly held 
December ^th ; the same sentiments were de^ 
clat'ed in favour of voting together in the States 
General, of pt)pular elections, and in fact> of 
every thing oii which the court and the people 
Were divided. Six commissioners were again 
appointed to carry into effect the resolutions of 
this meeting, among whom M^ ViDAi^ is again 
to be found. 

Such was the ^te of affiurs at th^ close of y^ 
1788. Protestants and catholics lived as brethren ; 
admitted into the nomination^, in {Proportion to 
'their numbers, and caressed by all the orders^ 
the fears of the former Were dissipated^ and the 
bigotry of the latter seemed lost beyond recovery. 
But let it be remembered, that the impulse which 
the protestants received, they could not, they 
Would not have given* Estranged in general 
from public business, they were not able to pro- 
duce a great eflfect ; and too full of the recollec- 
tion of sufferings, yet recent, they were not so 
impiiident as to provoke suspicion and ill will^ 
by attempting the political regeneration which 
Mcupied the public inind. 
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S8 Union of the three orders at nismes^ 

On the 17th of March J 789, the three orders 
of the senechauss6e of Nismes^ assembled by 
order of the king, to prepare their instructions 
and nominate their deputies. The Grand Senes*- 
V \ chal, the Marquis de Foumes, conducted the 
I \ proceedings: " At length/' said he, " the 
I \ ] period is arrived, when the pressure of the times, 
' and the difiusion of knowledge, appear to co*- 
;• operate in humbling the throne before reason 
i and natural right;" and at the conclusion of his 
\J speech, he thus addressed the commons ; " And 
\ you, third estate, on whom the hand of 
^ tyranny has pressed so heavily and so cruelly, 
\yo\i have so much the more right to expect an 
important change in your existence. The nation, 
\ m resuming its rights, wiU weigh your interests 
^*in the balances of reason and justice." Each 
order then proceeded to elect its deputies, and 
prepare their instructions. Two hundred and 
seventy-one members of the order of noblesse of 
Beaucaire and Nismes were present when the 
instructions were adopted ; instructions so en- 
lightened and patriotic, that justice requires 
the insertion of some of the articles. " The 
assembly (say they) being freely and legally 
constituted, the deputies shall demand and vote 
for a constitution, which shall establish the rights 
of the monarch and of the nation ; they shall 
demand personal liberty, the liberty of the press, 
the illegality of all taxes unless granted by the 
States Greneral ; that the nation be represented 
by the States General regularly summoned and 



CHOICE OF DEPUTIES. 29 

freely assembled ; that the tiers-etat shall have as 
many deputies as the clergy and nobles toge- 
ther; that in these meetings, votes shall be taken 
by heads and not by orders ; the legal respon- 
sibility and punishment of ministers.'' After 
reading these imperative demands, it will be in- 
ferred, that the revolution had commenced in 
Languedoc .; and that the noblesse of that pro- 
vince, among whom were very few protestants, 
had no need of the illuminations of Calvin to 
render them hostile to the existing government. 

The jtiers-etat appointed commissioners to pre- 
pare instructions for their deputies ; and among 
these was one protestant, the celebrated Rabaut 

Eti^np t He had been at Paris in the. year 
l7867and had published there his Letters to 
Bailly on the history of Greece ; a work, whidi 
gained him great credit and many friends. He 
had also presented memorials and offered ex- 
planations in behalf of the protestants ; and the 
simplicity of his habits, united with the dignity 
*and virtue of his conduct, rendered him a 
general favourite. The literary reputation of 
M* Rabaut pointed him out, as the principal 
author of the wishes of the tiera-etat. 

The introduction to this document will shew 
^V^rhether the doctrines of his religion had taught 
the editor to degrade, or, as the nobles expressed 
themselyes, to humble the throne. " The third 
estate of the sen6chauss6e of Nismes, assembled 
)t)y order of the King, hastens (said he) to meet 
l^is paternal views, ^nd to present to him the 
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wishes of his people for every thing calcukted 
to establish permaqent and invariable ordei* in 
all parts of the government. As it is the greatest 
jbenefit which can emanate from the goodness of 
a monarjch^ to call his subjects round him, to 
consult them themselves on evety thing that he 
may be able to accomplish for l^eir happiness ; 
so the first duty of the people, a^^ted by his 
icindness, is to carry tp the feet of the sovereign 
the respectful testimonies oi their unceasing 
^atitu4e/' 

Out of sioieen deputies to the IStates General^ 
three only i^ere protestants, and they could not 
have been indebted for their election to the 
suffirages of their brethren, who were too few in 
the mass of voters^ but to the general feelings 
#hich selected from all classes^ the men most 
likely to be useful to the country* Such a union^ 
such concord, cou^d not but grltify and del^bt 
a minority, who, though respectable and nume« 
jfoui^ had not that influence which is necessa* 

. rily attendant op public stations and importimt 

^ offices. 

The States General assembled, and the con- 
flicts l)/Btween the court and the deputies^ pro^ 
duced correspondent sensations in the soudrem 
{NTOvinces, and especially in the Ckif d. No sooner 
was it known that the assembly^ denounced by 
the government^ and surrounded by bayonetik, 
had raised the standard of independence, and 
declared itself national ; that the pei^ons of its 
flien4;^rs were inviolable, and that it was jouied by 
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the majority of the clergy, than thesenechaus^e^ 
of Nismes assembled, and on the ei^th day of 
Jijly 1789, entered on the records of the mnr^i* 
pality, with the concurrence of the politidal 
council, a congratulatory and flattering address. 
^* We applaud, day they, with all France^ yotfi? 
immovesable firmness, your pers^ering fortitude, 
and eyery heart is, touched at the recital of 
your dignities and. labours. YoUr deliber^tiotis 
hikvie diflused mnpng us hope i^Kid joy ; and vrt 
adhere, especially, to thosp of the 17th and fiSd of 
June^with: the respect andconjSdetice due to yoUr 
great wisdom. Generous citizen^ pers^vere^^^ 

The intdligeoce of the events of the IStlj 
^d 14rth of July, and the demolition of the 
Bfiatile, called together again the three orders ; 
and the aOth of July witni^sed an assemblage 
unusually numerous and enthusiastic. Thii 
^lalls. <Nf . the H6tel 4e ViUe were too smai) 
to. contain the Toters, among whom were thtf 
members of the clergy of the senechaussee 
^especially convened ; the sitting was adjournecji 
to the hall of the palace. The meieting 
declared, that it was ajQBicted with the dis^ 
asters in which 3 despotic aristocracy had 
involved the country ; that the promises of the 
monarch in^ired ^o *onfi4ence, because his 
throne was surrounded by . the crjuel and per* 
fidious advisers, who had caused the public / 
misery,, and Jkeptfrom the sovereign his true 
fin^ends, and the persons who would ensure his 
^kny and the happiness of the nation ; that i( 
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adhered to all the measures of the national as- 
sembly ; that it regarded as infamous and trai- 
tors, all the agents of despotism, the favourers of 
aristocracy, and all generals, officers, and soldiers, 
national or foreign, who turned against the 
PVench the arms which they had received for 
the defence of the state ; that the citizens who 
had lost their lives in resisting the real enemies 
of the monarchy, were martyrs of patriotism, 
and that the families of these generous victims 
should be provided for by the national assembly. 
** Fathers of the country, say they, accept our 
eternal gratitude ; your patriotism has saved the 
state ; your courage has humbled the aristocracy ; 
consummate your work ; we devote to execra- 
tion and your justice, the agents of despotism 
and the deceivers of the king. With whatever 
titles they may be invested, to whatever rank 
they may be exalted, we demand vengeance on 
their heads, in the name of oppressed France, 
I outraged humanity, betrayed faith, and violated 

liberty. The moment is come when the peo- 
ple would rather bury themselves under the 
ruins of France, than live in shame and bondage.'^ 
The presentation of copies of the proceedings 
to the city of Paris, and their distribution through- 
out all the provinces, were decreed ; and a com- 
mission was appointed to sign and dispatch them, 
including the Abb6 de Rochemore, vicar gene- 
ral ; Clemenceau, cure of the parish of St. Castor 
Nismes ; the Ahh6 Marmier ; the Baron de la 
Baulme, and, as always, M. Vidal i apd the siga^ 
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Matures, in the revolutionary style, were affixed' 
without distinction of precedence or rank. 

But this was not enough. The noblesse 6f 
the S^n^chausee of Nismes, thought it their 
duty, separately, and formally, to give their 
opinions in the shape of an address to thfe 
national assembly. This patriotic address of 
the 3d of August avows to the "fathers of 
the country** th^t ** the love of liberty is the 
most powerful passion of the order ; that it will 
defend, to the last breath, thfe ^cts of that body* 
and the interests and ji^it fights of the king^ 
against the traitors ^^hokttack them, and shed 
its last drop of blood 16 defend or avenge the 
persons of the deputies; that it acknowledges 
the right of the king to choose his own ministers^ 
but urges him to preserve- to the country useful 
citizens, who possess public' gratitude ; and it 
entreats the assembly to punish, by the authority 
which is inherent in the^^iori, those who plot 
its ruin.*' 

It was with these sentiments that the noblesse 
united in the general armament* France at this 
period was occtipiied with the formation of a 
national guard j every town and hamlet had its 
militia; and the same organisation universally 
prevailed. The general good, the same consti- ^^) 

tution for all the provinces, and the reform of 
all abuses, were the maxims of the day. The 
militia of Nismes was formed, conformably with 
the general sentiments, on the 20th of July, 1789* 
The prods "ver bat of this important transaction 
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forms an incontestible proof of the state of public 
feeling. Nothing could be more frank or unani- 
mous. Twelve commissioners were appointed to 
prepare the plan ; and here - again we find that 
M. ViDAL, who in 1815 was commissary of 
police. The militia, called the Lf^on Nimoise, 
consisted of 1349 rank and file, divided into 
twenty-four companies, attached to four quarters 
of the city, and directed by a permanent coun- 
cil ; in which were two abbes and a vicar-gene^ 
ral, and but three protestants to eighteen 
<^^ catholics. The officers were elected by their 
companies, and the captains and superior officers 
formed part of the permanent council. The ar- 
rangements formed as many fetes; and, in 
the south, catholics and protestants united in 
religious thanksgivings &}r the new order of 

things. 

Thus we have seen, that in the expression 

of political sentiment — the choice of deputies, 

— the communications to the national assembly 

— and the construction of an armed force, there 
had existed neither opposition, suspicion, naif 
jealousy. In looking on the mass of evidence 
before me, I feel that I have sacrificed effect 
to brevity ; but I hope enough has been said to 

'^\ establish, so far, the peaceable, virtuous, and 
unambitious conduct of the members of the 
reformed communion. 
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CHAPTER III. 



BISCONTENT OF THE COURTIERS AND THE CLERGY. — MOTIOlf 
OF TALLEYRAND AND OTHER BISHOPS FOR THE ALIEN^ 
ATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. — EMIGRATION OF THE 
COURT. — PARTY FORMED BY VIDAL AND FROMENT AT 
NISMES. — ELECTION OF A MUNICIPALITY. — ZEAL OF THE 
PRIESTS AND CAPUCHINS AGAINST THE Fl^TESTANTS. — 
FORMATION OF CATHOLIC COMPANIES. — FROMENT's HB- 

VELATIONS. LETTERS OF LOUIS XVIII. AND MONSIEUR 

TO FROMENT. — HIS RETURN FROM TURIN. — CATHOLIC 

TROOPS COLLECTED. — ELECTION OF CIVIL OFFICERS. 

ELECTORAL ASSEMBLY ATTACKJSD. — MASSACRES. —* CA« 
THOLICS FOI^TIIY SEVERAL POINTS* T- MILITARY f^Af^ 
]^ROCL AIMED. — CORRESPONDENCE INTERCEPTED. '^ M AYOft 
OF ST. COSME KILLED BY THE CAPUCHINS. -7- SLAUGHTER OF 
THE CAPUCHINS. — CATHOLICS BESIEGED^ — SURRENDEE 
OF FROMENT. — ARRIVAL OF TROOPS FROM MONTPELLIER^ 
-7- TRANQUILLITY RESTORED. -^TESTIMONY OF THE COM*- 
>fISSIONERS IN FAVOUR OF THE PROTESTANTS. 

At length those individuals who began to ap« 
pr^hend danger to their personal interests, from 
thq various reforms which were decreed by the 
assembly, were rallied and reinforced by the 
clergy, who were kljufmed at the project of ap- / 
{MTopriating the property of the church to the ser* ^rj^ 
vice o£ the nation. In the discussion of thwe 4th -^tT ^ 
of August, on the aboUtiop pf privileges, the . |\,, 
bishops of Montpellier, NismeSj and Uzes, h^d / \ \ 
acknowledged, that, in their opinion, the nation 
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had a right to dispose of the property possessed 
by the church ; and on the 10th of October, a 
motion to that effect was made, not by an ob- 
scure individual, or a vengeful protestant, but 
by M. Talleyrand de Perigord, bishop of Autun ; 
distinguished by his rank, his property, and his 
prospects. The bishops of Chatres and Nancy, 
and the archbishops of Bourdeaux, Vienne, and 
Aix, were among those who demanded most 
loudly revolutionary abolitions, which protestants 
would not have dared to whisper ; and on the 
Sd of November 1789, that most important 
measure was decreed. The emigration of the 
friends and favourites of the court had already 
commenced. Although at that period nothing 
had been ventured but what the charter now 
guarantees, a party every day increased, who 
proclaimed the nobles democratic ; the bishops 
impious; and the king seditious. The clergy 
rapidly changed their opinions : the loss of their 
wealth opened their eyes on the dangers of 
the faith ; and the constitution civile excited 
their holy protestations for the inviolability of 
the sanctuary. The reverend priesthood had 
indeed voted, with acclamation, that the nobles 
should be stripped, but the possessions of the 
church were of a holier nature ; the alarm 
spread, and fanaticism was every where in- 
voked. 

The defeated courtiers united with the clei'gy, 
in order to ma;ke use of them for their own 
purposes. To gain the support of a royalist 

17 
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party, the clergy became suddenly attached to 
the old state of things at court. Ambitious, 
mercenary, or disappointed individuals, united 
with both. All availed themselves of each other. 
The courtiers became zealous for the faith, the 
iriests were 







and the throne were the watchwards : the name 
pi the kmg was employed to sanction the via- 
lence and disloyalty of the fanatics, and fana- 
ticism was enkindled on purpose to give aij 
energy, and inspire a zeal, which the cause of 
the courtiers failed to efxcite. These are neither 
speculations nor assertions; the facts are re- 
vealed by the parties themselves, and neither 
doubt nor mystery rests on their transactions. 
At Nismes, in the month of October, 17895 some 
companies of militia were formed, entirely of 
catholic citizens j Fin^m^j^ receiver to the chap- / 
ter of the cathedralTwasone of the chiefs, and 
Folacher, his brother-in-law, and Gentin, cousin 
to M. Vidal, the procureur, were captains. Three 
of these new companies presented themselves 
on the 15th of October, before the permanent 
council, to take the oath, but the council wished 
to defer till the next day the performance of 
the ceremony. The proposition was^ rejected 
with scorn : Froment caused the doors of the ^ 
H6tel de Ville to be closed, and the council,/ 
intimidated by his audacity, permitted the com- 
panies to be immediately sworn. 

From this moment a fermentation commenced 
in the minds of the inhabitants of Nismes^ 
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irbich was rendered more active and more evi- 
dent, by inflammatory writings and deep in- 
trigues. The municipality was to be elected in 
January, 1790. It was of great importance 
that the election should promote the views of 
the counter^^revolutionists ; and, for some time 
efore, sefcret meetings were held, to secure the 
nomination of catholics. The first meetings 
Wiere held in the house of a cure, and in the 
church of the White Penitents. The abb^ 
Clemencean, cur6 of the parish of St. Castor^ 
and Brayouse, cur^ of St. Paulas, were among 
the principal directors of the operations. Pre- 
sidents, secretaries, and scruti n e ers were ap- 
|)ointed for the different se^Sn^ Not only 

/vere all protestants to be excluded, but the 
exclusion was to extend to thoise catholics who, 
from their circumstances, were particularly 
connected with protestants. M. Lev^sque was 
nonunated for the presidency of a section ; an 
apothecary, named Razoux, opposed the no- 
mination. " Though a catholic,**^ said he, 
** Levfisque is surgeon to the protestanthospital,^ 
* and we must have nothing in common with 
*» those people.*^ Levlsque was not elected^ 
bnt Razoux became a municipal officer. 

The priests afterwards met publicly to con- 
cert measures, and exerted themselves openly 
to secure success. The abbes Cabanel, Mitier 
Grervais, and Clavieres, and even the choristers 
of the cathedral, copied and distributed the 

Tists* But the most ardent and active instigator 
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rf these dii^graceful intrigues was the abbe 
La Pierre, theologist of the cathedral. He 
became the missionary of intolerance, and tra- 
velled th0 country, exciting the cur^s to influ- 
ence the elections. The inferior clergy, in too 
many instances, answered to his discordant 
voice. The cur6s of Rodilhan, Bouillargues, 
Garons, and Courbessac, exhorted their people 
from the pulpit, to vote only by the catholic / 
lists, and received and distributed the money 
which the abbe La Pierre furnished, to pay the 
voters, for the time they lost in attending on 
the election. 

The laity exerted themselves with equal zeal. 
M. ViDAL, who had signed so many revolu- 
tionary addresses, whom we have seen on so 
many committees, and who was commissary of 
police during the massacres of 1815, attended 
the meetings held at the house of the abb© 
CMmenceau, and fed the fire which soon inflamed 
the passions of the fenatical multitude. M. Vidal,. 
who was made procureur of the commune^ 
M. Michel, counsellor to the presidial ; M. Velut, 
x^aptain of the national guard ; M. Laurent, who 
•was elected municipal officer, and an immense 
number of agents were in motion, and on the day 
of election they occupied the gates of the city, 
and the inns, while the abbe Esperandieu took 
post in the court of the palace. Such exertions 
could hardly fail. With the exception of one / 
protestant, M. Vincent Valz, the municipaUly, 
consisting of eighteen persons, was composed of 
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catholics ; such catholics as La Pieite and hi» 
party wished^ The abb^* himself, and the 
abbe Cabanel became members^^ of the council 
of tlie ^ommune. 

This degree of success was valued as the ttieans^ 

I and not as the end. Victory pointed to con- 

quest, and the march of the persecutors was rapid 
and licentious^ Inflammatory and libellous writ- 
iiig^> calculated to rouse the worst passions, were 
circulated with profusion and impunity. One en- 
titled, " Pierre Romain to the catholics of Nis- 
mes/' contained such appeals as these : << Close 
against the protestants the door to all offices, and 
all civil and military honours ; for this purpose let 
a powerful tribunal watch night and day, and you 
will soon see them abandon their religion. They 

^ want to participate in the advantages you enjoy, 
but BO sooner shall you have permitted them, 
than they wUl study to rob you, and they will soon 

I succeed. Ungrateful vipers ! benumbed, they 
have been unable to injure you } warmed by your 

j kindness, they will only revive to inflict death. — 
They are your natural enemies j your fathers 

: escaped by miracle from their bloody hands y to 

■ kill is nothing with them y the most cruel tor- 

• ments must furnish the means of destruction ; 

* such they have been, and such they are.*' 

^ ♦ M. Surville, nephew and heir to this furious abb6> was 

\£i active in 1814* against the protestants. In 1815 he was 
colonel of the national guard of Nismes ; afterward receiver ^^^ 
l^^neral ; and finally distinguished by letters of nobility. 
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In a letter to Pierre Romain, the author under 
the title of Charles the Sincere, (alias the Ninth,) 
enquires, " Will it be advantageous to expel the 
protestants from the kingdom ?" and answers in 
the affirmative. He predicts, " that if the national 
assembly should give them the right of being 
eligible to public offices, it will occasion divisions, 
eternal troubles, and perhaps a revolution ; and 
he, therefore, advises the inhabitants of Langue- 
doc to recall the protestant deputies, especially 
M. Rabaut, to disarm all the protestant military, 
to double the militia, and to form an union of 
all the neighbouring catholic communes.'* The 
inhabitants appealed to the municipality, and 
entreated it " to suppress libels designed to di- 
vide and inspire with hatred, and mark with 
contrary qualifications, the children of the same 
country. Frenchmen, Christians, adorers of the 
same God.'* They appealed in vain. The regu- 
lar troops were excited against the new national | 
guards, and the people were excited to massa- : 
ere ; but the municipality would not interfere : 
there was a power behind it greater than itself* 
The manufactory of these articles was the con- 
vent or the Capuchins. The brother Modeste 
was the most zealous distnbutor. He went 
from the convent loaded with the mischievous 
sheets, gave them to passengers in the streets, 
hawked them from house to house, and kept a 
sort of office at the convent, where any persoa 
alight be suppUed on appUcation. 
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I must now bring forward the authors anti 
fuv objects of this abominable plot, as disclosed by 
Xl"' jtheir own confessions. F r ancois F rg ment , son and 
|\ /y successor of the receiver to the chapter, who has 
|y I been already mentioned, and who played so high 
n I a game, has published since the restoration, two 
; { i pamphlets; one in 1815, entitled, "Recueil de dL 
I ; I vers Ecrits relatifs a la Revolution, par M. Fro- 
ment. Secretaire de Cabinet du Roi ;'* and an- 
other, in 1817, addressed to M. le Marquis de 
Foucault, &c. &c. The first, appears to have been 
produced during the reign of terror in 1815, as 
a proud record of the connection between the 
author and the royal family ; and a c elebration 
; of the triumph of ultra princiDlesV THie se^nd 
discovers his dissatisfaction with the wages of 
his iniquity, and is a sort of memorial of the 
Iservices rendered to his party, and of the violated 
ipromises of his patrons and employers. They 
pbrm together an invaluable expose of the in- 
trigues and plots, by which liberty and pro- 
ftestantism were to have been sacrificed to mer- 
cenary individuals or despotic factions. 

From these infatuated revelations, I shall make 
considerable extracts, not only because the pub- 
lications have been so carefully suppressed, that 
'. i it is next to impossible to find a single copy, 
S but because they illustrate the general history of 
• the period ; and, especially, because they prove 
. t^he deliberate excitement of religious animosity ; 
I land that, in 1790, there would have been neither 
' contention nor bloodshed, but for the persecu- 
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tions of the same men, who have ever since 
intrigued, and who, in 1815, seized the power. 

" Faithful to my relimon^ and my king;'' says / 
M. Froment, " I endeavoured to dimise the spirit 4*? 
" by which I was animated. I published in 1789 



fers which threatenedthe altar and the throne 
Iv comnatnots. struck with the lustness oJ 



" My compatnots, struck with the justness of 
•* my observations, manifested the most ardent 
" 2?eal. Desirous of taking advantage of these . 
•* favourable dispositions, I went secretly to Tu- / 
** rin, in January, 1790, to solicit the approba- 
" tion and asisstance of the French princes. 

" In a special meeting which was held on my 
♦* ^rival, I shewed them, that if they would / 
** arm the partizans of the altar and the throne, / 
" and make the interests of religion march with 
those of loyalty, it would be easy to save both. 
My plan was to form a party, and to give it 
consistency and extension. The true argu- 
ment of the revolutionists being force, I felt 
" that force was the best answer. Then, as / 
" now, I was convinced of this great truth, that^ 
one strong passion can only he stifled by exciting 
a stronger^ mid that religious zeal alone could 
restrain republican mania. The miracles, which 
religious zeal has wrought since then, in La 
Vend6e and in Spain, have proved what would 
have been the effect of such a project as mine, 
" if the counsellors of the emigrant princes had 
" sincerely adopted and really supported it ; if 
•* they had employed the powerful means which 
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" religion presents, and of which the greatest 
« politicians have so often availed themselves 
" with success. 

" The princes, assured of the truth of my re- 
•* port, and of the reality of my means, promised 
<< me arms and ammunition to suppress the fac- 
" tious, and Monsieur Comte d'Artois gave me 
" letters of recommendation to the principal 
" nobles of Upper Languedoc, that I might con- 
** cert my measures \yith the gentry of that 
** country, who had engaged to restore to reli- 

/** gion its usefkl influence. On my return from 
" Turin, in February, 1790, 1 immediately visit- 
J ** ed the principal cities to confer with the cor- 

♦* respondents of Monsieur Comte d'Artois. 
** After having determined on a general plan, 
<* and arranged a secret correspondence, I re- 
" turned to Nismesj where, waiting the suc- 
<« cours which were promised at Turin, and 
« which I never received, I employed myself in 
«• exciting the zeal of the inhabitants. It was 
" at my instance that they adopted the declar- 
« ation of the 20th of April,. which demanded, 
" that the catholic worship alone should be per- 
/<* mitted, and which was signed by 5000 citizens. 
** If the Marquis deBouzol, commandant of Lan- 
" guedoc, had armed the royalists which I had 
« at my command in the month of May, as he 
" was pressed to do by the princes, he would 
" have prevented the catastrophe. Compelled 
** to expatriate myself, I went from Aigues-mor- 
** tes to Nice, and from thence to Turin. By 
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each post the Marquis de la Rouzi^re, sent 
me assistance for my journey, and informed 
me, by order of Monsieur Comte d'Artois, that 
his royal highness would share with me his last 
" crown. Monsieur Comte d'Artois deigned 
" to assure me, in the presence of the princes g£ 
" his house, that I might be tranquil as to my 
" future lot, and that of my family j and the 
Duke d'Angouleme told me, that he and his 
" brother would never forget my zeal, but take 
every opportunity to give me special proofs of 
their gratitude and esteem. 
One day, when I had been talking to M. 
" Comte d'Artois on the affeirs of the South, he 
said to me, *Froment, have you any money?' — 
" * Yes, Sir, I have some of the 100 Louis left, 
which you sent to me at Nice.* — * Ah ! there 
you cannot have much of that j take these 
fifty Louis,' said the Prince, * and when I am 
rich, I will treat you more handsomely.* 
« When the Prince of Conde left Turin for 
" Germany, he said, * Froment, here is a letter 
" directed for you.* On reaching my apart- 
" ment, I found in the parcel about 100 Louis, 
" and immediately returned to thank his Serene 
" Highness. * My dear Froment,* he replied, 
." * whenever you are in want, you may apply 
<« to me with perfect confidence.* ** * 

* Extract of a Letter from the Prince de CondL 

" Stutgard, Jan. 31. 1791. 
^ I thank you, my dear Froment, for the news which 
you have sent me; it gives me pleasure, and agrees with 
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** These marks of kindness and attention^ 
made me forget my personal interests, for 
those of the Bourbons. By secret corre- 
spondence, and thousands of publications cir* 
culated in the South, I formed the good 
spirit Avhich now prevails^ (1815,) and oc- 
casioned various risings at the time, especially 
that known ^by the name of the Camp of 
Jales. 

" Unhappily, the emigrants were divided 
into two parties ; the one wishing to attempt 
a counter-revolution, by the assistance of the 
foreign powers, and the other by the native 
royalists. The former maintained, that by 
ceding to the foreigners some provinces, they 
would furnish armies sufficiently powerful 
to reduce the factions ; that afterwards, the 
country ceded, might be easily reconquered, 
and that the court, not contracting any ob- 
ligation to any party in the state, might 
dictate the law to all France. 
" In one of our discussions, I exhibited the 

that which I have received by a deputy of the camp of 
Jalez, who is come express to assure us of the good dis- 
positions of the country. §, 

^* Follow, in this respect, as in every other, the orders which 
MM. de Miran and de Serent may give you ; as for me, I ^ 
am too distant to send you any. Do not doubt, my dear 
Fromenty the desire I shall altoays feel to testify all the in' 
terest nuhich tve oiue to your zeal, to your devotedness, and 
to your misfortunes. 

" To M. Froment, Turin" 

'' N.B. This letter is written by the hdiipd of the Prince 
d^Cond^." 
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<* means that should be adopted in the Cevennes, 
** and Languedoc; and in the heat of debate, 
" the Marquis d'Antichamp said to me, * But 
** the relatives of the victims, will they not try 
^* to avenge themselves?' — * And what does 

that signify ?' I replied, * provided we do but 

gain our end/ — • Observe that,* cried he, ^ I 
" have made him acknowledge, that they would 
♦* indulge private vengeance/ I said to M. 
" Rouziere, near me, I did not suppose that a 
" civil war was to resemble a mission of Ca- 
" puchins. 

« The second party argued, that as the 
*^ powers had often taken arms to humble the 
^< Bourbons, instead of calling them in, we 
** ought to rouse the zeal of the clergy j &c. &c., 
" and make haste to extinguish a domestic 
" quarrel, of which the foreigners would per- 
<* haps be tempted to take advantage. The con- 
" duct of the allies towards Louis XVIII., and 
" their claims on France now, (1815,) prove, 
" that the emigrants were right, in mistrusting 
*< them in 1790. 

" I was employed by the Comte d'Artois in 
" Italy, in Spain, (M. le Marquis d'Arbaud 
** Jouques, prefect of the Gard ,in 1815, joined 
" m^ at Barcelona,) and at Coblentz, tiU July 
" 1792 *, when I was admitted into the corps 

* Instructions Jbr M. Froment. 

Monsieur Froment will go to Genoa, and have full 
powers to make use of the sum of 260,000 livres which are 
in the hands of the banker, and promised t>y the king pf 
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** of Languedocian gentlemen at Lorch. The 
** princes having proposed to form in the 



Naples ; and the sum thus advanced, shall be considered on 
account of that which is further expected. If the remit- 
tance be received, M. Froment shall proceed to Naples, and 
M. le Baron de Talleyrand, to whom he will be recom- 
mended, will facilitate his application to the court of Naples 
for the assistance of '300,000 livres, by acquainting it with 
the projected appropriation of this money. 

1. It will be employed to form bureaux of correspondence 
in the different cantons of the South : these establishments 
will communicate with each other, inform the princes of the 
state of the provinces, and instruct the General who may 
command there on the internal resources which he may hav6 
at his disposal. 

2. A part of this sum will be destined to asmt the curis 
/toko have been dispossessed, and the most indigent of the 

' catholics. 

3. The remainder of this sum will be appropriated to the 
purchase of grain, &c. These arrangements must depend 
•on the information which M. Froment obtains on his journey. 
The princes calculate on his intelligence and zeal. 

If M. Froment could obtain from the court of Naples 
arms and ammunition, it would be of essential service ; above 
all, if he can dispose of them so as to render their distribution 
both prompt and secure* 

As soon as his negociation at Naples shall have terminated, 
fortunately or otherwise, M. Froment will go into Spain. 
At Barcelona he will obtain every information on the state 
of the emigrants, and the dispositions preparing on the 
Spanish frontier. He will go forward to Madrid, where he 
will apply to M. le Due d'Havre who will advise him on the 
means of obtaining succour from the Spanish government* 
If his efforts at the court of Naples have succeeded, he will 
limit his demands here to 300,000 livres, which may be 
employed in the purchase of grain, and part of that sum in 
succouring the town of Aries. 
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intenor, corps of faithful subjects, to be etn^ 
** ployed till troops of the line could be 
•* organised; I expressed my wish to CdtUte . 
•* d^Artois that the same royalists, who had/ 
•* fought under my orders in 1790, might be 
"united, and that H.R.H. would grant me 
*« the rank of Colonel-Commandant : H. R. H. 

If, on the contrary, the risit ta Naples has been unsuc- 
cessful, M. Froment is authorised to solicit 600,000 livres. 

The devotedness with which M. Froment has applied J 
himself to the service o f th e J Kw g induces the ^ 

princes to give nm tne mg^ miuiis of a confidence 
which they are assured he will never abuse, and they ex- 
pect that he will communicate to them all which may 
interest their hope or their fears. 

(Signed) Louis-Stamislas-Xavier. 
(Signed) CHARLES-PkiLirfp^. 

Coblentz, Jan. 8. 1792. 

Instructions to M« Froment^ going into Spain. 

The object of the mission of M. !lFroment being prin- 
cipally to obtain from Spain those succours which are / 
necessary to the re-establishment of the religion of our / 
Jathersy and the authority of the king, in the provinces of 
the South; he is instructed to make the Spanish govern- ^ 
ment feel the importance of preventing the Calvinists from / 
making a rampart of the mountains of Gevanden, and the 
Cevennes, and from becoming a party in the state, which 
would prove fatal to France, and dangerous to its neighbours. 
The local knowledge of M. Froment, and the character / 
which his zeal and attachment to the good cause has / 
acquired him in Languedoc, render iflffi a'^suitSSleagent 
to advise, on the possibilities and facilities of this enterprise. 

(Signed) Louis-Stanislas-Xavier. 
Charlbs-Phillipe. 
Coblentz, May 2a 1792. 
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*' approved my request *» but the Bishop of 
I ** Arras, and Baron Flachslanden thought it 
I *' singular that a bourgeois should pretend to 
military rank. < Why do you not ask for a 
bishoprick?* said the bishop : ' no» no, we must 
t <« have bourgeois in, your brevet }*' and the corps 
« was according entitled Legions Bourgeoises. 

'' In 1793 I could have raised a legion in 
** Catalonia, and have followed the military 
<' career in Spain. M. Ricardo wished me to 
<< form the emigrants from the Gard, the H6« 
'< rauit, and theBouches du Rhone, into a corps, 
<< and take the command } but the desire of 
•« fulfilling the mission of Louis XVIII., relatite 
•« to the south of France, induced me to sacri^^ 
«* fice my personal interests. Since the army 

♦ Brevet qf CdoneL 

The accounts which we have recdted of the state of the 
province of lianguedoc induce us to think, that it would be 
useful to the service of his majesty, could there be em-' 

/ployed forces for the re-establishment of the abar and the 
throne; and legions bourgeoises formed provisionally, to 
maintain order in the cities and in the country. We have 
chosen the Sieur fVoment to command erne of them, when 
we shaU believe it necessary to raise them. The services 
which he has already rendered since the commencement of 
die troubles, and ^ose wMdr he is still prepared to offer, 
and the honourable testimonies which the nobility have 
given us of his . zeal and attachment to the king, have de-^ 
dded us to grant him this command as a proof of our con-* 
fidence and esteem. 

(Signed) t^OUXSrSTANISLAS-XAVIER* 

(Signed) CharlesoPhilmfs* 
Coblentz, Majr 20. 1?92. 
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** of the pi^ihce* was disfbattd^d, I fejfVe' beeii 
** emplayedy by their <*d6f, ftf evety court ift 
*^ Ettr'opcf^ to obtain arms aitd fe^tlipiKents iie- 
** eessary to raise again fnt/parfy in the south. 
^^ In 1795 I received the brevet of private secte-^ 
^ fciry of the king. ♦ Till the moihent of thg 
*< redtortetticto) I deceived a pension both from 
«* his maj^y and the Briihk gvdemment ; and, 
** datiiig my emigration from January, 1790> 
♦* till June, 18l4f, I hate beeA mofe than tvrenty- 
*< four ye^rs in the i^ervice of their royal high- 
•* nesdes, either on ttiissdwttH or at their disposal^ 
^ in foreign countries* t Dtiriftg the last yrar S 

♦ Brevd qftke PrivaU SecrHary qftke King, 

I«ouis^ by the grace of G^^ Kipg^ £ra»ce and Napvarr^^ 
wishing to rec^oinpense the zeat which the Sieur Francois ^ 
]^oment has shcfwn since the commenceHient of the revo- / 
lution, equally in the service o^ihe kings, our brother and^ 
ei^hew, as ir eH as cniir <Mvty we hatd given him the places o^ 
Knir pfkrate iear^tdryv to «x«fcis6 the duties ^ that office, 
as soon as circitfrnstoBces wiU penml. 

Giyen the 2d of November, 1795, iind the 1st of our reign» 

(Signed) Louis. 
Sek!ed ttrith the ftbyal Arms, by the £ihg. 
(Signed) Le Baron de {^achslakbe^. 

f ^Mrdct of d Letter Jironk M(Msiiu1r Came d'Ariou. 

Edmbwgli, Oct. 18. 1798. 
Ydur letter of 1^ 14tli df September rei^ets two ob- 
jects. The first relates to the service whkh you believe you 
^wid rend^ m Innidoii^ by ciHaoMiiiicatiBg l^ere the ideas 
Wid private intelligence which you possess, oii the situation oi^ 
the southern provinces. The soutibem part of France, on 
which turns ptkieipally ^ ajiplication of your means, has 
been referred, for some time, to the ^xchaaire Erection of 
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<< of the emigration^ and at the moment of the 
^ first restoration, my only desire was to obtain 
^< the situation of secretary of the king^s ca- 
** binet, of which Louis XVIII. had given 
*' me the brevet at Verona, in 179^ : but 
f^ M. le Comte de Blacas, well assured that 
no human consideration would prevent my 
speaking the truth to the king, opposed con- 
stantly, as minister of the king's household^ my 
filling that office. Deprived of an employ- 
ment, merited by twenty-five years of services 
and sacrifices, I solicited the place of consul- 
general, and of chargi d'affaires at Madrid ; 
M. Talleyrand gave only evasive answers. 
" Deceived in my hopes, my friends advised 
me to secure to myself an independent ex- 
istence, an honourable retreat, by limiting my 
claims to those indemnities which were my 
*< due, as representative of his highness, Comte 
<< d'Artois, and the military recompenses to 
" which my services were entitled. I pre- 
<< sented, in consequence, a petition to the king. 
" After having made many useless attempts to 
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tlie king, and to those whom he has more privately com- 
missioned to act there for his interest. I cannot, therefore, 
authorise any one to treat on these objects with the British 
ministers, as my brother may have formed plans, which in- 
terference may embarrass. It is, therefore, with the king 
directly that you must communicate ; and as you can obtain 
passports, and live cheaper there than here, it is to Russia 
that you should bend your steps. 

(Signed) Charles-Phillipb. 
To Mr. Froment, Hamburgh. 
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•* ascertain, what I had either to hope or to. 
^* fear, I relinquished these object!^, to claims 
** alone the sums which were due to me on the 
•* thirty millions granted to the king: biit 
*• Buonaparte re-appeared upon the scene, and 
** I directed my course towards Spain, in the 
*« hope of soon returning to the south with the 
** forces which we expected would be raised for 
** our assistance. Since then, deprived of every 
« employment, and haying a bare maintenance, 
" (which I did not solicit,) and having the 
** title of honorary secretary du cabinet^ (the 
** brevet of which they have not remitted me,) 
" I have yet to struggle to obtain some in- 
« demnities. 

" For more than twenty years 1 have main- 
** tained, that it was not in Paris, but in London 
*^ and Petersburgh, that the foundations of 
" every throne were sapped, and the fetters for 
" every nation forged, and this, even when an 
" opinion prevailed that jacobinism would make 
«* the tour of the world ; that there was always ? 
" a design to ravish from the Bourbons the 
" crown of their ancestors, and to dismember f \ 
" our unhappy country j and, unhappily for 
" Europe, from Pitt to Castlereagh, the English 
" ministers have not had intentions more noble, 
<« more profound, or more humane than the 
** jacobins. * These opinions I demonstrated 
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* If any thing could justify this ungrateful attack, it i ^ 

'vrould be their affording Britii^ protection, and lavishing iW 

British gold, on such wretches as M. Froment and his party« ^^-^ 
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^* to Lopis XVIIL in my ♦ Observations an 

f < Eussia and the Balance of Power/ addrefl^ed 

f* to him at Verona, in J795* The conduct at 

Austria in 1791 and 1793 sacrificed the &te 

^* of the catholic religion, the life of the chief 

l< of the Bourbons, and the interests of all the 

family, by preventing th^ jHrinces from enters 

ing the south, and arming, especially, religioys 

'f< ^iea^/-^and at the congress of Vienna, the 

^^ Prqssians, Russians, and English, (to whom 

^< we owe a^ our religious wars, since Luther 

<* an4 Pal vin only preached the errors of Wick^ 

^* liffe,) arrogated tihe right of deciding the fate 

^^ of the {Lomish churchy and, after the spirit of 

^< the age, declared^ that religion is to concede 

; '< to heri^y, and not heresy to religi<Hi ;'and that 

: f < henceforth the Romish^ Xaith^raut and Cal« 

J I /?* yinistic religions, were to enjoy a perfect 

""^^ 5* eguaUty of rights throughout the empire^ 

" In October, 1815, I wrote to Count Blacas^ 
< We have lost the most favourable oppor** 
tunity of rallying all pjtrtiies around the 
^< throne, and of replacing France in the rank 
^« which she ought to hold. The ministry could 
«* not be ignorant, after the arrival of the king,, 
^ of the miquitow pretensions qfffie atliesy and 
** their resolution to dictate to L.ouis X VIIJ. 
** conditions, more severe than those which 
^< Buonaparte had rejected before his first abk 
5* dication. The first appearance of foreign 
troops on Qiir territory, after thje retreat of 

our ixmy to the left bank of the Xfm^ 

17* 
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♦• clearly proved that it was on France and the 
^ Bourbons, and not on Napoleon, that they 
*< made war. The king should have authorised 
Madame the Duchess d'Angouldme to have 
appeared alone in the midst of the camp, to 
expose to the army the hostile intentions of 
" our pretended liberators. Our brave soldien^ 
" moved at the voice of Marie Th^rcse, would 
« have spontaneously repeated the noble cry 
** of the Hungarians -^ " Mofiamur pr^o Regt 
^' nostra IT and the memyj struck with terror^, 
« would have renounced his i^famom projects* 
** and would have again found our heroes in the 
*< road of honour and of victory," 

Such were the men of 1700 : selfish and 
mtngmng, they prepared the way for the m- 
cobms and the revolutionary tribunals, Uiid^ 
pretence of loyalty and religion, they goaded 
the people to the slaughter of {Priests and 
{Hrinces; and in 1^15 they isent the king to 
Ghent, and brought Napoleon from £^lba to 
Paris ; a crime of which they affect to accuse^ and 
for which they murdered, the protestants. But 
remarks are unnecessary after these citations} 
and the niirrative wiJU therefore be resumed* 

From the period of the return of Froment 
from Turin, no measures were kept. * On the 

* The account of these events is taken from the report <^ 
the cQipmissioners . appointed by Louis XVI. and the na- 
tional assembly, to investigate the facts, and composed from 
the depositions of several hundred witnesses, examined on 
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28th of March the municipality was installed ; 
and it is worthy oi observation^ that the mayors. 
Baron Marguerite, (who had returned to 
Nismes by the consent of the national assembly, 
of which, he was a member,) when he took the 
municipal oath, spoke with the greatest enthu- 
siasm of that v^ constitution which his party 
charged as a scandal on the protestants : sK> 
K\ true is it, that hjrpocrisy is not confined to the 
iO cloistei3 of Jesuits, nor perfidy to jacobin clubs. 
Froment, receiver to the chapter — Froment re- 
turned • from the embrace of Comte d* Artois* — ^ 
/Froment, captain of one of the catholic com- 
panies, appeared at the ceremony with his men 
armed with forks, made in great quantities for 
the catholics of Nismes and Uzes, and the 
backs of which formed as many saws. The 
lieutenant of the king, colonel of the national 
guard, refused to admit these ruffian^ into the 
line ; but he was so insulted by Froment and 
his company, that he' sent in his resignation, and 
civil war was on the point of commencing, 
when, at the solicitation of the mayor, he con« 
sented to remain at his post. . 
c . The town was the theatre of almost daily 

\{ \ riots and outrages. M. Chevalier, procureur^ 
\ \ wrote to the mayor, to apprize him that dis- 
I \ j turbances would take place ; that Froment had 
\ ^ /at his house a great number of forks ; that he 
I i ( had distributed money ; and that the press of 
I \ I M. Baume was constantly producing monstrous 
.4^^ publications: all was tolerated} and the next 
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day Froment vented his rage» in insults and ^ 
threats, against the author of the confidential Jj5 
letter. 

The mayor proposed to the municipality an 
address to the king and the assembly, to de« 
mand» after the example of the catholics of 
Alais, the preservation of the bishopric and the 
cathedral chapter of Nismes. Two notables 
nvished also to demand the preservation of the 
convents of both sexes ; but the mayor advised 
them to confine their request to the two first 
objects, <* because/' said he, ^< the national 
assembly has decreed the fate of the religious 
prders f and I myself have signed the decrees/' 

The enemies of order and of liberty Ho longer 
held their meetings in the secrecy of the night, 
or under the veil of darkness. They met on the 
20th of April, in the church of the Penitents, 
took the title of the catholics of Nismes, and re- 
solved on their celebrated declaration, which 
was signed by some thousand fanatics. This 
declaration was addressed to all the municipalities 
of the kingdom, with a letter, stating that it 
contained the opinions of a. great number of 
cathoUques et bons Francois^ who did not doubt 
but the religious zeal of others would induce 
them to approve and emulate it. The letter 
was signed, Lapierre, president; Froment, &c. 
commissioners* 

'. The same methods were practised to obtain 
»gnatures, as had been employed to secure the 
fonnation of the municipality. The cm-eSy be- 
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f<Mre mentioned, from the pulpit, and from house 
to house, exhorted, and warned, and entreated 
their people. Citizens, and especially the ttom 
vailleurs dc terre^ were brought in crowds : they 
were told that the catholic religion was suppress* 
ed, the Idng in captivity, and that all he had 
done was null. Most of the municipalities vk» 
atantly denounced the inflammatory docum^it^ 
and expressed their abhorrence of the conduct 
of the jQJpgfaMgftf c atl^ol i^s of N i sm i ^ . The mm* 
nicipality of that city was more calm, and saw 
with indifference the projects of those miserable 
men perfectly develop. 

On the first of May the soldiers of Fromeiit, 
and the travmUeurs de terre^ decorated with the 
white cockade, which the king had foibidden^ 
planted a tree at the mayor's door, and made a 
procession to the cries of << Down with the 
nation! down with the black throats ; vive la 
/ crouc et le Rot J' In the evening, they at* 
tacked the protestants and the soldiers of the 
garrison near the mayor's house ; and his own 
coachman was active in the riot. This mayot^ 
Marguerite, was a deputy, and though he had 
suffered the meeting of the 30th of April and aU 
its consequences, he had heard the king, at the 
sitting of the 4th of February, declare his entire 
union with the assembly, and exclaim, <^ May 
this day, in which your monarch has united him* 
self to you, in a manner the most frank and in<« 
I timate, form a memorable epoch ia the history 
of this empire ! Let alt {»rofess frcmi this day (I 
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gpye you the example) but ono opinion, one iu- . 
terest, one willy^a>ttachment to the new constitv^- 1 



tion r' To act in opposition to bis will, and un- 
4<^ pretence of meeting his wish, was, therefore, 
tp calumniate Lwis XVI., and to declare bim 
guilty of uttering solemnly a mep.n and deliberate 
falsehood. This mayor had also taken, in the asr 
§en^ly, the civic oath, aud yet be suffered the 
iif^te cockades to form his guard, ^nd, day 
aft^ (lay, to assault the protestants. The 
shops were frequently shut, and all who would / 
not cry, '(dve la croia:^ were pursu^, attacked, 
and wounded. On one occasion, M. Vidal wit- 
nessed these outrages '&om a balcony, and on 
another, a soldier was killed by Matthieu Froi* 
jji^entt brother to the receiver to the chapter. 

The king's i^roci^ez^r^ a catholic, presented a 
bill to the UetOenant crminel on the lOth q^ 
May on these outrages, and immediately begim 
proceedings. Five days ^er, M, Vidal, procur* 
e0T of the commune, presented a complahit to 
th^ king's procvreurj who had thus anticipated 
the inunicipality five day^ 

^ocp^d^ng to the deposition of the {secretary, 
a patbolic, H« Vidal had endeavoured to incuU 
pate the soldiers of the garrison for having been 
corrupted with the money of the prptestftPts j a»d> 
with the Al^b^ Behnont, b^ displayed an iiide- | 
cent fury againi^t the C^viiiists, and the national 
assembly^ which g^ei^t}^ contributed to produce 
the struggles fatal to so many citizens* 

The blather Hpdeste continued his distri- 
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l>ution of libels ; and numbers of witnesses proved, 
that Father Alexander, and Father Saturnin, of the 
Capuchins, publicly denounced those as impious 
men or bad catholics, who approved the decrees 
of the constituent assembly. The Abb6 Tempi^ 
clothed with all the authority and sanctity of his 
official character, ascended the steps of the altar 
[ I ■ in the chapel of the holy sacrament in the cathe- 
■;(\ dral, and told the assembled multitude, that the 
'• \ f. 'spjstle for the day admonished the catholics to 
U .r-^ (support their faith to the last drop of their blood. 
He was a member of the council of the com- 
mune. 

Neither dismayed nor disheartened by the ge^* 
iieral indignation which their document of 20th 
April had excited, they met again, on the first of 
June, in the church of the Jacobins, to confirm 
their former proceedings J and increased bitterness 
was displayed on the occasion. The month com- 
menced under fatal auspices, and their manoeuvres 
produced, at least in that part of France, the 
horrors of a civil war. 

The choice of the administrators of the public 
afiairs, both for the department and the districts, 
was now to take place, and the municipality 
planned, that these new functions, as well as all 
/others, might be engrossed by the catholics.* 
They were for a moment in a difficulty about their 
Mend Froment and his brother-in-law, Folacher. 
They did not either pay any contributions, or 

* By the new constitution all the' civil agents were to be 
elected by the people. 
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not enough to qualify them to be electors/^^ess 
scrupulous about the means than determined on 
the end, they did not even consult appearances, 
but, by some irregular proceedings, which it is 
unnecessary to detail, they obtained a certain 
qualification ; they became eligible, and were of 
course elected. An attempt was then made to 
hold the electoral assembly in the church of the 
Dominicans, one of the towers of which commu« 
nicated with Froment's house; but the king's 
commissioners saw. the snare, and, insisting on 
another place, the first meeting was held in the ' 
great haJl of the palace. 

On the 5th they.proceeded to the choice of a 
president, and M. Vigier Sarrazin had 345 votes 
out, of 500. Disconcerted by the choice of a 
man distinguished for his constitutional prin- 
ciples, and perceiving the force of the majority 
with which they had to contend, they deter- i i 
mined to subdue or to disperse the assembly. .JUL- 
AU the avenues of the palace were filled with 
armed men wearing red tufts, and the cabarets 
with orators, who inflamed the populace by . 
hypocritical complaints of the dangers of the / 
catholic religion. The king's commissioners 
demanded in vain the protection of the regular 
troops, but, at length, the municipality were 
obliged so far to yield, as to forbid every 
person, not on service, to appear armed. The 
respectable and virtuous citizens only obeyed. 
The captains of the red tufts, recruited their 
companies from .the lo^vest and most immoral 







of t%e people^ Atid ikrmed meti, bought itt lit|. 
prices. 

Ffoitient spent on his compattry^ sums fjvtite 
disproportionate to his property* He purchased! 
swc^dsy ftiuskets^ pouches ; and when blue and 
white were the unifc^tn of the legiops, he had 
the af&ctation to dress his nien in gt^en, faced 
with red* After these prq>arations^ they wei^e 
more ingenuous in their attacks. 

*' Detachments occupied the public places^ 
^* and attracted Crowds, who became outrag^edos 
*< and terrific^ They foraied a procession on 
*< asseS) through the city^ with drums beating 
^ and swords; drawn, cm purpose to insult the 
*^ dragoons. The mum<jpality interfered^ but 
^ it was only to pampes* and gratify the dls^ 
«* tttrbers of the peace and the^ violators of the 
" laws. 

<« They limhed the duty of the dragoons to 
<< a guard of twentj men at the bishqp^s palace ) 
«^ and even these were not to act^ but on the 
<^< i^>ecial requisition of the municipal offices* 
** The dragoona obeyed^ though convinced of 
!< the design, and there remained therefore no 
** pretext for disorder. But the electoral assem«« 
U bly was to finish its labours in a few days^ aiid 
*< the treasonable signal for a general movemenft 
•♦ could not be delayed^ 

** In fact, on Sunday morning, they assembled 
<< in arms, and under prcftence of going to mass^ 
" psnraded the streets to the Church of the Do- 
*^ mmicansi where they held amost inflankinaCofy 
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V meeting. They then attacked the dfag^ns 
*< and the unarmed citizens^ and terrible scenes 
^* of confusion^ dismay^ and bloodshed, filled up 
" the hours of the day* 

" llieir fixed stations were^ the approaches to 
*< the Carmes j^ the house of Froment^ and a 
** commanding part of the ramparts* The 
<* chiefs took possession also of the towers of 
** the Dominicans, which communicated on one 
*' i^de with Froment's house, and on the othei" 
*^ side commanded the door of the church, in 
*< which the municipality wished the electoral 
" assembly to hold its sittings. It was here that 
*< Froment and his party established themselves 

V with more than 300 men, to direct their fire, 
and> as they said, to maintain their ground, 
till the promised' reinforcements should arrive. 
" The choice of a position calculated for 

'^ attack, without exposure to danger ; the rapi« 
*V dity with which double lines of red tufts occu- 
'< pied all the allotted avenues ) and the care 
*< which they took to place gr^t strength neaf 
*< the barracks, where was a pai'k of artillery, 
*< and where alone the citi2;ens coidd procure 
" aiamunitioii, proved that the whole arrange- 
<< ttient had been weU digested. Already several 
<* victims had &llen under their strokes; the 
*< firiends of order were not armed, and the re^ 
*^ giment cf Guyenne wiulted, in the barracks, 
^ the orders of the municipalityir The electors 
"^ urged on the municipality the necessity of 
^ ^claiming martial law, and pressed the re- 
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" luctant Abb6 Belmont to carry the red flag. 
« The Catholics fired from the towers and ram* 
" parts^ sciU^tered the feeble escort, seized the 
«* red flag, and carried it in triumph into Fro* 
" mentis house. 

<< Nismes then presented a fright&d spec- 
** tacle ; armed men ran through the city, fired 
** from the comers of the streets, and attacked 
" with swords and forks all they met A man 
<< named Astuc was wounded, and passing near 
** the aqueduct as he fled, they threw him in, 
'^ hesA him under the water with stones, fired,' 
<< and killed him. Baudon fell under the re- 
^« peated strokes of bayonets and sabres ; they 
" threw his body also into the aqueduct, 
" where lay already the carcase of Astuc. 
<< The monsters carried his helmet, sabre, and 
** musket (he was a dragoon) to Froment, and 
'< presented them as trophies. Bouchor, a young 
** man only seventeen, was shot as he was look- 
" ing out of his window. Three electors were 
" wounded ; one dangerously. The royal com- 
'< missioners, and some of the municipality, de- 
<^ termined that martial law should again be 
'< declared; M. Griolet accompanied the muni- 
cipal officers, and one of the beadles of the city 
carried the flag. The trumpet sounded : the 
" escort took the same route, met the same fate, 
" and were obliged to fly for their lives. M. Fer- 
" rand alone remained, and he was conveyed by* 
" force into Froment^s house by a little private 
" door. 
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<* The beadle was seized, his flag was taken : 
*< and he deposed, that one of the rebels, point- 
<< ing to the body of a dead man in the ditch, 
*• said to him, * See how he drinks** M. Griolet 
" and M. Pontier took refuge in the barracks 
^* and demanded assistance of the regiment of 
" Guienne. Six companies were ordered to 
^^ march ; but the fire from the ramparts ceasing 
M at the sound of the drums of the garrison, it 
was hoped, that tranquillity would be re- 
stored. The military were reluctant to com>. 
mence a regular attack, and all retired with- 
out acting. Thus ended the 13th of June.** 
The chidfs of the conspiracy ought now, at 
all events, to have abandoned their desperate 
project. Out of eighteen companies of the 
legion, only three could be induced to plunge 
themselves into ruin, and the department into 
misery ; without the experience of all the cala« 
mity which followed, that day might have 
taught them, that even in the south, with a 
municipality to their mind, gold at command, 
and fanaticism enkindled, they could only entail 
defeat upon themselves, and death on their iur 
struments. Froment and his brother Pierre, 
Folacher his brother-in-law, and Descombi^s, 
8tiU, however, maintained their hostile disposi- 
tions, and supported themselves with the illusion 
of help from M. Bouzol, second commandant 
of the province, whom Froment, in his work, 
idready quoted, charges with not acting con- 
formably with the dispatches of the princes. 
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In fact» they sent in the night» letters to 
M« BouzoI» demanding succour, and promising 
the authorisation of the municipality ; and they 
also sent into the catholic commtmes open 
letters, containing the most inflammatory false- 
hoods, to bring a furious multitude to aid their 
intended massacre. The letter to M. Bou2ol, 
intercepted at Uchaud, and brought to the 
electoral assembly, produced the following mi- 
nute. *^ The assembly has learned with indig- 
nation, that Froment, and his colleagues,^ desti- 
tute of all character, have cast on the victims 
of their aggressions, and the agressions of their 
accomplices, the gidlt of an insurrection, of 
which they alone are the authors ; and, on such 
a base representation, have dared to require the 
assistance of the dragoons garrisoned at S«n^ 
mitres.'* 

M. Massadon, an elector, being wounded, only 
escaped death by repeatiedly declaring : he watB 
/a catholic. M. Vial, an elector of Salle, wate 
interrogated whether he was a black throat, 
5(protestant,) and before he could answer, waa 
so severely stoned, that he only preserved his 
life by a precipitate flight. M.Pusch, also elector 
of Salle, received four sabre wounds, and was 
taken home dreadfully mangled. It was evident 
that not a moment was to be lost. At four in the 
mommg of the 14th, the- national guard (legion 
Nimoise) found.it indispensable to muster <m 
the esplanade, and about seven, tliey were joined 
4)y those of the environs. " These forces, (sajis 
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th6 report of the electoral assembly,) foil of the 
ardour of vetogeahce^ and crying, vive le natioriy 
vive le roU presented a spectacle, at once con- 
soling and alarming/* From day-break, a red 
flag vTdiB placed at one of the windows of the 
Hdtel de Ville. 

The citizens, who fled from the terror that 
reigned in - Nismes, were arrested by the ca- 
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tholics who infested the roads, and were obliged / | 
to ^ve proof of their Catholicism before their / \ 
lives were granted. They searched for M. Rah 
on purpose to kill him j fortunately he was 
not to be found, but his house was plundered. 
Hugues, clerk to the house of Messrs. Maigre, 
was put to dea*h. M. and Madame Vogue 
were at their country house ; they broke open 
the doors, massacred them both in their apart- 
ment, and destroyed their dwelling. M. Blacher^ 
seventy years of age, recognised as a protestant, 
was cut to pieces with a sickle. The young 
Pyerre, aged fifteen, carrpng s6me food to his 
brother, passed a troop posted at the Port des Isles ; 
a voice demanded, "Are you catholic or protest- 
ant?*' The lad replied, " I am a protestant j** 
immediately a man, or rather a monster, fired at 
the innocent boy ; he fell and expired. One of 
the murderer's companions said, " You might as 
well kill a lamb.** " I have sworn,** replied he, 
** to kill four protestants for my share, and this 
will count for one.** M. Maigre, venerable for 
his age, (eighty-two years,) as the head of a 
most respectable family, and as the benefactor 
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of the poor, fled from bis house, taking in hi$ 
carriage, his son, his son's wife, two of their 
children, and two servants. The father and son 
were massacred, under circumstances peculiarly 
atrocious. Madame Maigre and her daughter 
escaped, during the commission of these crimes, 
to an inn } the villains pursued them, swearing 
that they would cut them in pieces. The inn- 
keeper assured them, on his oath, that they had 
fled : the bloodhounds set off in search of them, 
and by this means only they were saved. 

There were, however, many from the communes 
which they had not been able to deceive, who ar- 
rived successively at Nismes, and several of them, 
even conducted by their cures. MM. Sollier, 
prior of Colognac ; Br^mond, cure of Anduze ; 
Boulet, ewe of Peuchredron j Chabert, cure of 
Boissiere j and the cur6 of Castelnau, gave, on 
this occasion, noble proofs of liber^ity and 
patriotism. The numbers of Froment's troops 
continued hourly to increase, and early in the 
morning several lives had been lost. The na- 
tional guard were still on the esplanade, in front 
of the abbey of the capuchins, the monastery 
which has been mentioned, as the manufactory 
and warehouse of the atrocious libels with which 
the country had been deluged. M. St. Pons, 
commandant of the troops, thought it his duty 
to visit this monastery, as it might prove a most 
advantageous position for the enemy : the visit 
was made regularly, and peaceably, and neither 
arm^d men nor ammunition were discovered. 
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He examined from similar motives, th^ Roman 
amphitheatre. On a sudden, shots were fired 
from the monastery, and M. Massip, municipal 
officer of St. Cosme, was killed. The constern- 
ation was extreme, and for a moment the espla- 
nade was deserted ; but surprise soon gave place 
to fury ; the treacherous murder inspired ven- 
geance; the convent was attacked, the door 
broken open with axes, and five capuchins, all 
who had not escaped or concealed themselves, 
and three layJbrothers, were sacrificed. The 
convent was demolished ; the furniture was de- 
stroyed J the library was ransacked j the drawers 
of the vestry were opened, and one of the censers 
was stolen. The granary and the cloth manu- 
factory were untouched j and as for the church, 
it was so perfectly respected, that not the least 
damage was done, or disorder committed. The 
cure of St. Castor attested, that it was not in the 
smallest degree profaned. A censer was taken 
from the sacristy by some one who followed 
the crowd, but it was retaken by themselves^ 
placed in the hands of the criminal recorder, 
and the thief was given up to the rigour of the 
laws. 

That the shots came from the convents, is a 
fact established by numerous and impartial 
witnesses ; that M. Froment did not know of 
the capture of his dispatches, and expected the 
armed force from M. Bouzol, is also in evidence ; 
that the capuchins were particularly obnoxious, 
has also been proved ; that it was part of the 
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plan to goad to excesses, on purpose to justify 
massacre, is notonous ; it is, thereiore, most pro* 
bable, that the nrmg was instigated on purpose 
to produce some violence on the part of the 
patriots; and it is certain that the feelings <^ 
the national guards were not at all religious, or 
fanatical^ as they left the church, which would 
otherwise have been the first object of their 
attack, untouched. The national guards were 
evidently, either catholics who held sacred the in- 
signia of their own religion, or protestants who 
respected the professions of their catholic fellow- 
citizens. 

All was still activity at the centre of Froment's 
operations. A constant fire was kept up from 
the ramparts. Communications were established 
with the tower of the dominicans. Thirty 
men demanded entrance to that monastery. 
It was in vain that the brethren represented, 
that their consent would cause them to .be 
murdered. In spite of their remonstrances, the 
door was opened. Froment fixed his men : 
*« In this position,** said he, " you may kill 400." 
Victims fell on both sides ; and at length 
M.Aubry, captain of artillery, proposed to storm 
their entrenchment. Six pieces of artillery from 
the barracks were placed in battery, under the fire 
of the catholics ; and the besieged were obliged 
to take refuge in the house of Froment. With 
the honourable design of saving the lives of the 
innocent and the guilty, commissioners from the 
electoral assembly, preceded by a white flag 




and the city tiniihpeter, summobedFfQmeiit, &c. 
to parley. They requii^^ that they should 
give up their arms» and the chiefs,, whom they 
promised to place, as hostages, under the safe- 
guard of the law* The rebels refused the 
termfi^ and had the temerity to require the 
qc^amtissioner^ to come into liieir house* The' 
commissioners rejected the proposition^ and re-^ 
quired th^ besieged to meet them in the street 
They at length consented to surrender their 
arms catt>^the palace, and themselves to the 
electoral assembly. ^The white flag was hoisted 
on the barracks, and all was preparing for car- 
rying into effect the treaty, i/i^hen, sudd^y, the. 
firing recommenced from the ramparts, and in 
a moment all hope of reconciliation vanished. 
The artillery opened instantly a tremendoua 
fire; tiie soldiers demanded th^ lives of the 
leaders ; ladders were fixed ; the troops invested 
Ei:oment's faoiise, and the towers were taken by 
aissault. Pierre Froment fell first, and all the 
besieged who did not fly instantly perished. 
Nothing could arrest the deplorable ardour of 
the victors. 

" The shots which had put an end to the 
armistice, came from the convent of the Domi- 
nicans ; : it was believed that the rebels had taken 
refuge there ; and it was entered. The apart- 
ments, . the library, the c^Us^s, all that was pro-^ 
Jme dr secular. Wis destroyed; but this was 
the resiilt of war, and not the effect of fanaticism. 
There, as at the Capuchins, the church was 
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respected : even the sacristy, and, in the interior 
of the house, achest of engravings of devotional 
subjects, remained uninjured. The defeat was 
ruinous to the ccmspirators, and without glory 
even for those who conquered. 

The morning dawned on events still more 
dreadful than those which had marked the hours 
of the preceding day. It is not possible to relate 
the details of all that was perpetrated by a ven* 
geance terribly provoked, and as long restrained* 
At an early hour, the electoral assembly, pre- 
ceded by a white flag, went to the spot where the 
national guards were drawn up, exhorted them 
to be peaceable and temperate, and conjured them 
especially to abstain from shedding blood. Alas ! 
these exhortations were soon forgotten. The 
armed parties, which continued to arrive, in 
every direction, strangers, in fact, in the city» 
mixed with the guards, and, in the unavoidable 
confusion, indulged in great licentiousness., 
llie houses of the Abb6s Brayouze and Cabanel 
were completely stripped; a retailer of wine» 
devoted to Froment, was killed in the court of 
the palace ; the municipal officer Laurent, and 
M. Vidal, procureur of the commune, hid them- 
selves in an uninhabited house, near the amphi- 
theatre. They were discovered. Who saved 
''. \ I them ? — a protestant. Marc Antoine Ribot con- 
; rx ceded their names, disguised M. Vidal by a 
I ^ \ change of dress, conducted them both to the 
I electoral assembly, and placed them under the 
protection of the law. During the night they 



V\ 




TRANQUILLITY RESTORED. 73 

made their escape. It is impossible for par- 
tiality itself to deny, that all the most respectable 
persons of the patriotic party exerted themselves 
to the utmost to check the disorder, and that 
the most culpable of the catholics were in- 
debted for their safety to the humane, and even 
generous principles: of the injured protestants« 
, Happily, the national guard of Montpellier ar- 
rived. Ml.de Serres, the commander, a knight 
of St. Louis,, immediately placed his sword in 
the hand of the president of the electoral as- 
sembly, and would only receive it from him af- 
ter taking the civic oath. The president returned 
the sword to M. de Serres, and said, "I re- 
turn your sword. Sir ; and while it is in your 
hands the signal of defence or attack, let it be 
also the signal of moderation ; and let it arrest 
the violence and excess which revolt every hu- 
mane and virtuous mind." A council of war 
was summoned ; and of 15,000 men then in Nis- 
mes, only 2000 were retained, including the Le- 
gion Nimoise and 400 cavalry. The night was 
perfectly quiet ; the principal conspirators, Fro- 
ment, Folacher, &c. took themselves to flight ; 
the electoral assembly issued a proclamation, \U 
denying most solemnly that " religion, or reli- I p 
gious opinions, had reaUt/ occasioned the trou- I 1 
bles," and this wise measure stopped the march | | 
of a large body of troops. Thus terminated a dan- ^i 
gerous insurrection, designed, under the mask 
of religion, to operate a civil war, but, in its re- 
sult, fatal to those who confidently and wickedly 
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formed the plan, and calculated on its success. 
Even in the dreadful vengeance which sullied the 
triumph of those who had been marked out for 
destruction^ and whose friends and relatives had 
been massacred, the protestants were not prin- 
cipally concerned : they had their share in tihese 
transactionsy but they had no special SLUihonty^ 
j and acted not as protestants, but as citizens. 
I The vanquished, it is true, were all of the same 
I religion, were all catholics ; but it was precisely 
' the reverse with the conquerors, for the protestants 
I found among the catholics their best auxiliaries. 
The commissioners appointed by Louis XVI. 
[ : and the national assembly, have lefl on record 
! J I the following ample justification of the pro- 

Kfessors of the protestant faith : — " In the his- 
tory of the massacres of Nismes, you will per- 
j i \ ceive throughout, the traces of fanaticism and 
\ \ rrevolt. It was not till November, that is, till, 
the decrees on the property of the clergy, that 
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any disunion or agitation existed; and from- 

i Ithat moment, the people were inspired with 

C \ i alarm for the fate of the catholic religion, and 

with fury against the protestants j and, under the 

veil of religious jealousy, the most wicked de- 

jsigns were concealed. After these were de- 

: i ;ieated, scores of libels were published, accusing 

; ) ihe protestants with the excitement of tumult, 

i iand the intended massacre of the priests. It is. 

Me are confident, unnecessary to answer such ab- 
ird and groundless charges. The protestants 
.,ere the objects of party hatred, as soon as 
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a party was formed against the new order of 
things. From the epoch of the dissatisfaction / 
of the clergy, they became the butt for a cloud / 
of calumnious shafts, artfully thrown at thenij 
to produce a counter-revolution in the south of 
France. It is absolutely fake that the protest- 
ants were the aggressor]^} and. it is >as impro- 
bable aa false that they $houJd. pil^if .^i^^pstil^ 
movements. In Nismes they are oiJyallflrd of 
the population : what interest could they4tave 
in troubles ? what had they to regret? what had 
they lost? Privileges, titles, wealth had not 
been taken fronn them, but they had gained 
every thing by the revolution, which com- 
menced with othersi They blest it; they had 
obtained civil rights; and, devoted to manu- 
facture and commerce, they desired public traQ* 
quillity and a free government, which would 
promote their fortunes by favouring their in- 
dustry. Such men have not premeditated tha 
frightful crimes of which they have been ;^c- 
cused, and which have been announced to all 
France as the fruit of a system long and deeply 
prepared/* The king and the qational assembly 
attested the truth of this report ; and thus ab- 
solved, I need pursue no farther, on this charge, 
the vindication of the protestants* 
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CHAP. IV. 

THE DEFEATED CATHOLICS OP 1790, RENEW THE ATTACK 
IN 1814. — CHARGE THE PROTESTANTS WITH USURPATION 
AND OPPRESSION. — GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES AND DI* 
VISIONS OF THE GARD. — PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC 
POPULATION. — DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION. — OR- 
GANISATION AND NUMBER OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 

THE DIVISION OF POLITICAL POWER. — DEPUTIES TO THE 
LEGISLATURE. — THE TRIBUNALS. — MUNICIPALITY. — 
PREFECTURE. — LUCRATIVE OFFICES. — CONCLUSION. 

The power of the soUdisant catholics was at an 
end ; but the wrecks of the defeated party, 
scattered over the face of Europe, still main- 
\ tained a correspondence in the south of France, 
and embraced every opportunity which the 
\ \ fluctuation of factions, the loss of battles, or 
\ I internal disorders presented for the re-union of 
^ J / their force, and the renewal of their attacks. 
^ x The strong government of Buonaparte destroyed 
\ V all their hopes, and many of them, despairing of 
^f V advantage from the Bourbon cause, became the 
^ \ most zealous servants, and the most fulsome 
/"J^' flatterers of Napoleon le Grand. 
^ The unexpected return of the ancient dynasty 

i > rallied them all once more round the old ban- 
ners ; Bonapartists and Emigres embraced each 
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Other before the altar ; rekindled the brands of 
fanaticism, and raised again their terrific war- 
whoop. To justify a conduct so wicked and so 
unnecessary, they boldly asserted, that from 
1790 to 1814, the protestants had engrossed all 
public offices and authority ; that under Robe- 
spierre and Buonaparte, they had oppressed the 
catholics, and that the restoration was a proper 
occasion for the catholics to resume their na- 
tural influence, and emancipate themselves for 
ever from the yoke of their calvinistic oppres- 
sors. 

This justification forms the third charge . 

against the protestants, which I undertook to ' 

investigate and refute. In discharging this 
duty I have collected and verified lists of the 
persons who have filled ofiicial stations in the 
department, from the commencement of the 
revolution ; and have prepared from them a 
compendious statement of different branches of 
the public service, and arranged some leading 
facts, in order to demonstrate, that impudence 
never masked with the confidence of truth, a 
more profligate and abominable calumny. But 
first of all, I shall present some general expla- 
nations which may assist the enquiries of those 
who desire to be correctly informed. 

Before the extraordinary decree of the con- 
stituent assembly, which destroyed all the 
old geographical and political divisions of 
France, and suppressed at once provinces, setiet 
chaussees, bailiwicks, and dioceses ; the district 
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of the Gard formed an important part of the 
province of Languedoc. The same authority 
that raised it into a distinct, and independent 
department, traced its limits, and regulated its 
administration. It is bounded on the north by 
the Cevennes, on the east by the Rhone, on 
\ the south by the Mediterranean, and on the 
west by the Vidourie, and the department of tiie 
Heratilt* 

The whole extent of the department is di- 
vided into four arrondissemens or circles; the 
arrondissemens into thirty-six cantons, and these 
again into several hundi*ed communes. 

The 1st arrondissement, that of Alais, con- 
tains the cantons of Barjac, St. Ambroix, Ve- 
zenobre, Ledignan, Anduze, St. Jean, Alais, 
Genolhac. 

The 2d arrondissement, Uzes, comprises the 
cantons of Pont St. Esprit, Bagnols, Roque-** 
maure, Villeneuve, Remoulins, St. Chaptes, 
Uzes, Lussan. 

The 3d arrondissement, Nismes, includes the 
cantons of Marguerittes, Aramon, Beaucaire^ 
St. Gilles, Aigues Mortes, Vauvert, Sommia:*es, 
St. Mamet, and Nismes. 

The 4th arrondissement, Le Vigan, com* 
prehends the cantons of St. Andre de Vall^ 
borgne, la Salle, Sauve, Quissac, St. Hypolite, 
Sumene, le Vigan, Alzon, Treves, Valleraugue. 
. ^ The two religious parties which form a po* 

pulation of 322,000, are nearly equal in political 
importance ; for while the protestants compose 
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only a third of the inhabitants^ fhey contribute 
about one half of the revenuesi^ and by their 
commercial and agricultural industry^ euiplojjr 
not only a large portion of the pec^le of their 
own department, but of those of the ArdSohe 
and the Loz^e» 

The south and the east, extending from 
Pont St. Esprit to Aigues Mortes, along the 
borders of the Rhone, and the shores of the sea; 
are inhabited almost entirely by cathoUcs. 
Aigues Mortes, Beaucaire, and the neighbouring 
villaiges, are. filled with ignorant and fanatical 
peasants, and furnished the principal agents in 
the persecutions of 1814 and 1815. 

The north and the west, comprising the 
mountainous communes of the Cevennes, and 
the towns and villages on the rivers Vidourle 
and Gardon, called the Vaunage and the Gar*- 
donenque, are in a great degree protestant. 

The Cevennols are robust and hardy : labourinsr 
on the mountains, and among forests oi chesnuts^ 
on the fruit of which they subsist ahnost [entirely, 
many of them have scarcely* ever known the 
luxury of bread. While they partake of the 
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ardour and irascibility by which the southerns J? 
are characterised, liiey are more peaceable, f| 
urbane, and enlightened; and, though invin- \ 

cible by force, they are remarkably accessible ': \ 
to kindness and persuasion. Instructed by their 
schoolmasters and their pastors, regular in < 
their attendsn^ce on ^public worship, and fainii. I 
liar witli the history of the wars of their O^ 
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lebrated ancestors, though not much informed 
of political parties and affairs, they take the 
most lively interest in the happiness of their, 
brethren ; and an alarm sounded among their 
rocks, would bring them down like mountain 
torrents to overwhelm the intolerant enemies 
of their faith. 

Nismes stands on the line which separates 
the catholic and protestant districts, and con- 

^A tains the two denominations in about the same 
\.. proportion as the department of which it is the 
capital. Of more than 40,000 inhabitants, six- 
teen only are protestants ; but among them are 
the principal merchants and manufacturers, and 
their property and industry give their deno- 
mination an influence, which counterbalances 
the inferiority of their numbers. The parties 
lare there immediately in presence of each other, 
pnd in a situation to be supported by their 
respective communions, placed on either side of 
the city. Before the restoration, the distinction 
of religion was observed, without jealousy among 
the rich, or animosity among the poor. The 
catholic women suspended the symbolic cross, 
as the ornament of their necks, the protestant 
women a ball, or the figure of a dove; but 
hese avowed distinctions were amicably tole- 

\ I rated, and the professions they indicated, treated 
-*-«L^ with mutual respect. 

The constituent assembly revolutionised the 
administrative as well as the geographical sys- 
tem, and substituted for intendants, parliaments. 
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pr^vots, commandanls, &c., municipalities, 
councils, and judges chosen by the people, and 
national guards composed of responsible citi-^ 
zens. 

Extraordinary tribunals, and special adminis- 
trato,^ were imposed by the diLent faction, 
who successively maintained a short and pre- 
carious ascendancy. At length Buonaparte in- 
troduced a new system, destroyed the popular 
influence, and established the order which still 
exists, without any change, but that of royal for 
imperial. 

The prefect is the supreme authority in the 
department, is nominated by the emperor or 
lung, and assisted by a council nominated also 
by the crown. Nismes is the seat of the prefec- 
ture. The other arrondissemens are superintend- 
ed by sub-prefects. They hold their appoint- 
ments directly from the king, but correspond 
with the government through the prefects to 
whom they are subordinate. Every canton is 
the residence of a Jtige de paix^ appointed by 
the crown, but communicating with the Procureur 
du Roif the superior legal authcHity. The com- 
munes are governed by a mayor and adjuncts, 
OF deputies, appointed by the crown in all large 
towns, and by the prefect in the small towns 
and villages, and a municipal council chosen by 
the prefect from among the inhabitants, who pay 
the greatest part of the public contributions. 
All the judges, both in the civil and criminal 
courts of police correctionnellej premiere instance^ 
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assiSf and the cours royale^ or court of appeal^ 
are aominated by the crown, *-^ the juries, by 
the prefect. 

It is easy to perceive, that the will and the 
influence of the government, could alone raise 
the citizens, under such a system, to public sta^ 
tions ; and it remains to be seen how far that 
influence favoured the domination of the pro- 
testants of the department of the Gard. 

'The organization of the reformed churches, 
decreed by Buonaparte, bore as much relation to 
the local divisions and civil institutions as the 
nature of the case would admit. 

A consistorial church is an arrondissement, or 
circle, comprehending a protestant population of 
6000 souls in the same department: 5000 on 
the confines of one department, and 1000, on 
the confines of the adjoining department, cannot 
unite in one consistcuial church, but must both 
remain without the supposed benefit of the pro- 
vision of the state. A consistory, chosen from 
among the heads of families paying most taxes, 
regulates the afiairs of the church. The sub^re- 
feet superintends the election and all extraordi- 
nary meetings of the consistory } and as the pas- 
t\ tors are appointed (on the nomination of the 
' : consistory), and paid by the government, and 
V ; are public functionaries, all disputes between 
; \ the minister and his church must be referred 
to the council of state, and subject to its decision. 
An arrondissement of five consistorial churches 
forms a synod, composed of a pastor and a deputy 
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from each church. It cannot assemble without 
. the permission of the government ; sit longer 
than six days, or, without the presence of a pre** 
iect or sub-prefect ; discuss any question which 
the government does not approve ; nor act on 
any of its own decisions, till they are ratified by 
the state. A S3mod on this plan has never been 
assembled ; so that the churches are entirely de- 
pendent on the government, and isolated and \ \>i 
independent of each other. The pastors, consi- 
dered as public agents, are expected to take a 
certain rank, in all public marks of homage to the 
prince, with the consistories; to participate in the 
expressions of the various political corps ; and to 
celebrate, by religious services, certain days and 
events signalized by the government. Theprotes- 
tants are, therefore, compelled to assume a sort 
of political appearance, which, on some occasions, 
may compromise their religious character, and fa- 
vour the charge of secularity and ambition, though 
they only observe a formality, which they dare not 
neglect. 

Without stopping to point out the utter in- 
compatibility of this scheme with true religion, 
with the prosperity of the protestant churches, 
and the comfort and independence of the whole 
body, it may be sufficient to remark^ that though 
it gave them legal and pecuniary support, it was 
as far as possible from placing them in a situa- 
tion to exercise any degree of domination, 
by a union of strength, or by combined and 
sectarian efforts ; while, under a bigotted ca(ho- 
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Uc administration, it provided the means of tfad 
most absolute oppression. Seventeen consistoiial 
churches, formed under this system of compre*. 
sion and subserviency, and extending over £60 
communes, comprehend almost the whole protes* 
tant population of the department of the Gard. * 
Did that population in all or in any of the 
administrations obtain or abuse the supreme 
authority ?J 

The Jhrst testimony I produce, is from the 
return of representatives to the national legisbk 
ture. The revolution commenced with the meiet- 
mg of the states-general ; but it has been already 
Stated, that in the deputation from Languedoc^ 
(the most protestant province in France,) con- 
sisting of mxteen persons, there were cmly three 
protestants. The next important epoch in the 
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* The arrondissemen$ contain the following churdies. 

\p AlAIS. 3. NiSMES. 

St. Ambroix 36 communes. Nismes 3 communei^ 

Alais 22 Vauvert 7 

' Vezenobre 26 Aiguevives 10 

. St. Jean 3 Calvisson 11 i 

Anduze . 8 Sommieres 21 

2. UzEs. 4. Le Vigan. 

Uzes ^^ commune^. Vigan 13 communesi 

St. Chaptes 17 Valleraugue 12 c 

St. Hypolite 9 . , 

La Salle- 12 
Sauve 24 

Many of the churches contain more than 6000; that of 
Kismes reckons nearly three times that number. iSome of 
the churches fall below the legal calculation. 
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progress of the revolution, was the meeting of 
-the national convention. The electors of the 
-Gard assembled at Beaucaire in August 1792$ 
and their choice sent to the convention, seven 
catholics and only one protestant* M. Rabaut 
Pomier, son of Paul Rabaut, was that protestant* 
His brother, St. Etienne, was guillotined j he was 
imprisoned bythe Jacobins j subsequentiy,he was 
many years one of the pastors of the reformed 
church of Paris, where he now resides, univer- JJ^ 
«aily respected and esteemed. 

In 1795 another stage of the revolution was 
accompUshed, and imder th^ directorial governs 
ment, the deputies to the legislature were comi- 
posed of jftpe catholics and three protestants. 
. The erection of the consulate of Buonaparte 
occurred in 1799, and issued in the imperisd dy* 
nasty. During the whole period of his reign, till 
the abdication of Fontainbleau, there were three 
catholics and two protestants returned to the 
legislative body from the department of the Gard. 
r It results, then, from this analysis, that of those 
who were selected to J&ame the laws, twenty-' 
eight were taken from the catholics, and only 
nine from the protestants ; that the preponder- 
ance was, therefore, greatiy on the side of the ca- 
lumniators ; and that the catholic deputies were . 
most numerous at the most criminal period of | \ 

the revolution, — • during the crimes and cruel- ^«^^ 
ties of the natibnal convention. 

The second testimony, I have drawn from the Ki?, 

general state of the local tribunals. Jij the se* ' 
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veral courts, both civil and criminal which ex.- 
isted from 1789 to 1799, the majority of catho- 
lies was very great. This was the natural conse* 
quence of the intolerance which prevailed before 
the revolution ; protestants were not allowed to 
enter public offices, and the lawyers and advo- 
cates were almost entirely catholics. 

The revolutionary tribunal of 1793 was form^ 
ed entirely of sia: catholics, among whom was 
the notorious Giret, a catholic priest of Uzes. 

After the fall of the directory, and the eleva- 
tion of Buonaparte to the consulship in 1800, a 
new judicial system was promulgated : the result 
is worthy of observation. 

A tribunal of appeal was erected, and con- 
tained thirteen catholics and one protestant, M. 
Gide, who had been condemned in 1793 as a 
royalist, and placed on the list of emigrants. A 
criminal tribunal was formed of^t;^ catholics and 
two protestants, both persecuted as royalists in 
1793. A civil tribunal was also established^ 
consisting of Jive catholics and Jive protestants, 
one of whom, M. Ganjon, was proscribed in 1793. 
In 1811 the Emperor Napoleon re-arranged 
the system. The court of appeal was then made 
the Imperial court, and among between MrtywLA 
forty members, there was only one protestant. 
The tribunals of premiere instance were formed 
at the same time. At Nismes eight of the mem- 
bers were catholics and three were protestants : 
at Alais, eight catholics and one protestant: 
at Le Vigan, seven catholics and two protestants ; 
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at Uzes eight catholics and one protestant. This 
review will demonstrate, that as the catholics 
were the framers of the laws, the protestants had 
not the power to prevent or pervert their appli- 
cation. Such as the laws were, the catholics who 
had great majorities in the ordinary and extraor- 
dinary courts, are responsible for their execution. 

The tiiird kind of evidence, has been ex- 
tracted from the history of the municipal au- 
thority of Nismes. 

The first election of the munic ipality took 
gkremlTQO ; and in recording the transactions 
m^^^^'^^^d^ I have described its composition, 
and the intrigues by which seventeen catholics, 
and only one protestant were chosen* This body 
was dissolved by Louis XVI. and the national 
assembly, for its unworthy conduct } and on a 
new election in 17919 eleven catholics, and seven 
protestants were nominated. 

Another municipality was formed in 179^, in 
about th6 same proportions ; it existed but a few 
months, and was replaced by one nominated by 
the representatives of the convention^ Rouviere 
and Paujou, and composed of jacobins and sans- .ii 
culottes. The patriots of 17899 of bothreli&:ions, t 
were excluded; but amoncr the new officers, 
the mayor and nine others, most of them taken 
from the lowest of the people^ were catholics. 
During the reign of the directory, there were 
several alterations entirely irrespective of reli* 
gious distinctions ; though the catholics had uni- -^ 
£otm\y the majority. At the period of the con» 
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tulate, tii^ municipality received a new form, 
and till the restoration, two mayors, and two as- 
sistants, and one secretary were protestants, and 
four assistants and one secretary were catholics. 
TJdrty persons were members ^f the municipal 
council, of whom only ten were protestants. 
. The influence of the municipal authority ill 
the city, wa& principally in the hands of the 
catholics ; and the effect of its example, as chief 
place of the department, could not be favour^ 
able to the creation of protestant municipalities 
in the inferior towns. 
The fourth kind of proof, is adduced from the 
r» ' \ prefecture of the department. The prefecture 
\ I; I was an institution of the consulship, and con- 
1 \ tinued under the empire. The prefect, the im- 
'^ \ \ mediate creature of the government, and the 
\ I \ creator of the subaltern agents, mayors, and 
adjuncts, is the highest authority in the depart- 
ments. Three prefects were appointed in the 
Gard, by the Consul Buonaparte and theEmperor 
Napoleon ; all were catholics. The members of 
I the council of the prefects, during this period, 
\ Were in the proportion oijvve catholics to two 
V ^protestants. The office of; secretary was filled 
; i^st by a catholic, and afterwards by a proteft* 
' ftant. In this important branch of public admi- 
[■ Saistration, as in every other, under the emperor, 
. I las under the jacobins, the catholics had to boast 
■^'"^^ of dignity and pre-eminence. 

KvA jiftlily^ and finally, testimony is to be 
found in the records of offices essentially and 
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peculisiri^ luOrativ€^ From the dommencetn^fiit 
of the revalutioB^ to i^t tetam of the Bourbo&Si 
the protectants have not participated in the 
emoluments of the most profitable posts^ either 
in the e^dse, the registries, - or the domains^ 
The offices of receiver-general^ paymast^-gene^ 
fel^ director of domains, director of the post* 
office, directcMT of tiie droits retmiSj fceqperof 
woods and waters, keeper of mortgage deeds, 
director of the dep6t of mendicity, receiver of 
registration and national domain fees, receiver 
of fees for the registration of judical acts, and 
collector of taxes, were enjoyed exclusively by 
the catholics under all the different administra- 
tions. These specimens complete the chain of 
evidence, and leave the protestants perfectly 
free from engrossing the public offices and 
authority. From accidental causes, and espe- 
cially being by far the most wealthy and in- 
structed, it might have happened that they had 
occupied more places than others j or they might 
have been selected by the different governments, 
as their most suitable agents, without being 
criminal, either in the acceptance, or the exer- 
cise of power. But the fact did not exist j and 
it is unnecessary now to plead, that they might 
have been, or that they were innocent, because 
it was impossible they could be guilty. They 
could not abuse what they never possessed j 
they could not appropriate what they never 
obtained ; the . absolute impossibility of their 
cruninality, only renders more absurd the accu- 
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sation of their persecutors ; and the more absurd 
the charge, the more atrocious the calumny. 
On the return of the Bourbons to France, from 
which they had been absent more than twenty 
years, they found the protestants maintaining, 
with equity and honour, those social and political 
relations, to which they had been admitted since 
the commencement of the revolution. 
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CHAR V. 

ARRIVAL OF LOUIS XVIII* AX PARIS| XM 1814^— ACKKOW** 
LEDOBO AT NISMSS, AND THROUGHOUT THE DEPART- 
MENT, — CONDUCT OP THE PROTESTANTS. — PASTORAL 
LETTER. — SERMON OP M. JUILLERAT.— DEPUTATIONS TO 
THE KINO PROM THE CONSISTORIAL CHURCHES AND MU- 
NICIPALITY. — PROMENT AGAIN AT NISMES. — REVIVAL 
OF RELIGIOUS DISSENSION* — - THE MAYOR INSULTED, AND 
RESIGNS. — INFLAMMATORY INSCRIPTIONS. — PREFECT IN- 
SULTED. — ADDRESSES OF THE CATHOLICS IN FAVOUR 
OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 1790, THE RESTORATION OF 
BISHOPRICSi AND THB RECALL OF THE JESUITS. — 
VOW OF A SILVER CHILD TO BE PRESENTED TO THE DUCHESS 
d'aNGOUL^MB. -— SPIRIT OF THE PRIESTS. — ATTACKS ON 
THE PROTESTANTS. — ARRIVAL OP AN EXTRAORDINARY 
ROYAL COMMISSIONER. — CATHOLICS REPRESSED.-— F^TE 
DIBU. — CONCESSIONS OF THE PROTESTANTS. — CONDUCT 
OF THB NEW PROTESTANT MAYOR. -— COMTE D* ARTOIS AT 
NISMBS. — RENEWAL OF OUTRAGES AGAINST THE PRO- 
TESTANTS. -« THE 21ST OF JANUARY. — EFFIGIES OF PRO- 
TESTANT MINISTERS. -« PREVALENCE OF INTOLERANCE.-— 
ALARM OF THE PROTESTANTS. — RETURN OF NAPOLEON. 

The anival of the king at Paris was known at 
Nismes on the 13th of Aprili 1814. In a quarter 
of an hour the white cockade was seen in every 
direction^ the white flag floated on all the pub- 
lic buildings, on the splendid monuments of an- 
tiquity, and even on the tour Magne, beyond 
the city walls. " Our district (say the deputies 
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of the royal court of Nismes, in their address to 
Louis the XVIII.) presented the most delight- 
ful spectacle. By a sudden and spontaneous 
/movement, all labour was suspended ; the people, 
in immense crowds, flod^ed to the temples and 
the public places; they congratulated each 
other } they embraced, with tears streaming from 
their eyes t they were only Frenchmen ; therfe 
was no party spirit, no hostile feeling.** 

The protestants, who had especially suffered 
in their commerce from the national calaimties, 
united in the general joy. The consistory of 
Nismes was among the first to send its adhesion 
to the senate and the legislative body. F6tes, 
public rejoicings, triumphal arches, and every 
civil demonstration of delight, testified the dis*- 
position of the protestants of the Gard, and the 
feelings of the inhabitants of Vauvert, Anduze, 
St. Hyppolite, Saint Jean, Alais, Vigan, Ar- 
paillargues, Ners, Sommieres, Calvisson, Sauve, 
Quissac, Salle, Ledignan, Boucairan, Mialet, 
Sumene, Saumane, Montaren, Uzes, St. Chaptes, 
St. Mamet, Gajan, Aiguevives, Milhau^, Jt^ng- 
lade, Clarensac, Congenies, St. Cosme, Dlions, 
Rouvi^re, Sagries, Sanilhac and Montpezat. 

These peaceful villages and rural communes 
became afterwards the scenes of the most dread- 
ful outrages; but if the pretended catholic 
royalists had sincerely desired the restoration 
for its own sake, they could not but have been 
satisfied and assured of the stability of the 
Bourbons, by these universal acclamations. It 
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is not my design to examine the quality oi^ the ex- 
tent of that loyalty which characterised the ad^ 
dresses and public proceedings of a considerable 
proportion ofErance at this period. Subsequent 
events have proved that it was not immutable ; 
but whatever was its value, the protestants poS'o 
sessed it equally with other Frenchmen; for 
they had as much reason as other classes of so- 
ciety to anticipate advantage from the change 
that had surprised, and, (as it was said) eman^ 
cipated Europe. 

They hoped that Louis XVIII. instructed 
in the school of misfortune, had obtained wis- 
dom by experience.. They knew that he had, 
passed many years of his exile amongst protest** 
ants ; had been able to observe the social influence 
of their religious principles, and had been in- \ 
debted to them, not only for his last asylum, but: 
for his restoration to the throne of his ancestors. 
He had promised that protestants should share 
his a£^tions equally with catholics ; that the' 
evils of the revolution should be consigned to 
oblivion ; that the good it had produced should 
be consolidated ; that liberal institutions should 
be preserved ; and that liberty of worship and 
equality of rights should be the fundamental 
laws of his government. Thci ravages of in- 
vasion were arrested, and the conscription was 
no more. They flattered themselves that peace 
would give activity to commerce, and reward 
to industry. They consecrated their intelli- 
gence and property to the general prosperity ;' 
and they continued under this revolution, what 
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they had always been in France, peaceable and 
useful citizens. 

The partors appointed religious services ap- 
propriate to the extraorcfinaiy events. A pas- 
torsd letter was published by the minist^s of 
Nismes, to direct the minds of their people tO- a 
moral improvement of the dispensations of pro- 
vidence. "Let not,** said they, " the sweet 
sentiments which circumstances so delightful, 
and felicity so unexpected have inspired, we 
conjure you, dear brethren, be disturbed by 
fears for the future, and by the distressing sus- 
picion that your religious principles may deprive 
you of the protection of the prince. Have not 
the protestants the strongest claims on his esteem 
and affection? He knows that the invariable 
rule of our faith and of our conduct is that of the^ 
gospel of Christ, which commands us to render 
to CsBsar the things which are Cassar^s, and to 
live in charity with all. He knows that kings 
have never had sincerer friends, more faithful 
subjects, more devoted servants, than those of 
our communion. Is it not a protestant nation 
which afforded an asylum to our monarch, and 
which has contributed most powerfully to replace 
him on the throne ? Yes, he knows the loyalty 
and purity of our sentiments; and he comes 
among us with those liberal ideas with which he 
has become familiar, in a long residence, far from 
the seductive splendour of courts, and among 
an enlightened and magnanimous people. — 
^ The king (said his royal highness, lieutenant- 
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general of the kingdom^ to the consistoiy of . 
Paris,) the king delights to embrace with his f 
affections Frenchmen of eva^ religious per- \ 
suasion,' < No, (said the Duke d'AngoulSme, I 
to the consistory and the £tculty of theology ( 
at Montauban,) he knows that the protestants \ 
have always loved our family, and he will I 
cherish for them the affection of Henry IV. I 
and of Louis XVI/ What motives have we \ 
then, dear brethren, to praise and bless the Su- 
preme Arbiter of Destinies ! Under these cir- 
cumstances, a solemn service, designed to cele- \ 
brate the great events by which the Lord has dis- 
played his infinite goodness towards us, appears \ 
to us highly suitable. It will take place on the 
next sabbath, in our great temple. Come, and 
sing there the hymn • of gratitude to our Divine 

* Hymne chanti dans le temple de FEglise rSform^ de 

NismeSf le 15 Mai 1814«. 

Chaur GMraL 

Toi sur qui notre espoir dans tous les.temps se fonde, 
O notre divin pdre ! auteur de ce beau jour ; 

C*est toi qui rends la paix au mondei 

£t les Bourbons d notre amour. 

Chceur d'Hammes. 

Les Rbis, pour renverser Fimpie^ 

Ont uni leurs nobles efforts. 
Pour d^livrer notre chSre patrie, 
Ton esprit, Dieu clement, les guida vers nos bords. 
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Deliverer* Come, and pray to the Lord for our 
country, for the royal family, and especially for 



Cheeur de Femmes. 

0» n'entend plus le bruit afireux des annes. 
Dieu de bont^ ta main sSche nos larmes. 
La mdre encore embrassera son fils^ 
La soeur son &^re, et response en alarmes, 
Four les jours d'un ^poux n'aura plus de soucis. 

Chcmr GSn&al. 
Toi sur qui notre espoir, etc. 

Chceur d'Hommes. 

Accorde au Roi, Dieu tut^aire, 
L*0tQOur de ta loi salutaire. 
Qu'il ne forme jamais que de sages desseins ; 

Chceur de Femmes. 

Que de tous ses sujets il daigne dtre le p^e, 
£t que son cceur soit dans tes mains. 

Cheeur d*Hommes. 
Nous te prions, Seigneur, pour la paix de la France. 

Chceur de Femmes. 
Nous te prions, Seigneur, pour la paix de la FVance, 

Chceur d^Hommes. 
Nous te prions pour le bonheur du Roi. 

Chceur de Femmes, 
Nous te prions pour le bonheur du Roi. 

Chceur d'Hommes. 

Douce paix, heureuse abondance, 
Versez vos tr^sors sur la France. 
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OUT august monarch. Come, and fervently im- 
plore the Almighty, that our cherished sovereign 
may. be continually distinguished by the piety 
of Lewis XI., the wisdom and the moderation 
,of Louis XII., the generosity of Henry IV., and 
the kindness of Louis XVL 

(Signed) " O. Desmond, President. 

" Vincent St. Laurent, Secretary.*' 

M. Juillerat, one of the pastors of Paris, on 
this occasion, founded his discourse on the 
words of the psalmist : " When the liOrd turned 
again the captivity of Zion," &c. " Yes, Chris- 
tians! (said he, in the conclusion) we <!iaptives 
are delivered ; our king, our princes are restored. 
May our love and our devotion contribute to 



Choeur de Femmes. 

Douce paix, heureuse abondance, 
Versez vos tr^sors sur la France. 

Chceur d* Homines. 

Ta main, Seignei^r, noug les dispense : 
Que chacun en jouisse et les rapporte k toi. 

• Choeur de Femmes, 

Ta main. Seigneur, nous les dispense : 
Que chacun en jouisse et les rapporte a toi. 

Chceur G4n&aL 

Toi sur qui notre espoir dans tous les temps se fonde, 
O notre divin p^re ! auteur de ce beau jour ; 

C'est toi qui rends la paix au monde, 

£t les Bourbons a notre amour. 

H 
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e£^e the remembiaiice of past mbfbrtuiies. 
Yes, peace is established in Europe. May 
the magnanimous sovereigns and the generous 
people who have so powerfidly contributed to 
confirm it on the basis of wisdom, equity, 
and union, long enjoy with ourselves its bles- 
sings ; and let us not forget our warriors^ our 
chiefs, our magistrates^ those especially who 
reside amongst us, as the organs of the laws, and 
the depositaries of power. Our happiness^ my 
brethren, is not a dream } in a word^ let up 
depose with the monarcl^ with France and 
Europe^ at the foot of the cross, all painful ror 
collections, all sentiments of hatred and revec^^ 
so contrary to the spirit of the gospel^ and the 
diving example of our Saviour; and, profiting 
by the trials of the stormy season through 
which we have passed, join in the universal 
thanksgiving which sovereigns and people ren- 
der to that God who has saved us." The ser- 
mon, than which nothing could be more loyal 
or conciliatory, was printed and circulated, 
J as were those of many other pastors, dictated 

by the same sentiments. 
I The protestants of the Gard, the Lot, and 

I Garonne, the Herault, and the Tarn and Ga- 

i ronne,! sent deputations to the throne. M. Jml- 

I lerat, at their head, addressed his majesty, and 

received the following reply : — " I accept the 
sentiments which you express for me j you m^y 
reckon on my protection.'* 

The municipality was summoned t» prepare 
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«ti iictdress to tbe king. Me^rs. 0» Desiiond) 
Trelis, Rolatld, ViiiceM St. Laurent, Roux^ 
Amphoux^ Meyniery Seyue, most of them 
members of the coiisistory, were ^e^i. An 
address was improved, which M. CastelnaHy the 
mayor, a protestant^ who was at the head of tbe 
deputation, presented* At the same time, let 
it be, however, observed, he resigned his office. 
It was impossible for any body of men to act with 
greater franj^ness^ or to offer more satisfactory 
pledges of their sincerity* M. De JoUques, 
the prefect, during the horrors in 1815, ac- 
knowledges that they were weary of Napoleon, 
and hailed the change. 

But there existed a party who did not intend 
to believe any assurances ; who would have re- 
sisted and perverted any evidence ; who wished 
the protestants to be as rebellious as they repre- 
sented them ; who calulmni£U:ed them advisedly 
and systematically, and endeavoured, by every 
means^ to irritate them to actions, which might 
give speciotisnesB to the most absurd libels* 
Froment was again at Nismes, and, at the mo- 
ment of the pacification of France, the demon of 
darkness and discord brooded over Lower Lan- 
guedoc. The blindness and the fury of the 
fioxteenth century succeeded, with extraordinary 
rapidity^ the intelligence and the philanthropy 
of the nineteenth. A line of demarcation was, 
in an instant, traced between men of different 
religious opinions Persons of rank decided 
that the measure of catholic fervour was to ri^u- 
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late the degree of worldly consideration, liieir 
example Operated on all classes of society. In 
commercial relations there was a change ; the 
only cause was difference of religion ; and even 
catholic domestics, who had served protestants 
with zeal and affection, began to perform their 
duties ungraciously and reluctantly. 

The first hours of the restored government did 
not pass without libels, provocations, insults, and 
injuries being heaped on the men who gave the 
most lively demonstrations of loyalty, and whose 
ottly<!rime was their religion. They were not to 
unite with catholics. " Marianne (the name of 
the bell of the protestant temple,) will soon be 
down ; the black-throats may go back auxfrt- 
goukttes (to the deserts,) and no longer have 
temples : the charter will last a month, and 
St. Bartholomew is not far off." With such 

j salutations they poisoned the cup of pleasure, of 
which the protestants desired to partake, and 
excited, especially among the poor, suspicions 

I of the promises of the royal family. At the 
fetes and spectacles which were given at the 
public expence, the absence of the protestants 
was charged on them as a proof of disloyalty, 

\\ J and their presence was the signal for disorder. 
In the midst of cries of " Vive le Roi^*' were 
heard the discordant sounds, " A bas le maire.^' 
M. Castelnau was a protestant. He appeared 
in public with the prefect, M. Roland, a ca- 
tholic ; and the moment in which they decreed 
to the latter a civic crown, they chose as most 

15 



1 




THE. MAYOR INSULTED. 101 

proper to degrade and insult the former, a 
magistrate honoured for his able and. equitable 
administration. His person was not respected t 
potatoes were thrown at him ; and the people 
declared he should resign his office. In fact, 
when he carried to Paris the loyal address of the 
municipalfty, in the spirit of conciliation he 
gave in his resignation. The catholics assumed 
the title of pure royalists, and the protestants | 

they branded as impure. The prefect, who was i 

proclaimed the saviour of the catholics, wa» I 

obliged, or, at least, he was required, to submit I 

to the most unworthy compromises. On - a | 

public occasion the people called upon him to 
purify the box he occupied. The impure being 
who defiled the seat of the prefect was M. Vin- 
cent St. Laurent, distinguished by his attain- 
ments and his civism ^ but, alas ! a protestant, 
and secretary to the consistory^ In the year 
1700 he saved the house and the property of 
that intolerant catholic, M. Vidal, from de- 
struction ; and, throughout the reign of the 
Jacobins, he was persecuted and put hors la loL 
The prefect was timid and weak enough to re- 
quest M.Vincent to retire, and, to gratify the 
pares J he sacrificed at once policy and principle. 
But he soon learnt tlie design and the value 
of the popularity by which he was exalted ; 
the moment he began to exert his a^itho- 
rity, it vanished, and he sunk to a level with 
M. de Castelnau. 

Between the church: of the Carmelites and one 
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of the protestant temples, a so^ of triumphal 
rotunda was erected, and those lines of Gusmon^ 
in Voltaire's Alzire, formed one of the in- 
scriptions : 

Des Dieux que nouft servomy connm la difference 
Le tien t'a command^ le meurtre et la vengeance ; 
£t le mien qoand ton bras vient de m'assassiner, 
M'ordonne te plaindre et te pardonner» 

The desiga was evident, and the prefect or-^ 
dered and obtained, though with difficulty, the 
removal of the inscription. Immediately tiie in^ 
scriptions and placards in honor of the prefect 
were torn down and trampled underfoot, and the 
next day the four lines were printed, and thrown 
into the houses, and stuck on the doors of the 
temples of the protestants. 

Lavondes^ the author of the parody, (tot the 
connection in which it was placed, made the quo- 
tation a parody,) instead of the forbidden versifi- 
cation, placed over his do(^, ^^ the Bourbons ot 
Death/' The prefect again interfered, and or- 
dered this revolutionary devise, so absurd aadd 
miachievous when all were unanimous in &eir 
loyalty, to be e£^ed. A tumultucms crowd as^ 
sembled, and, in a threatning attitude^ surround- 
ed the hotel of ike prefecture. J^nchard, a man 
in the employ of the municipality, had the auda^ 
city to wear a placard with the motto, f< the 
Bourbons or Death,'^ on his breast, and it was 
exhibited at the houses of many of the catholics* 
Ataong others it adorned the hotel of M. Sur* 
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ville, nepliew to the Abbe Lajaerrei so ' cele- 
brated in 1790, The receiver general M. La- 
barolli^re, a (Sialic, lived in the ^ame house» 
and anxious for the safety of the cash in his 
bureau, and apprehensive of tumult, he re* 
quested the removal of the inscription. M. 
Surville refused^ and it was not till die prefect, 
on the one hand, threatened to use force, and, on 
the other, gave his permission to substitute some 
other motto, that he was obeyed* Such was the 
moderation of M. Surviile in IBI^ In 1815 he 
was colonel of the national guani ; subsequently 
he detained the reqeivership. instead of M. La- 
barolliere $ and finally received letters of nobility* 
The prefect read Ms destiny tlie next morning 
on his door, in a miserable quatrainy which was 
posted up during the iai^t, concluding widi 
these words : 

^^ Bolandi c^^st pour toujours 
Que tu as perdu iiotre amour.** 

. So great already Was the effervescence of the 
catholics, that they threatened, to set fire to all 
t&e arches and tr<^hies erected by theprotestants 
m honour of the king$ and to prevent further 
tnischief, the local government had them taken 
down, under p^tencethat the flowers werefaded> 
snd that the trees had lost their verdure. The 
voice of the laws and the person of the magis- 
trate w«e equally despised^ and fanaticism was 
exeited by artful men, who were supported by 
inat^ators stiU more artful and powerful^ against 

H 4 



lOif R£LIGIOlJ8 PEaSECUTIONS RENEWED. 

whom it was impossible to proceed ; though in 
their own persons and by their agents, and in the 
name of royalism and reUgion, they opposed, as 
they did in 1790, the declared will of the sove- 
reign. 

It is not surprising that the public tranquillity 
was thus disturbed, and that the peaceable pro- 
testants were again assailed, when it is considered 
that the men of 1790 were again in action, and 
prepared to renew their plots and massacres, and 
to rekindle, for their own political and party pur- 
poses, the fires olPreligious persecution. Froment, 
who has proclaimed himself, " the chief of the 
royalists," mortified in his expectations, has been 
pushed by his indiscretion beyond all prudence, 
and his evil genius has exposed, in all their defor- 
mity, the hopes and projects of his party. In vain 
has he subsequently endeavoured to suppress the 
revelation and destroy the memorial of their 
baseness ; despicable as is the author, the reve- 
lation itself is of the greatest consequence. " The 
protestants," says a journal of the 7th October, 
1818, " owe their thanks to Francois Froment for 
his publications of I8I7. Have there been 
troubles ? It is he who has organized them. Have 
there been armed assemblages ? He has collected 
them. Has civil war raged? He has prepared, 
and provoked, and prolonged it. It is true this 
enemy of thte protestants only makes these con- 
fessions for his own interest, and to establish his 
right to the favors he desires j but if the pro- 
testants are relieved from the burden of gi'ati- 
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tude, they are at liberty to produce his avowals 
in evidence of the lawfulness of their self-de- 
fence against attacks, of which their accusers ac- 
knowledge themselves the authors.'* The maxim 
of these pure royalists is avowed; avail your- 
selves of religioiis zeal, and make the altctr sub- 
servient to the projects of ambition! " It was 
the maxim of 1790, (says their chief, Froment,) 
and it is now/' 

The declaration of the 20th of April, 1790, 
in the Church of the White Penitents, cannot be 
forgotten by those who have read the preceding 
pages of this work, nor the methods resorted to 
at that period, to rouse religious fury, and di- 
rect it to political purposes. The plans of 1814 
and 1815 were dictated by the same spirit, and 
the results were precisely the same. 

In the month of May, 1814, an address, in 
direct opposition to the charter, was drawn up 
by Boyer, son of the Boyer who was assis-^ 
tant to M. Vidal, jprocwrewr of the commune^ 
in 1790. Artifices and menaces were alter- 
nately employed to obtain signatures to the paper, 
which was deposited at b, cafe ; but the same 
persons who had signalised themselves by the in- 
scriptions which the prefect had prohibited, were 
obliged to hawk about the address from house 
to house,* before a sufficient number could be 
obtained. It was expressed in the following 
terms : 

" Sire, 

" For fourteen centuries the monarchy ren- 
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dered the French happy. Impious and 9acri^ 
legious hands touched the holy ark, and the 
royal power has been weakened by twenty-five 
years of anarchy, crimes, and misfortimes. Di«- 
vine Providence has deigned to put an end to 
so many evils ; he has, to use an expression of 
your majesty, broken the instrument of his 
anger. The usuiper oi the throne of St. Louis, 
the devastator of Europe, has seen his odious 
power overthrown. Your m^esty has re-con- 
quered a kingdom, and has been recalled to our 
hearts, and to the order of succession. In- 
structed] in the school of adversity, your nuu- 
jesty will view witiii just suspicion, all those snares 
by which they may wish to entrap your noble 
disposition ; but there is one which all France 
perceives ; which carries terror into the hearts 
of the royalists ; and which renders it an impe- 
rious <kity in them to pcmit it out. This snare 
is the constitution proposed in the name of the 
senate. To make a bargain with a legitimate 
sovereign is a mere mockery ; it is to reserve, 
in fad:, the right of d^osing him. The thought 
alone constitutes a crime <^ high treason $ to 
impose on him conditions, is to degrade him ; 
to submit to take an oath to maintain sucb an 
agreement, is to call Heaven to witness the oiost 
shamed ci^itulation. And what king, just 
Heaven, is to experience such an humiliati(m? 
A Bourbon, a descendant of Henry IV. and of 
Louis XV. ? the brother of the unfortxmate 



on the 15th of June ; and his majestj replied, 
^ I am touched with your seirtimeots. I have 
answered your address fodfore-hand, by my de-^ 
claration cf the ^ of this month. You may 
rely on Hiy care/* 

The catholics of several towns, imitating 
those of Niffiies, presented to the kuig their 
declarations that there ought to be in iVance but 
one God, one king, and one &ith« * In pur- 

* When Monsieiiff entered I^as die first thne in 1814| 
the Mayor ^bcefi «ver ooe of tiie gates this kifcriptioii, Un 
BieUf un Raiy ume Fou I flaw the same intolerant notto en 
a cdl^nn in the place St. Pierre, in tiuit city. 
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Louis X¥I. ? Far from true Fraichmen be thia 
aiflicting idea. 

^* The &ithM subjects of your ms^sty, re- 
siding in the aUsy of Nismes, true to ^ princi- 
pies which they man^ested in 1790, and which 
they have since constantly professed^ have felt. 
Sire, that they ought not to c(mceal them on the 
present glorious occasion ; and they hasten to 
transmit them to your majei^y, full of confidence 
in the paternal solicitude of their king. They 
trust, diat a monarch, too long desired, wUl 
never cease to be invested with the most absolute 
power ; mid that it will dqpend on his will to 
give us a constitution, dictated only by his wis- 
dom, and by his attachmait to his pec^le.^' 

A deputation, consisting of Francois Fro- 
ment, the Marquis Roc^emaure, the Abb^ d'Es- | 



it 



grigny, the Marquis Montodm, Boyer, &c &c. \ 
presented this dangerous document to the ' * 
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suit of the same object, a circular letter was 
issued, calling on all the ancient bishops of 
France to solicit the dismission of the secretary 
to the minister of the interior, because he was 
a protestant ; and an address was prepared for 
the recall of the Jesuits. It lay for signatures 
at the oflBee of M. Bazille, notary at Nismes ; 
and a catholic curcj though a jansenist, felt 
himself obliged to sign it. In other circum- 
stances, and in ordinaiy times, religious ceremo- 
nies might have been innocent and harmless ; 
but in the state of public feeling then excited, 
they could not but be mischievous : they were, 
however, studiously multiplied and ostenta- 
tiously associated with every political project. 
The people were invited to pray for the re-es- 
tablishment of the ancient orders, and espe- 
cially that of the Jesuits ; and at Nismes, billets 
were distributed at the church doors, in nearly 
these words : " The faithful are requested to 

/say so many paters and so many ates for the 
prosperity of the throne and the restoration of 
the Jesuits.'* At Alais, Sauve, and oilier places, 
the penitents were assembled ; and all the towns 
in the department, which had bishops before the 
revdiution, demanded their re-institution. * In 
all these proceedings there was no question but 
of one church, — one religion, whose prosperity 

* Bishoprics were much more numerous in the south than 
in any other part of France. Avignon being the seat of the 
Pope, he created around him a swarm of bishops, who had 
their palaces in the neighbouring towns. 
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was to be secured at all events ; the other reli- 
gion, if noticed, had only an usurped existence, 
and the period of its destruction was arrived. 

About this time, M. Baron, counsellor of the 
Cour Royale of Nismes, formed the plan of 
dedicating to God a silver child, if the Duchess 
d'Angouleme should give a prince to France. 
The marguillerie assembled and deliberated, 
and the project was converted into a public i 
religious vow, and was solemnly proclaimed, | 
on the 19th of July, in. the parish church of | 
St. Castor, and in the chapel of St. Francois de \ 
Salles. The whole city was informed ; the vow | 
was the subject of conversation in public and in . 
private ; the people were excited to say as many / 
paters and aves* as possible ; and after inflaming 
their passions by crying " Vivent ks Bourbons** in 
the streets, they knelt at the altar, and perverted 
their imaginations with the same political and 
supei*stitious objects. 

A deputation of the marguilleries (church- 
wardens) of the parishes of Nismes, formed of 
Francois Froment, secretary of the king's cabi- I 
net. Viscount de Bemis, Abbe d'Esgrigny, 
Viscount de Suffren, Marquis d' Assas, Marquis 
de Rochemaure, Marquis de Montcalm, Mar- 
quis de Calviere, and Trinquelague, £rst advo- 
cate general of the royal court of Nismes, had 
an audience of Madame la Duchess d'Angou- 
leme ; and M. Trinquelague spoke as follows : * 

* It is necessary to introduce the reader more formally 
and fully to the most important and active of these pure and 



110 silver child to be presented 

♦* Madame^ 
<^ In tiie name o£ the administrators of the pa- 
rishes of the city of NismeSi we come to present to 
yon the homage of a religions act, with which they 



catholic royalists, that he may form an estimate of their re- 
ligion and loyalty, and of their motives and good faith in 
traduchig the protestants, and pefsecuting th^m tur Buonapart- 
istir. M. Baron, solicited for seteral ye^i^ the &TDurd of 
the Emperor Napoleon, and having at length obtained A place 
by the patronage of Cambaceres, formerly his colleague in 
the court of aid at Montpelier, he publicly declared that he 
was indebted to Napolebn for the completion of his happi- 
ness. His daughter married the son of M. Trinquelagtte. 

M. TVin^^ielBgue merits some attention. Before the re*" 
vohi^n he was sub-ddegate to the Bishop of Uzes, who- 
with the Duke of Uzes, divided all the i^eignorial rights and 
property ; and the office 6f M. T. was of course very offeii- 
site Imd oppressive. In the year 1790, he Was president of 
the 9oi'<H8ani cathdics of Uzes, whd ptiblished as it^lam- 
iiiatory dedaratioR similar to that adopted in the Churdh of 
the White Penitents, at Nismes, on the 20th of April. Ac- 
cused of having provoked the massacre of the protesiants, 
h^ wai^ brdet'ed by the cotistitneiit aitoeffibtytd be brought 
before the high eourt of Orleans^ 

In the year n96y he appeared as an advocate at the bar 
of Nismes^ 

In 1800 Buonaparte nominated him to the court of appeal 
tte proved himself an ardent admirer of his patron. 

In the year 1806 he delivered a speedi in honor of Napt^ 
Hson* whic^ is printed ift th« Notice des TrUvauis tTAcadmit 
du Gard* *^ To monarchy (s^ the orator) we owe the 
hero who rules our destinies. His greatness is become oursu 
He has recaUed to France order, justice, religion, and vic- 
tory : at his powerful voice anarchy abandoned oui* country, 
justice gave us laws, religion consoled our sorrows, and vic- 
tory prostt^tM out enemies at out* fttt. Witli what prdfotind 
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have been inspired by their ardent love for the 
blood of their kii^, and their profound venera- 
tion foar your rbyal highness^ like ail Frencb- 
men, they have felt that there is wanting to our 
happiness a son of your's ^ and they ask one of 
Him, from whom emanates every goodni They 
have deposited at the foot of the altar their vow, 
to consecrate to Him a monument of their gra- 
titude. They would have left this vow of their 
hearts under the veil of the sanctuary, and have 
waited in respectful silence for the benefit which 
their prayers solicited ; but your royal highness 



sentiments of gratitude ought we not to attach, ourselves to 
his repairing government ?" 

In the year 1808^ Camb^iceres passed through NIsmes, an^ 
received a visit from ihe advocates^ Trinquelague addressed 
him, and pronounced an eulogiuH on the emperor, and on the 
arch-ehancellory his friend and representative. Can^acereB 
made a flattering reply^ and to his protection, or rather te 
his own adulation, Trii^quelague was indebted for his office of 
advocate genend, and for his. i^ccessont soliciting for his sob 
the place of caunceUleur audUeir^* 

In the year 1813, he made a public ^olo^ c^ the ^ori- 
peror, represented him as the first hero in the world> the 
envoy of God for the happiness of thcLpeople of Burope, and 
anathematized all who should attempt to expel him from die 
throne^ 

In the year 1814lf» he p^?eseiM!e^ ta the Dxtdbess d'Angou?!' 
l^e the vow of the silver child. 

In the year 1815, by the murder of the protestants, he 
was elected one of the deputies for the Card, &c. &c. 

In the year 1816, he supplanted M. Gui^ot (a protest-- 
ant) in the important oiffice cf secretary to the minister of 
jus^tice; and is member of tket coutt of cassation.^ 
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has often said, that the love of the French could 
alone convey consolation to your heart, and they 
rejoiced at the thought, that in communicating 
their sentiments, they might, perhaps, soften a 
moment of melancholy recollection. Ah, Ma- 
dame, what Frenchmen are there to whom you 
are not dear? Our eyes are directed towards 
you as the precious oflfepring of a martyr king, 
as a remembrance of his love for his people, and 
x>f an adored queen. It is to you, it is to your 
filial piety, to your tender solicitude, to your con- 
soling cares, that we owe the preservation of that 
monarch, so long desired, who fills the measure 
of our wishes and our hopes. Tutelary angel of 
France ! it is to you she owes absolution firom 
that crime which God would not pardon, only 
because your heart remains French. May the 
happy influence of your virtues render her wor- 
thy of possessing you ; and to perpetuate her 
happiness, may those celestial virtues become 
the hereditary patrimony of an illustrious de- 
scendant of your race, and that august race pre- 
side eternally over our destinies !** 

This conditional vow of dedication, worthy of 
the dark ages, and too absurd not to be despised 
by the very persons who proposed it, served the 
purpose for which it was designed j and if* it de- 
ceived and flattered the royal family, it is not 
surprising that it should have increased the in- 
tolerance and fanaticism of an ignorant popu- 
lace. If such an exhibition appeared to the 
priests and cures proper in itself, and in its rela- 
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tion with the catholic faiths they ought at lea«t 
to have endeavoured to counteract its anti-social 
effect ; and they should have opposed the voice 
of reason, humanity, and religion, to the baneful- 
ascendancy of supeirstitious frenzy. But, un- 
happily, they who were in a situation to regu* 
late the popular feeling and conduct, perverted 
them, in order to render them more subservient 
to thdr base designs^ Tlie whispers of the con« 
fessional were more terrible than thunder, and, 
from its myotic gloom, burst fires more destruc^ 
tive than the desolating lightnii^. 

It has been asserted, thatat Alais, women were 
advised and instigated to poison their protestant 
husbands. I would hc^e that sudh reports were 
unfounded or exa^erated, especially, as too 
many others, less revolting^ appear unque»tion^ 
able. M. Mariane was marrkd to a protestant 
wife, and they lived peaceably and hap^y for 
some years in the village c^ Maza, in the com*^ 
mune of Cardet. Attentive to the duties of his i 
religion, he went one day to St. Jean de Serre, k 
to confess to the cure of tibe parish. The priest ( 
refused absolution, but on the condition, that | 
the man would convert his wife. ** Assume,'' \ 
said he, " an angry countenance, and when she f 
asks the reason of this change, say to her, * I \ 
am not ray own master, a demo© possesses me, | 
and you may deliver me by turning catholic ; \ 
thus, you can save me and save yourself.* '* 
Mariane was a good catholic, but he had also good 
sense enough to reject this wicked attempt to 

I 
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make him live miserably with a wife, whom he 
had long found, though a protestant, to be wor- 
thy of his affections. 

Aperruquier, atNismes,duringseveral months; 
rendered his wife most unhappy, without assign- 
ing any reason for his unusual and cruel treat- 
ment. At length, reason regained its empire, 
and he acknowledged to his wife, " that the 

1 priest had poisoned his mind against the pro- 

testants, and taught him to believe that they 
must be exterminated in France.** Without 
multiplying instances of this persecuting ^irit, 
it will be easily imagined, that it must have had 
great influence in producing the crimes, of which 
these pages will present a true picture. 

Simultaneously with these appeals to religious 
passions and prejudices, the pure catholic royal- 
ists disseminated the most atrocious libel&^ against 

\ ^\ the protestants, in their political capacity. They 
represented them as the authors and perpetrators 
of all the crimes of the revolution. It was no- 
thing that the revolution commenced in a part 
of France entirely catholic ; that the most im- 
portant measures of the legislature had been 
proposed by the catholic clergy ; the formation 
of the national assembly, in defiance^ of-the 
king, by the Abbe Sieyes, at Versailles j the 
appropriation of the church property by Bishop 
Talleyrand ; and the abolition of royalty by 
the Cur^ Gregoire ; that a catholic priest, Roux, 
was appointed by the commune of Paris to con- 
duct Louis XVI. from the Temple to the scaf- 
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fold J that the protestants could not haVe had 
any political influence; that at Nismes there 
was Ho difference of opinion as to the revolu- 
tion ; that in the reign of terror, the protestants 
received, as the reward of their attachment to a 
constitutional government, imprisonment, pro-' 
scription, and death * ; that under Napoleon 
they had held only subordinate stations; all this 
was forgotten or denied. " The protestants/* 
said they, ** abandoned royalty ; the revolution 
was their work ; the tyrant heaped favours upon 
them ; they oppressed the catholics by his au- 
thority/* Had Buonaparte been supported only 
by the protestants, he would not have made 
France and Europe the stepping-stones for his 
ambition. What means, too, had the protestants 
of oppressing catholics ? The emperor's court 
was not composed of protestants ; they did not 
occupy the most lucrative and eminent offices ; 
equality of religious rights was not achieved 
for France by Buonaparte ; and when the re- 
volutionary fury raged, the altars and the priests 
were most respected, where there were most 
protestants. 

Alas ! these reflections were of no avail ; truth 
and virtue, rank, talents, age, sex, all fell before 
the remorseless march of interested politiciaos 
and infatuated bigots. Wine, money, assurances 
of impunity, absolutions, and indulgences, were 

* More than fifty, most of them peri^ons of great respect- 
ability, fell by the guillotine. 
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all employed to excite the agents to the work of 
persecution. Protestants could no longer ap« 
pear in public without insults and injuries. They 
were obliged to fly from the promenades and the 
places of resort^ to conceal themselves wherever 
they could find asylum, or seek an insecure refuge 
in their own houses. After the populace had 
abandoned themselves to every species of intem- 
perance in the taverns, they assembled in the 
streets and public squares, in mobs of S and 4000. 
Those, who, but a short time before would have 
thought themselves disgraced by any contact 
with such persons, now supported and increased 
their licentiousness. If they met with protest- 
ants they seized them, danced round them with 
barbarous joy, and amidst repeated cries of 
Vive le Roif they roared in their ears cannibal 
songs, the chorus of which was^ ^ We will wash 
our hands in the blood of the protestants, and 
of their livers we will mBkeJrwandeawc.*^ " We 
will make black-puddings of the blood of Cal* 
vin's children/'* 
I ^ ^' I publicly and fearlesfsly declare, (says M» 
i6 Durand, an advocate, and a catholic,) that I 

* In Paiois* 
^ Layaren noitri mana 
Dia lou sang di proutestaniy" 

♦ «*#♦« 

** Duon tang deis enfans de Calrin 
FaraR da boudin." 
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faave seen these frightful grouped ; that I have 
heard these disgusting vociferations, these san-i 
guinaiy^ songs ; that more than a hundred times 
I have heard them ; that those who sang, and 
those who listened, closed their songs with these 
sinister sounds, Les Bo&rbon^ ou la mart f I'hou- 
sands of witnesses can attest my declaration, and, 
if necessary, I can produce the ptoces-verbal of 
a scandalous scene which followed one of these 

meetings. M. C ■ was retutfnng borne ; he 

heard horrible imprecations against the protest* 
ants ; he ventured to approach and make some 
observations on their impropriety ; he was sur- 
rounded, attacked, and his life was in danger : 
a commissary of police interfered and rescued 
Inm. M* C ' ■ ■ was a catholic." 

Every moment was fruitful of disorder and 

alarm. The prefect, unable to calm the tempest, 

had recourse to the Count do Latonr Maubcmrg, 

commissioner extraordinary to the king at ManU 

peUier. He arrived amidst dark and portentous 

clouds ;; but his presence drove back the storm^ 

He proceeded against the agitator^ restrained 

the oppressors, and relieved the oppressed. La- 

vondes was confined in the fort of Briscou; 

Terme placed under smveiUance m his own com- 

mune ; and the protestants entertained the hq)c 

that they should yet be allowed to enjoy repose. 

On their part, they endeavoured to conciliate 

their enemies by extending their compliances to 

the utmost limits of propriety. They consented 

to the re^^tablishment of the external ceremo- 
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nies of the catholic church, and they assured 
Count Maubourg they should accede with plea- 
sure, if the catholics would be satisfied,* 

The Fete Dieu was celebrated throughout the 
department of the Gard, with the greatest pomp 
and solemnity. The tapestry was suspended in 
the front of the houses of Calvinists, and at 
Nismes, the protestants of the Urban guard even 
kept the ground for the religious cortege of the 
Roman catholics. Concessions were useless, and 
all the activity of the magistrate was necessary 
to restrain the njalevolence by which they were 
met. 

When M. Castelnau resigned the mayoralty, 
in consequence of the ill-treatment he experi- 
enced, another protestant was appointed ; a tes- 
timony, this, on the part of the government, to 
the good conduct of the reformed. M. d*Au^ 
/nant, his successor, brought to the office a high 
^ reputation ; it was expected tiiat his administra^ 
tion would be wise, vigilant, and firm ; and ex- 
pectation was not disappointed. In spite of the 
obstacles which were opposed to his measures, 
his first efforts were successful. Four commis- 
saries of police still remained, who, either by 
their inattention or hostility, compelled him to 
perform their duties. For several months he 
had to manage the details of a police of 40,000 

* A law of the imperial government prohibited catholic 
processions in every town where there was a consistorial 
church ; and the protestants of Nismes permitted this law to 
be dispensed with, in favour of their bitter adversaries. 
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persons. Day and night he traversed the 
city, appeared when unexpected, penetrated the 
fcaunts and disconcerted the plans of the factious 
and fanatical: not that they abandoned their 
designs; no, they were " true to the principles 
of 1790." They endeavoured to provoke the 
protestantsto some disloyal act, by alarming them 
as to the intentions of the government, and then 
waited to spring i^on tlieir prey. On the other 
hand, they used ever}' method to induce the 
government to view the protestants as natural 
and irreconcilable enemies of the throne. It is 
a fact, stated by M. Perrot, though questioned 
by the prefect, M. Jouques, that an important 
public agent waa frequently solicited to exhibit 
them in the worst light, in his correspondence 
with the minister. Great offers were made, and 
he was promised the highest offices and honours. 
He was a catholic, but inaccessible j he preserved 
his integrity, and is rewarded by public gratitude 
and esteem. * 

Monsieur, the brother of the king^ on his 
arrival at Nismes, in October, 1814, acknow- y 
ledged the good that M. d'Aunant had effected;/ 
and, in the universal confidence which his pre- 
sence awakened, he had reason to acknowledge, 
that the protestants were as loyal as any other 
class of subjects. 

* After being dismissed from his situation by the perse- 
cuting authorities; he has been within a few months restored 
to his important station, and lately he has been appointed 
mayor of Nismes. ■ 

14- 
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All the churches of the department sent 'de« 
putations, and his Royal Highness concluded 
his address to the consistory of Nismes^ wilii 
these words : *< You know the intentions of the 
King with regard to you ; he cherishes all his 
children j your happiness will be his happiness ; 
bis sentiments will never change/' 

M. d^Aunant received from Monsieur the 
crosses of St. Louis» and of the Legion of 
Honor. The latter^ was also conferred on M. 
O^Desmond, pastor, and M. Seyne of the pro* 
testant consistory, and on M. Bonhomme, curi 
of St. Charles, who had been abused and treated 
as an apostate, because, at that time, he preached 
union, moderation, peace, and the benevolent 
principles of the Gospel. 

The Urban guard attended the prince. It 
preserved the organisation of 181S, and was 
composed of persons of both reli^ons. Three . 
of each communion obtained the decoration of 
the Legion of Honor. 

It was by these decbive actions as weU as by 
the most flattering words, that his Royal High- 
ness gave the lie to all the alleged disloyalty 
V of the protestants, and ^^peared altogether a 
I different man from that Monsieur, with whom 
/ Froment boasts of having associated at Turin in 
1790, and at Coblentz in 1792. 

I shall not affect to unravel the mystery, but 
f< ) it is a curious fact, that, however kind the 
I T\ disposition evinced, and the more powerful the 
-^ protection promised pn these royal visits* the 
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enemies of the protestants invariably became 
more hostile, more furious, and more audacious. 
While the prince was at Nismes, the north 
wind, which blows violei^tly in Languedoc, threw 
down a bust of the King, which had been in- 
securely fixed on a triumphal arch. This acci- 
dent was charged as a crime on the protestants. 
Credulity was proportioned to desire, and the 
circumstance created considerable agitation. 
M. Baron was heard to say to the Abb^ Fer- 
rand some days after, <^ It w^s wrong to 
suffer, so favourable an opportunity to pass 
unimproved.'* 

The notorious men, who had been restrained 
by the orders of Count Maubourg, the royal 
commissioner, re-appeared ; others quitted their 
obscurity; large mobs assembled with fresh 
audacity, and sang with glee those dreadful 
songs, which are now remembered with horror. 
They originated in certain houses, street^ and 
quarters of the town ; from thence they pro- 
ceeded like barbarous hordes led by savage 
chiefs; they committed shamefrd outrages, 
compelled the citizens who came to the prome- 
nades for air and refreshment, from the close 
and filthy streets, to retire, and chased them 
with shouts of Five le Rot, as though those 
shouts justified every excess: they became at 
length Uie ordinary ndlying cries of the banditti, 
and sounds of terror to the protestants. 

M. d'Aunant could do but little against a 
people inimred, by what was called *^ legitimate 



122 THE 21 ST OF JANUARY. 

enthusiasm ;" where danger to life appeared 
imminent, he displayed the energy of his char- 
acter, plunged into the tumultuous crowds, 
and calmed or dispersed them by entreaty and 
persuasion. Seize or deliver the guilty to the 
vengeance of the laws, he durst not ; a single 
spark would have produced a general con- 
flagration. 

. The instructions of the party came from a 
distance, and a central committee at Nismes 
directed the prescribed operations. There existed 
an indefinite and almost invisible authority, bold, 
artful, and more powerful than the public au- 
thority of the King. The 21st of January 
1815 arrived; in the protestant temples, a 
solemn service (called by the catholics expi- 
atory) was performed in commemoration of the 
death of Louis XVI. The sermons and prayers 
delivered on the occasion at Nismes, were 
printed and distributed by the consistory ; but 
this, like all other acts of respect and loyalty, 
was despised and perverted : they were told 
that it was in vain for them to dissemble ; that 
in spite of all their pretended loyalty, their 
security had terminated with the reign of 
Napoleon; that their temples would be soon 
rased, and their., ministers proscribed. If they 
referred to the charter, they were directly as- 
sured it would be of no service to them; and 
that they had only been managed to be the more 
effectually destroyed. Persons of rank were 
heard to say in the public walks and streets. 
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» 

** All the Hugonots must be killed ; this time, 
their children must be killed, that none of the 
accursed race may remain/* It is true they 
were not murdered, but they were cruelly 
treated ; protestant children could no longer 
mix in the sports of Catholics, and they were 
not permitted to appear without their parents. 
At dark, their families shut themselves up in 
their apartments ; but even there stones were 
thrown against their windows. When they rose 
in the morning, it was not uncomnion to find 
gibbets drawn on their doors, or on their walls ; 
and in the streets, the catholics held cords al- 
ready soaped before their eyes, and pointed out 
the instruments by which they hoped and de- 
signed to exterminate their communion. Small 
gallows, or models were handed about; and a 
man, who lived opposite one of the pastors, 
exhibited one of these models from his window, 
and made signs, suflSciently intelligible, when the 
minister passed. A figure, representing a pro- 
testant preacher, was suspended in a public cross- | 
way, and the most atrocious songs were sung 
under the windows of the pastor's lodgings. 
Towards the conclusion of the carnival, a plan 
had even been formed to make a caricature 
of the four protestant ministers, *and, after a 
mock trial, to burn them in efiigy ; but M. 
d'Aunant, having information of the scheme, 
prevented the scandal, and the consequences 
that might have ensued. A dreadful song pre- 
sented to the prefect in the Patois, with a false 
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translation, was printed by his approbation ; and 
it was not till it had obtained considerable cir* 
eolation that the prefect saw the extent of the 
error into which he had been betrayed. In 
order to counteract the evil^ the mayor issued^ 
on the 15th of February, 1815, a general order 
against all seditious and hostile cries* M. d' Al-^ 
bignac, commandant of Nismes, was often obliged 
to employ the military under his orders, to awe 
and disperse the mobs, and the sixty-third 
regiment of the line was publicly censured and 
insulted, for having, according to order, pro^ 
tected the protestants. At Uzes, Sommi6res^ 
and other towns in the department, and in 
the neighbouring departments, where the pro- 
testants were in the minority, the same scand- 
alous and alarming scenes daily occurred^ 
<< A witness,*' says a respectable individual, 
'< of the constant provocations and injuries 
of the protestants, I cannot but c(xopare 
them to the bulls, which were so cruelly tor- 
mented in our ancient arenas, on purpose to 
provoke them to fight. I admire in both the 
pnion of power and patience* We know the pix>- 
1 ject of our enemies;, and we could make a serious 
resistance ; but if we attempt to defend our- 
selves, their ''triumph will be certain^ they will 
describe us as rebels, make us responsible £or 
i all we have suffered, and for all they wish and 
! design us to endure. We endeavour to sustain 
hope i our pastors redouble their activity ; they 
preach patience, and take great pains to pre* 
vent re-action oji the part of the poor, who are 
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least enlightened, and most exposed to sufiering 
and vexation ; and their efforts are not in 
vain." 

The catholics severed all the ties which united 
them to tlieir fellow-citizens, and those who 
were the most liberal, were too often obliged 
from fear and policy, to appear to acquiesce. 
Everything announced to the protestants, the 
fate that awaited them : a universal anxiety to 
avoid impending evils, was a frightful indication 
of their certainty and extent y irritation was at 
its height, and peril was imminent. The go- 
vernment was informed of the true state of 
affairs, and the ministry had only to denounce 
persecution to destroy it } but it had authors, 
and apologists, and advocates at the foot of the 
throne. If the ministers were not satisfied, why 
did they not investigate ? and if satisfied, why did 
they not act ? Why did they not remove the 
prefect and his subalterns, who afforded no pro* | 
tection, displayed no zeal, inspired no con- 
fidence ? Unfortunately, the general, was in har- 
mony with the local system of administration, 
and was more calculated to increase, tium to 
allay apprehension. The zeal fw the restor- 
ation of antiquated ^^nd superstiticms rites; 
the reception of the priests at court ; the im- 
punity and even the applause enjoyed by those 
who propagated principles directly contrary to | j 
the charter ; the reports that circidated without 
impediment, in favour of a resumption of church 
property, and the renewal of the scenes of St. 
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Bartholomew ; all formed a mass of evidence 
which it was impossible to resist. There could 
be no doubt, but that, at all events, an attempt 
would be made to restore the order of things, 
which had expired with the eighteenth century* 
The improved condition of the protestants 
formed one of the first faint rays of the Aurora 
of freedom ; their entire emancipation from the 
oppression of ages marked the full ascendancy 
of liberty, and the institutions of the revolution 
gave them equal rights, and legal security. The 
return to darkness, superstition, and slavery, 
w^s of course to be announced by the revival of 
the oldest prejudices, and the persecution of 
the first objects of a just and liberal policy. 
The mercenary wretches, who were desirous of 
their own aggrandizement, seized, at once, the 
symptom ; and while they felt that the extinction 
of the light and energy which emanate from the 
principles of protestantism, would favour all 
future attacks on liberal catholics, and the spirit 
jof the age, they saw in the persecution of the 
iHugonots, a certain recommendation to the 
confidence of the new masters, and the caresses 
of the new court. A just and organised re- 
sistance would have received the reward of 
bialignant ^ rebellion ; patient and unlimited 
submission could only render their butchers more 
wanton and capricious. There was no alternative. 
iThe protestants were as sheep destined to the 
J ,4lauffhter. In this state of thines Napoleon 
- ^re-s 
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TROOPS. — MURDER OF TWO PROTESTANTS. — PUBLIC 
RESTORATION OF THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT BY M. DAUN- 
ANT, TtfE PROTESTANT MAYOR. 

The descent of Napoleon on the shores of 
France was hailed as a triumph by the catholics. 
They foresaw that a violent catastrophe would 
favour their designs. The return of the allies, 
the restoration of feudality, and the proscrip- 
tion of every doctrine unknown to the sixteenth 
century, were, in their opinion, certain. The 
protestants, it is true, were not satisfied with the 
government of the Bourbons ; but they were 
lovers of liberty, and the despotism of Buona- 
parte had no charms for them. They sighed 
for the freedom of the press, pure juries, repre- 
sentative government, entire liberty of religious 
faith and practice : these they considered bet* 
ter guarantees of their rights and comforts, than 
the most powerful talents, or the most splendid 
victories. With the exception of the fanatics, 
all waited in portentous expectation. An 
aMrful calm pervaded the city of Nismes; at 
least it is an important and undeniable fact, that 
the protestants were perfectly quiet. A rumour 
circulated, that Buonaparte was seized in the 
mountains of Dauphiny, and though it was not 
believed, the event was celebrated with cries of 
" Buonaparte is dead, Vwe k Rot r but if the 
protestants uttered them, they were insulted 
as deceivers and partizans. Cannibal songs 

drowned every loyal exclamation, and their ruin 

18 
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Seemed inevitable. Intelligence arrived that 
Napoleon pursued his march, uninterrupted by 
the people, and supported by the military. The 
fanatics were alarmed ; they knew that the em* 
peror would not suffer the protestants to be 
treated as in the good old times of Louis XIV. ; 
and they wished to conciliate those, whom they 
had just before calumniated. Though so long 
oppressed, the protestants generously forgot the 
past, and fraternised with their persecutors. 
Eight days passed before the Duke d' Angouleme 
entered Nismes : Buonaparte was everywhere 
successful; but still no movements had taken 
place, and on his arrival H. R. H. said, "Your cries 
and transports, have announced to me, your love 
and loyalty to the king.'* A council was called 
and a proclamation issued. " Let not your re/i- 
gious opimons and formSy\ :%dxA, the Duke, 
" serve as a pretext for disunion; they teach 
the same morality, and have they not both a 
convenient degree of liberty ? As for political 
opinions, do not those who desire changes in the 
ancient constitution find, that balance of power 
and that degree of liberty which is the object of 
their wishes ; and do not you who oppose these 
changes perceive, that, though it is impossible 
to restore our ancient institutions, they are re- 
placed by all that experience and public opinion 
have consecrated as wise ? Let all rise, then, 
to defend this constitutional charter and the 
king ; range . under the ancient banners : mea- 
sures are taken to organise and direct your ef- 
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forts.*' An address, signed by the mayor and 
his assistants, six catholic priests, four protest- 
ant pastors, and the municipal council indiscri- 
minately, answered, or rather supported the 
appeal of his royal highness. " If,*' said the 
address, " the wishes of your magistrates, and 
the ministers of both religious denominatioiEj, 
can add any force to the words of the prince, 
they urge you, by every motive, to forget the 
past ; to repulse and detest all who would divert 
you from the path which the king, the laws, na- 
ture, and religion point out. Remember that 
division enfeebles, and that no one can hope to 
escape the public misfortunes, and especially 
the horrors of intestine war.** 

These proclamations produced an instan- 
taneous effect, and the next day, the prince 
passed in review, the Urban Guard, amidst 
acclamations, which his liberal and assuring pro- 
fessions drew, both from the soldiers and the 
spectators. But it was in vain that a signal erf* 
union was acclaimed, which the party would 
neither understand nor adopt. The organisation 
of the royal army commenced, and protestants 
/offered themselves for enrolment} but the as- 
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sociation which the catholics professed to deske, 
when alarmed, they now rejected with indig- 
nation : they determined to possess themselves 
with the military power ; the higher classes 
gave the impulse, and the populace pronounced 
the decree : " We will not serve with the 
enemies of the king ;" " Protestant rascals shall 
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not be in our ranks." The rascally protestants 
did not however retire, till these cries had been 
repeated a thousand limes, and they were ccm- 
vinced, that to attempt union would only create 
confusion. Even then, they did not abandon the 
prince ; they were almost the only contributors 
to a subscription which was opened for the 
equipment and support of the volunteers. 
Messrs. Maigre and Roux Cabanel were the 
treasurers. 

It was the holy week ; and the Duke attended, 
with the greatest regularity, the different cere* 
monies and services of the catholic church. The 
catholics boa^^ that he had descended barefoot, 
from the prefecture to the cathedral, and em- 
braced the cross. The consequences were mis- 
chievous in the extreme ; for the practices which 
his fervent and e^dted piety suggested, soon 
filled the churches with merciless bigots. By the 
vilest contradiction, the season in which pardon 
and reconciliation are the themes of sacred ce- 
lebration^ gave fresh vigour to hatred and per- 
secution. Inflamed and infuriated, the fanatical 
crowds left their shrines to enter on a destruc- 
tive crusade against the unoffending protestants ; 
iuid the prince was at least unfortunate in having 
8uch companions and such scenes connected with 
his sublime and spiritual devotion. The leading 
devotees endeavoured to ex^perate him against 
the protestants as Buon^>artists, and as his per- 
^on^ enemies. Viscount Peroschel, whose moral. 
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character is not in the sweetest odour, declared, 
in a printed address to Baron Damas, that they 
had formed a conspiracy against the life of the 
prince, and absurd and calumnious as were these 
slanders, they were believed by the Duke of 
Serrant, and others of the staff. Whether his 
royal highness participated in their credulity, 
is not known ; but it appears, that the insulted 
protestants could not obtain access to his per- 
son, and that he was constantly surrounded by 
the men who had signed against the charter ; 
the men " proud of the principles and crimes 
of 1790.'' By his orders, a distinguished pro- 
testant, a member of the consistory and of the 
council of the Prefecture, a correspondent of 
the academy of the Gard, a victim of the ven- 
igeance of the jacobins as a royalist in 1793, and 
•ejected from the seat of the prefect, as has been 
mentioned, in 1814, was suddenly arrested and 
conveyed by night to prison. His crime needs 
no concealment. On the 24th of March, let- 
ters arrived at Nismes from Lyons, which stated 
that the telegraph announced the departure of 
the king from Paris on the 19th, and the entry 
•of the emperor on the 20th. M^ Vincent 
St. Laurent mentioned the news in public com- 
pany. M. Layre *, who was present, denied 

* M. Layre, it seems, before the Revolution, was a merchant, 
in partnership with his mother. A writ being issued against 
him, he went to Piedmont and entered the army. Return- 
ing to France, he solicited the place of commissary of police 
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the Statement. M. Vincent regretted but main- 
tained its correctness. Words passed ; and, 
M. Layre withdrew, and made such a report, that: 
M. Vincent was sent for and interrogated : he? 
frankly answered that he had learned the intel-^ 
ligence from a letter addressed to M. Brugidre, 
an advocate. M. Brugiere was summoned, and 
produced the letter, and though he was 11-* 
berated, M. Vincent was put under arrest, and- 
in the night conducted from brigade to brigade, 
as a conspirator, to the chateau of If. This^ 
was a decided and impolitic attack on the pro-i 
testants ; the city was thrown into consternation,: 
and the troops of the line, who afterwards de- 
clared for the emperor, would have moved on 
the slightest encouragement ; but the family of 
the prisoner, and the protestants in general, 
calmed and repressed their indignation. The 
effect of this unjust act, on the eve of the 
Duke's departure, was especially distressing to 
the protestants, as it opened their eyes to the 
persecutions they might expect, if success should 
follow the enterprise of the royal volunteers. 
The very next day, a proclamation announced of- 
ficially to all Nismes, the facts which an innocent 
and respectable citizen had been shamefully im* 
prisoned for mentioning in company. The prince 



at Nismes ; the prefect did not favour his application^ and 
his failure was attributed to M. V, M. Layre had lately ob- 
tained the cross of St. Louis. 
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immediately set out for St. Esprit to take com- 
mand of the royal army. Eighteen hundred 
meD> organised at Nismes> from the Herault 
and the Gard, had joined two or three days be- 
fore. 

These heroes repeatedly and publicly threat* 
yened the protestants with a general massacre on 
/ their return ; they even renewed their denun* 
dation at the moment when they were reviewed* 
and, as a pledge of their sincerity, they placed 
on their breasts Jlevrs de Us of red cloth, distri- 
buted to them by M. Surville, the nephew of 
the celebrated Abbe Lapierre. • 

It is not a little remarkable that the prince 
took with him the very persons who, had the 
charges against the protestants been true, should 
have been left to restrain and controul them : 
but they knew the virtues of the people they 
pretended to criminate ; and, in fact, the pro- 
testants remained peaceable and harmless, if 
not tranquil and contented. Their expulsion 
from the army ; the arrest of M. Vincent St. 
Laurent ; and the murderous predictions they 
heard, had abated their zeal, and determined 
them to watch over their own families and pro- 
perty, ^and wait with prudence the course of 
events ; but they neither embarrassed the prince 
nor favoured the cause of the emperor : nay, 
when it was known that Napoleon was in the 
ThuiUeries, that Louis, beyond the frontiers, 

* See page 39. and 40. 
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was again an exile, and that the first bodies in 
the state had recognised and sworn adherence to 
the imperial government, the department of the 
Gard did not, in any degree, disturb the opera- 
tions of the Duke d'Angouleme. Lyons, Gre- 
noble, Dijon, and the principal cities had hoisted 
the national and tri-coloured standard ; but the 
banner of the Bourbons still waved on the cita- 
del of Nismes. 

Facts are the best arguments ; and I adduce 
them. In order to keep in check the department 
of Lozere, and secure his communications on 
that side, the Duke sent detachments in the di^ 
rection of Mende : they left Nismes, passed Le- 
dignan, Anduze, St. Jean, and arrived at St. Ro- | | 
man, and thus traversed the Gardonnenque, the / 
part of all France where protestants are in'^ 
the greatest numbers ; and though provocations, 
inseparable from the hasty and peculiar compo- 
sition of the detachments frequently occurred^ 
they were welcomed and well supplied. At 
St. Roman, they learned that they were too 
late ; that the whole department had recognised 
the emperor ; that the national colours trium- 
phed every where ; and in fact that, since their 
departure, they had been planted at Nismes. 
Their situation was desperate j the prince had 
not yet capitulated ; their colours placed them 
in a state of hostility against the new govern- 
ment ; they had to return by the same route, 
across the Gardonnenque, through the centre of 
those protestants, who were represented as re- 
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volutionists, as their natural enemies, and in 
whose biood they had threatened to wash their 
hands ! How were they treated ? At St. Jean, 
the mayor, the protestant pastor, and the most 
I ; i respectable inhabitants, carefully supplied them 
I 'i I with food and lod^ng ; and to prevent all in- 
; f I convenience, commissioners were appointed to 
6, : conduct them to Anduze. At Anduze they ex- 
I J perienced similar treatment, and they marched 
■ r\ out of that district, almost entirely protestant, 
I I without the slightest insult. Other commis- 
) I isioners conducted them to Ledignan, where 
I f they met the same hospitality, without the ex- 
I (pence of a single crown; and, finally, they 
1 entered their homes, surprised at their own 
I I /safety, and affected with the unexpected and 
^' t - ^ generous protection they had received. 

In the city, the protestants displayed a degree 
of patience and forbearance which, under the cir- 
cumstances, was very extraordinary. On one 
occasion, Truphdmy, a butcher, a wretch only 
second to Trestaillon for cruelty in the massa- 
cres of 18J5, and a gang of the same descrip- 
tion, heated with wine, made a procession, in- 
sulting the soldiers of the line on guard, and 
the persons who frequented a c^e, called by the 
fanatics, the Ckfe de VIsle d^Elbe. Their 
audaci^ might have occasioned their destruc- 
tion : the quality and the number of the insulted 
were imposing, but they dispersed the rabble 
with only a slight wound being given to Duma^ 
a wood cleaver, by one of the military^ If 
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the protestants had wished for a pretext, it 
was provided by these men, but their quietness ' 
was unbroken by this and similar incidents. 
Gregoire^ a protestant, who lived with his wife 
at the last house in the Faubourg, on the road 
to Uz^s, was roused from his first sleep, on. 
the 26th of March, by the barking of his dog.> 
He got up, took his fowling-piece, went into the 
court-yard, and perceived a man's head above 
one of the walls of his enclosure. He sup-; 
posed a thief was designing to rob the house, and 
though he could have shot the intruder, he only 
wished to frighten him : he accordingly fired in 
the air, and in the morning, acquainted the com-^ 
missary of police, of the intention of some un- 
known person to enter his house. Four days 
after, he was attacked and wounded with a fork 
by one Quet, who informed him that he was 
the person at whom he had fired a few nights be- 
fore. Gregoire now complained to the king's 
attorney, gave him the report of the oflScer of 
health on the state of his wounds, and waited 
the result. The 100 days commenced; the 
judges acted in the name of Buonaparte; the 
protestants were " all his partizans ;" and yet 
this partizan of Buonaparte, this vindictive pro- 
testant, recovering his health, pursued his busi- 
ness and left Quet unmolested. Such was the 
spirit of the people ; and the conduct of the 
superior protestants, to the latest moment, left 
the catholics nothing to wish. The Duke, at 
his departure, placed the general council of the 
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department in permanent activity. On the 1st 
of April it was joined by the constituted autho- 
rities, the officers of the Urban guard, the ca- 
tholic priests, protestant pastors, and many re- 
qiectable citizens at the hotel of the protestant 
mayor, M. d'Aunant M. Trinquelague*, advo- 
cate-*general, prepared an energetic address, 
with the particular design to detach the troops 
from the cause of Buonaparte ; it was unanimously 
adopted, signed by the principal protestants of 
Nismes, and the next day, Sunday, the 2d of 
April, it was published in a procession, formed 
of the persons who had adopted it, escorted by 
two companies of Urban guards, to the cries of 
Vive le Rot ! Vivent les Bourbons / 

I shall not discuss the wisdom or prudence 
oi this obstinate and pompous display of ad- 
herence to the royal cause. The depart- 
ments of the Ardeche, the Lozere, the He- 
rault, and the Drome, had degraded the lily 
and raised the eagle, and the moments spent at 
Nismes in the forlorn struggles of pretended 
loyalty, were consecrated at Montpellier, the 
chief place of the 9th miUtary division, (in which 
Nismes is included,) to the inauguration of the 
imperial government. Such, however, are the 
facts J the city of all France where the pro- 
testants are most numerous, opulent, and effec- 
tive; and the department in which they are 
most powerful, was the last to abandon the 
catholic government of Louis XVIII. The 
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order of time cannot be accommodated ; dates 
confound both sophisms and calumnies. . 

The news soon travelled from Montpellier ; 
and, in fact» it was known at Nismes the same 
evening among the retired military, the soldiers 
on half^pay, and the sixty-third regiment of the 
line, then in garrison* It were absurd to im* 
agine, that among such persons, and among the 
population of a large city, the emperor should 
not have had numerous partizans, and these 
might be either catholics or protestants. Cer- 
tainly the latter had seen enough to disgust 
them with the restoration, and to make them 
hail another government as a refuge from their 
present cruel oppression. Political calculations 
and preferences vanish, when personal danger 
is imminent; and the protestants would have 
acted both naturally and justly, if they had pro- 
moted the return and the triumph of a govern-* 
ment, which had always given them security, 
and if they had contributed to destroy thatf 
which was unable or unwilling to afford them 
protection ; but still, as a body they were in- 
active, and as individuals the latest in motion. 

The next morning, April the 3d, the half- 
pay ojfficers were to be reviewed at the fountain. 
It was generally known, that all the civil and 
military authorities of Montpellier had recog- 
nised Napoleon; that General Ambert, com- 
mandant of the ninth division, had published 
ian order of the day to that effect, and. it was 
expected that General Briche, commandant of 
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the department, put in execution the order of 
his commanding oflScer. The militaiy while> 
waiting for the inspecting officers, conversed 
on the order of the day of Ambert, and at 
length one of them, drew his sword, and ex- 
claimed, Vive VEmpereur. The effect of an elec- 
tric spark could not have been more rapid; 
all cried out, Vive rEmpereur ; they marched to 
the barracks, the sixty-third regiment joined 
them, and the air resounded with their acclam- 
ations. Adjutant Pelissier flew to the spot, 
and endeavoured to check their ebullition : he 
was arrested by his own troops. The officers 
called on General Briche to publish the order 
of the day, which he ought to have received : he 
repeatedly assured them he had not received it, 
and refused to explain to ' them the line of con- 
duct he should adopt. He was put under arrest 
and conducted to the barracks. 

This was an act of military impatience and 
insubordination, with which, the inhabitants bad 
nothing to do. The city remained peaceable, and 
the white flag still waved on all its stations. 
Another moment, and the movement of the mili- 
tary would have been irregular, but necessary. 
The postman was at the house of General 
Briche with the dispatch, almost immediately 
after his arrest, and learning his situation, he 
delivered the letter to the colonel of the sixty- 
third, the officer the next in rank. The colonel 
opened the dispatches, countersigned Ambert, 
and read as follows : 
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« Montpellier, April 2d. 1815. 
** My dear General, 

«* You will have received the order of Lieu- 
tenant-General d'Aultanne, chief of the army 
of the south, dated the 1st of April, tending 
to disorganise the' troops, and to involve the 
oflScers in the fury of party contest ; and you 
have without doubt opposed its execution. In 
the event of your having acted on it, give your 
orders for the soldiers to be retained, and do not 
suffer them to disband. Make known my 
order of the day, to all the troops under you, 
and collect them in one corps at Nismes or 
Lunel. I have not given this order either from 
ambition or any other motive, but that of 
avoiding a civil wai', which they are trying to 
organise, but which it is impossible to effect, 
and which would only result in private misery. 

" A national movement might preserve the 
family of the Bourbons ; that movement has de- 
clared against them, and the emperor has been 
re-seated on the throne without opposition. 
To-morrow you will receive the deliberation of 
the council general of L'Herault, and the de- 
cree of the prefect of the department, which re- 
cognises the imperial government; and you will 
also receive the proclamations and orders of the 
emperor, and the extracts from the bulletins 
of the laws, which the prefect has had printed. 
. " I shall always preserve the profoundest 
veneration for the royal family. Your senti- 
ments are doubtless similar, and should we ever 
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be in a situation to give them proofs, we should 
seize the opportunity with eagerness: but the 
position of afiairs will not permit us to shed 
unnecessarily the blood of Frenchmen. You 
will with myself embrace any occasion to shew 
the princes of that family the respect we enter- 
tain for them. Receive, my dear general, the 
assurance of my consideration. 

" Ambert.** 

The preamble of the order of the day, then 
states, diat-^ having been for eight days without 
information from the capital, and subject to the 
effect of the most mischievious reports } being 
informed of the manoeuvres employed to dis- 
organise the troops, and promote a civil war, 
equally useless and disastrous, since the kii:^ 
has left, and all has }delded to the force of 
circumstances ; finding the people and the army 
xally round the imperial standard ; and coa« 
vinced that evils must result from indedsion ; 
it is a duty to prevent an exasperation, which 
it would not be possible long to restrain ; and 
having received various orders of the imperial 
government, &c. &c. 

" It is decreed, that the general recognises, 
with the council general, and the prefect of the 
Herault, the acts of that goverment and orders. 
That the troops shall take the national cockade ; 
that no orders shall be obeyed in the division, 
out those which emanate from him ; that the 
generals shall take every measure to guarantee 
public and private tranquillity, and the most 
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•exact discipline among the troops, and shall 
read the order at the head of the regiments and 
companies. Dated 2d April 1815/' 

The colonel immediately ordered the g6n^rale 

to be beaten, and the sound collected the 

Urban guard, and all the regular troops, the 

guard fell in, immediately after troops of the 

line, in order of battle, and the order of General 

Ambert, was read, printed and stuck up. It 

was no longer a matter of choice, what cockade 

should be worn ; for the national colours were 

unfurled, and the Bourbon flag was prohibited. 

The city was immediately declared in a state of 

siege, and the next day, the 4th of April, a bsU:- 

talion of the 2d of the line, and two squadrons 

of the 10th chasseurs and some artillery, arrived 

from General Ambert. Thus was affected at 

Nismes, the revolution of the 3d of April, and 

the restoration of the power of Napoleon^ The 

protestants had only to receive the impresaon 

of changing events ; though it may be added, 

that, at tlie moment when the emblems of royalty 

were proscribed, when the imperial authority 

was supreme, and the shouts of ** Vive rjEiw- 

^erez/r /'*' resounded through the city, a pro- 

testant officer of the Urban guard, (the eldest \ 

son of M. d* Aunant) had the audacity to cry out \ 

at the head of his company, " Vfoe le Roi f* * 

General Gilly, a catholic, since the 18th of 
march, had retired by order of the Duke 
D' Angouleme, to his country-house in the neigh- 
bourhood of Villeneuve, about ten leagues from 
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Nismes, and in a canton where there is scarcely 
a single protestant. In the night of the 5th, 
he received orders from General Ambert, to 
take the command of the 2d sub-division, com- 
prising the Gard, the Ardeche, and the Lozere* 
The city was already in a state of siege, and 
therefore, neither the civil magistrates, nor even 
General Gilly were responsible, but the general 
of division Ambert, whom the Duke d'Angou- 
ISmehadnot displaced, but " particularly distin- 
guished by his kindness," and who directed every 
arrangement. If there had not existed a pro- 
testant in the . department, every thing would 
have happened as it did, or it is highly probable 
that the change would have been less peace- 
able ; as it was, the public tranquillity was not 
at all disturbed. 

General Gilly was informed that General 
Ambert, to prevent a civil war from entering 
hiif division, had sent troops by forced marches, 
under Colonel St. Laurent, to occupy Pont St. * 
Esprit, and immediately after, he received dis- 
patches from Marshal Davoust, minister of war, 
ordering him to add such reinforcements, as 
could be collected or spared from Nismes, and 
to take the command in chief. General Gilly 
obeyed ; he left -^ Nismes on the 7th of April, 
slept at Uz^s, and found that city abandoned 
of its magistrates, and in a state of confusion. 
He prevailed on the sub-prefect and mayor to 
resume their functions, and M. Bresson, a retired 
officer, with only four gensdarmes, preserved 
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peace in that town ; whereas, at the second re- 
storation, a large force did not prevent the most 
horrible and repeated massacres. M. Vallabrix^ 
the sub-prefect, who afterwards presided at the 
murder of the protestants, earnestly solicited 
General Gilly, to request the emperor to <:on- 
tinue him in his office. 

The next morning as General Gilly travelled 
the road to Pont St. Esprit, he was met by an 
aide-de-camp with important information. That 
the Duke d* Angouleme was not able to contend 
with officers, m^o had made the campaigns of 
Napoleon, was no impeachment of his military 
prowess. The officer announced the occu- 
pation of St. Esprit, by Colonel St. Laurent, 
and the proposal of negotiations by General 
d'Aultanne, on the part of his royal highnesfii. 
The general pushed on, and found the nego- 
tiators at the H6tel de la Poste, deciding the 
4efstiny of the nephew and the husband of the 
(diaughter of Louis XVI. St Laurent had in- 
deed already agreed,. that the duke, on surren- 
dering, should be allowed to retire by easy 
stages, and embark at Marseilles. Gilly refused 
his. consent, unless Cette were substituted as the 
place of embarkation. The prince contended 
for Marseilles, and sent Baron^Damas to give 
effect to the negotiations ; it was in vain ; time 
Was lost ; and at last, after having witnessed the 
hourly desertion of the royal troops, the cofcnt 
returned to St. Esprit the third time, at ten 
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o'clock at nighty with powers to sign the treaty* * 
llie protestants had therefore no more to do 
with die surrender of the prince, than with the 
revolution of the dd of April at Ni«ne8» the 
return of Buonaparte, or the battle of Moscow. 
His royal highness was to set out the next 
night at eight o'clock. General Gilly dispatched 
one officer at full speed, to Montpellier^ tozpprize 
General Ambert, and to request the necessary 
preparations, and another to Paris, with a copy 
c^ the treaty for the emperon This officer wa? 
fstoptf before be arrived at the first post, by the 
staff of Marshal Grouchy, and the aides-de* 
oamp of Napoleon, Corbineau and Fire, who 
having opened the letter, zai sent it on to 
Paris, hastened themselves, followed by the 
army, to Pont St. Esprit. Arrived there, thej 
insisted on the instructions of M. Grouchy <^ to 
cut off the retreat of the prince> and especially 
towards the coast,'* and finally, they determined 
on his detention^ till the emperor's pleasufe 
should be known. At nine p. m. the prince 
entered with his suite-and escortt and alighted 
at the house of the mayor.^ To his surprise 
it was immediately surround ed^ and he was re- 
^lired to wait the ratification of the emperor. 
The emperor respected the treaty^ On the l^di 

'* About four o'clock p. m. wliile Baron Damas wfs 

engaged with Gilly in his cabinet^ an artillery officer of the 

'Duke's army was announced. " Has his royal highnea* 

'btdered you here ?" said the general. « No," said the officer ; 

** we have left his corps, and will not continue in his serviceJ*^ 
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In the evening the rathScation was reeeivedy and 
Orouchy had orders to conduct his ro^ higb- 
Hess immediately to Cette. * He passed throu^ 
Nismes and Montpellier in the night of the l^h; 
the next morning he re^K^hed the port ; the \dnd 
was favoarahle, and he embarked^ once more an 
exile from the land of his fathers. Such is the 
fate of royalty, and i80 nearly, after ail^ are men 
allied by vicissitude and misfortune. 

Before he advances another step in t&e history 
of thisperiod, let the reader enquirej^-^what share 
liad the protestants in the violation, or rather the 
•delay, of the convention, or the embarkaUon q£ 
the prisoner? GiUy was a catholic -•«- Grouchy 
was a catholic — the aides-de-camp were catho- 
lics— ** our dear son,** the emperor, was an ex- 
cellent catholic, consecrated by the pope — the 
country where all this occurred was entirely ca^ 
thoUc — how then cocdd the protestaist manu-^ 
facturers at Nismes, or the peasants in the G^r- 
donnenque, be implicated in the capture, or ihe 
detention, of this catholic but unfi»rtunate prince ? 

The official report of Baron Damas, SQuschtf 
^eM m^or-genSrai of bis roy^ highness, de- 



* The reasom wbi A iaduced General £rUly to substitute 
Cette for Marseilks, J hftyerecewred frow A^>igi^^t pos^- 
•felp «oujr<5^ ; they wer# bptb wise iwd generous* M»rs?j}- 
les was beyond die limit of his command ; it was, there- 
ibre, impossible for him to provide for the fidfillment of the i \ 
treaty ; and as the marshal, who commanded at Marseilles^ ' 1 
might have received other orders, to ha^e sent !the duke to tjiiiit : I 
fMwn» inight have been to plaee him in the pow^r^f bi^ {f^ 
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monstrates 80 perfectly the real character of the90 
events, that it is a duty to lay it before thereader^ 
and to request his particular attention both to 
the order of the facts and of the dates recorded. 

** The force of his royal highness was formed 
in three divisions. The first corps, commanded 
by> General Emouf, and composed of the ^8th 
and 83d of the line, 3000 national guards of 
Marseilles, and six pieces of cannon, marched 
t>n Grenoble. The second corps, commanded by 
the Duke d' Angouleme, consisted of onli/ 2000 
national guards of the three departments of the 
Oard, theHerault, andVaucluse; the 10th of the 
line, 900 strong ; the 1st royal foreign regiment, 
•of 350 men ; 70 national guards d cheval; the 
14th chasseurs, cavalry, 300 strong; and 12 
|>ieces of cannon, two of them, served by national 
^ards. This corps was to pass the Rhone at 
Pont St. Esprit, and march rapidly on Lyons 
4>y Valence. 

" The third corps, commanded by General 
0>mpans, wa» to keep possession of Auvergne, 
and facilitate the movement on Lyons. The 
24th of March his royal highness received, at 
Nismes, the news of the occupation of Paris by 
Napoleon ; he directly informed General Com- 
-pans, of ¥4iom he heard no more« Thus one 
whcfle corps was immediately lost to the royal 
.cause. 

" On the 29th of March the advanced guard 
of the second corps occupied Montelimart. On 
ike 30tfa it was attacked ; and^ lliough it main- 
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tained its position, out of 50 chasseurs, 49, with 
their officers, passed over to the imperial troops^ 
News arrived on the 31st that Generals Rey, 
St. Paul, and Lafitte had disbanded the national 
guards of three departments, the Ard^che, 
Loz^re, and Haute Loire, and taken the tri* 
coloured cockade. The duke left General 
Merle, a protestant of Nismes, to maintain 
Pont St. Esprit, and, with the rest of the se- 
cond corps, fixed his head quarters at Monteli-r 
mart on the first of April. 

" His royal highness, after an action with the 
troops of Napoleon at the Drome, entered Va* 
lence the 3d. On the 4th he received intelligence 
that General Gordonne, with the advanced guard 
of the 1st corps, which was marching on Gre- 
noble, had joined the enemy. All progresis was 
now stopped. Information arrived, on the 5th of 
April, that General Ambert had established the 
imperial government at MontpelUer, and in aU 
the ninth military division ; and that at Nisme& 
the Generals Briche and Pelissier had resisted 
in vain, were compelled to submit, gnd were 
arrested by the troops. Marshal Grouchy was 
advancing from Lyons with ^500 troops of the 
line, by forced marches on Valence. 

" A letter from General Merle informed the 
Duke> on the morning of the 6th, that troc^s, 
from Mpntpellier, were about to attack St. Esprit, 
and that he was not inclined to oppose them» 
Many of. the royal troops deserted^ at Valence^ 
The retreat was ordered on the 7th, and the 
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colonel of the I4th Chasseurs^ ani^uneiiig t&e* 
complete insabordination of his regiment, k was- 
dismissed. 

•* On the 8th, the colonel of the lOth of the line 
declared, that the greater part of his soMiery 
would not %ht* The artillery equally refused 
to serve the king. The royal foreign regiment 
much weakened, and 7 or 800 natk)nlil 
guards were all the troops left to his royal higfa->r 
Hess. Toulouse and Avignon had raised the 
tri-coloured flag. General Merle had left St* 
Esprit. The regiment of Berry was marching 
from Avignon, to prevent the duke^s escape, and 
General D^Aultanne was immediately dispatched 
with power to negotiate for his retreat to Mar*- 
seilles.'* 

It is most evident, from this report, that at the 
head-quarters, it was never imagined that the 
toyal disastefs wef e attributable to the protest^ 
ants J but at Nismes, every incident was tortured 
or perverted by the malice of their etiemles. 

The first article of the treaty sti{>ulat6d^ 
«* That the royal army should be disbandisd, ^nd 
that the national guards, of whom it vr&s eom^ 
^osed, under whatever description dP force they 
had been raised, should surrender their mms^ 
r^sturii to their homes by given routes, and with- 
wt being responsible for their past conduct.^' 

Hiis article has given occasion to an innume-^ 
f able variety of falsehoods, all equally impudent 
afkl abiymiDable. They have been propagatedy 
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published, reiterated, with unparrelled assiduity 
and confidence. 

The protestants are accused of having plun- / 
dered, murdered, and tortured SOO of the dis- 
banded royalists who reUed on the faith of the 
treaty ; of stripping them at Pont St. E^rit s 
ca^mg their bodies into the Rhone ; crimsonii 
its waters with their blood; and chopping off 
tneir hands when they desperately clung to the 
sides of the bridge and the shores of the 
river. . 

The whole is not merely false but entirely des-/ 
titute of foundation ; not a single individual re- 
ceived even a scratch. On the left side of the 
Rhone, in the department Vaucluse, eminently 
catholic, some of the royal volunteers were de- 
prived of their clothes or accoutrements by the 
troops of the line. But this was before the capi* 
tulation, or at the moment of expected conflict; 
and General Gilly gave orders, in the presence c^ 
the Baron Damas, for the suppression of bH these 
outrages. The press of the crowd induced a 
volunteer to walk along tibe parapet of the bridge 
of St. Esprit J he fell — not into the Rhone, but 
on the exterior stone-work, and broke his thigh. 
Thid isditary accident has been magnified, and 
multiplied, into a series of monstrous crimes 
against humanity and good faith. No proof <rf 
these charges «has been attempted ; on the €on* 
trary, the testimony of llie officers of the royal 
an^y, and of tjbe local magistrates ha« been 

L 4 




t5S BREACH OF THE TREATY 

diallenged, and public discussion has been invited 
in vain, by the protestants, through the medium 
of the journals. 

The letter of M. d'Aunant, inserted in the 
journals of Paris, may serve as an instance. 
M. Achille d'Aunant, counsellor of the royal 
court at Nismes, belongs to a family whose loyal 
sentiments are well known, and his brother 
served in the army of the prince. 

" To the Editor, &c. 

"In a work entitled. History of the Cam- 
paigns of 1814 and 1815, by M. de Beau- 
champ, it is said, that 300 royalists of the Duke 
d*Angoul6me*s army were killed in the depart- 
ment of the Gard, as they returned to their 
homes* M» Beauchamp will, doubtless, learn 
with pleasure, that the most scrupulous and exact 
investigations, of these pretended murders, have 
furnished evidence, that only two royal volun- 
teers perished in the department, and that they 
were traversing the village of Arpaillargues, with 
a large troop to which they belonged. I pass 
over many serious errors which M. Beauchamp 
has committed, but 1 thought it a duty to re- 
fute a statement which, if true, would have fixed 
an ineffacable stain on the inhabitants of this 
country. 

" Achille d'Aunant, 

" Conceilleur a la Cour Royale de Nismes.'* 
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The af&ir of Arpaillargues, to which M. d* Au- 
nant refers, has been so perverted, that it is ne- 
cessary to record a full and correct explanation^ 

Ten protestants have suffered death for a pre- 
tended crime at this place ; while not one of the 
butchers or assassins of Nismes or Uzds, not even 
Trestaillon, or Quatretaillon, have received the 
slightest punishment. Trestaillon I saw walking 
on the esplanade of Nismes, perfectly comfort- 
able and confident, and Quatretaillon, when I was 
at Uzes, was garde champetre to a loyal gentle- 
man in that neighbourhood. * 

And here, let it be observed, that, had all 
the evils which have been ascribed to the pro- 
testants really existed, they would have been 
entirely attributable to the sufferers themselves^ 
for their flagrant violation of the terms of the 
treaty, by which their safety was ensured. The 
treaty required, " that the disbanded troops 
should deposit their arms ;" instead of which, 
they marched armed into peaceable districts ; 
and appeared in a hostile attitude, when they 
were enjoying liberty to return home under a 

* Since this was written, two of the most notorious mur- 
derers of Nismes, have been tried. Servant was found guilty, 
and guillotined. Truph^my was equally found guilty, but 
ihe court of Cassation' annulled the sentence, on a point of 
form. Truph6my was again tried— -the ladies of Nismes 
made a collection, and an advocate went from. Nismes to 
Valence in his behalf.- The jury was iveU composed, and as 
|t was impossible to return a verdict of not guilty, they 
added to the word guilty ' of the fact, but not of the inten- 
tion.' He was, therefore, only sent to the gallies, 
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treaty of capitulatioo. This is not assertion^ but 
fact, established by the very witnesses who were 
brought in evidence against the villagers of Ar* 
paiUargues, at the period of their trial. 

John Saunier deposed^ <' Returning from the 
army of the duke, after the capitulation, we 
marched on Uz^ When we were in the middle 
of a wood, M. de Vogue, our general, told us 
that we must each return home« We asked, 
where we should deposit the flag* Magni^ the 
commandant, took it from the sta$ and put it 
in his pocket : as for our arms, the general sau^ 
we must not deposit, but preserve them, fbr that 
before long, we should have occasion for them ; 
indeed, that we ought to take our arms and am* 
muniticm, to protect ourselves from any misfor- 
tune on the road. We divided ; sixty«four of us 
went together. We took a guide, on purpose 
to avoid Uzes, and set off without officers, &c." 

Fabregue, Marie, and several other witnesses, 
d^osed to ^edsely the same facts, -*-*• that << They 
evaded the great road through Uz^s, (the sub* 
prefecture,) took a guide to show them across the 
country, marched without officers, and pre- 
served, for a future occasion, their arms and am- 
nrnnition, which they ought to have deposited.** 
Abandoned of their chiefi, the volunteers pro- 
ceeded peaceably on their route; they passed 
the protestajat village of Montaren, where tbey 
were received with civifity and ^^ndness, a&d 
pursued their course for Aipaillargues. Hiepea-^ 
sants engaged in their fields little thou|;bt of 
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atiiicking the royalists or overturniBg^ the state* 
Old men, women, and children, were all busy in 
thdr rural occupations* - On a sudden, a man of 
the name of Bertrand, arrived at Arpaillargues 
on a white horse, at full gallop, with the most 
alarming news. Bertrand was between fifty and 
sixty years of age j he was a native of Aries j 
had served for twenty years one of the knights 
of Malta; had been of the camp formed at 
Aries by Froment and his party, to efiect a 
counter-revolution; and was subsequently an 
emigrant. In 1814, he became a)achmaQ to th^ 
Abbe Rafin, ancien vkdire general of Alsds, and 
afterwards bailiff on his estate at Aureillac near 
ArpaUi^gues. ** Born in a catholic country,** 
says his master, ** and brought up in that re^ 
ligion, he practised scrupulously aU its dutiest^ 
and professed all its holy principles ; without 
this, I dare to say, he would not so ra^dly have 
merited my estean.'' This man^ well knowii^ 
servant to an abbd, a zealous catholic, and an 
e:tcellent royalist, arrived at Atpaillargues at foU 
gallop, and announced with a loud voice^ that 
the (Usbanded troops, called MiqueletBy were ap» 
proaching ; and that on their route they had 
plundered houses^ violated ftsmales and thrdwxl 
them out t^ the mndows^ and murdered for^ 
pirotestant ministers. He alighted at the hoi»si^ 
of M. Boucarut, who acted a& xnayor^ and made 
Ms reports Tbe tocsin was sounded, the gini^ 
r$h beaten, and arms and ammunition wen 
diMift^ted« 'Pie whole population asitemUed $ 
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the road was barricaded with carts, and the 
peaceful village, roused by Bertrand, was put in 
a state of defence. The royalists, observing the 
crowd, and hearing the tocsin, advanced with 
signs of amity, and with their arms reversed. 
They were interrogated by Boucarut, the mayor, 
and they declared, that they only wished quietly 
to pass the town. The mayor promised them 
safety and accommodation, on condition that 
they deposited their arms, but refused them even 
a passage, without this compliance. After all 
that had been reported of their enormities, it is 
hardly possible, that he could have required less 
as a measure of safety, even if they had not 
been in a state of hostility and acting contrary 
to the convention. The volunteers appeared 
disposed to accede, but some of them, during the 
parley, continued to press on the mayor, and the 
people, observing their encroachment, became 
suspicious and inflexible in proportion as the 
volunteers attempted to enter the village, with- 
out complying with the terms ; a confusion com- 
menced, and fearing least a band of armed men 
should perpetrate the horrors which Bertrand 
had described, they seized the foremost, at- 
tacked the rest, disarmed some, pursued others, 
and treated them as an armed populace usually 
treat those who fall into their power. Four were 
wounded, two slightly, and two mortally ; one 
died at Arpailiargues, and the other in, the 
jbospital at Uzes. It is proper to add the proces 
verbal of the judge of the canton, on the re* 
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movalof oneof the bodies the next day, attended 
by several municipal oflScers of both places. 
« We learned/' said he, « from a man, Qa royal 
volunteer), who was confined in the prison of 
the commune of ArpaUlargues, that the stranger 
was killed, for endeavouring, at the head of 
armed men, to enter by violence the said com- 
mune of Arpaillargues, at the moment when the 
inhabitants ofiered to -furnish them with every 
thing they could want, on condition that they 
diould not enter without surrendering their arms ; 
a condition which they would not accept, wish- 
ing to enter with their arms. This occasioned 
the insurrection of the inhabitants, and the death 
of the stranger. The same statement has been 
made to us by several inhabitants of the com* 
mune." Such was the evidence taken on the spot; 
and at the time : — the non-deposition of their 
arms, was further attested by a person worthy of 
credit, as he was appointed mayor of ArpaUlar- 
gues after the 1 00 days, and on the second return 
of the Bourbons. 

Bertrand, the catholic instigator, fled, was ac- 
cused of contumacy and acquitted, is at liberty, 
and has not been subjected to any interrogation 
as to the cause of all the mischief he occasioned. 
Eleven villagers were prosecuted in 1816, and, 
after fifteen months' inqprisonment, eight were 
^condemned to death — one to be branded and 
sent to the gallies for life — one was remanded 
on another indictment — and the eleventh was 
acquitted^ but he was a catholic, and the only 
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catholic who was in any way troubled by the 
legal authorities on account of this affidr. Aftar 
stating these facts, remarks are unnecessary. 

The reports of the dispositions and conduct 
of the royal volunteers excited general alaitn* 
M^en they approached the commune of Ser* 
viers, the gSnerale was beat, the tocsin sounded, 
and a great number of peasants from the neigh- 
bouring villages, (Foissac, Euzet, Baron, Monta. 
ren, and Valence,) were collected. A company 
of the royal volunteers appeared in arms, on 
their way to Alais ; but as they made no resist^ 
ance, they were allowed to pass without difficulty. 
Amidst the mass of persons collected on such oc* 
tsions, it was impossible to prevent irregularities; 
without the slightest political feeling, indi- 
idduals always mingle in crowds, for the tsake 
of plunder, or the gratification of their passions. 

On the second restoration, the circumstance 
which occurred at Serviers was represented in 
tiie most horrid colours, and informations were 
kiid against fourteen or fifteen inhabitants of the 
commune. Tlie peaceable rustics, summoned 
from their occupations by the toc^n, and 
headed by the mayor, were charged, as high" 
waymen, **des voleurs de grand chemn^* and 
liable to be sentenced to tiie hot iron, tiie gal- 
iies for life, and even the guillotine. After 
languishing in prison for 4i;everal months, diey 
entreated the judgment of the Qour Roy4xie. 
Ten, out of fourteen, were honourably liber- 
ated : four, were sent before the tribunal of cor- 
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rectional police for the arrondissement of Vigan, 
Two of the four, Arvieux and Flaton^ were 
fully acquitted, and the remaining two were 
criminated — - one, for having thrown ^ones, and 
the other, for having taken a great coat. The 
sentence of the court acknowledged, ^* that, be-. 
sides the armed state of the disbanded soldiers^ 
the reports, which were circulated in the district, 
induced the ignorant people, always easily ex- 
cited, to see in every volunteer a dangerous 
enemy." 

At Mas de Marceau, four volunteers were 
actually robbed of a watch^ wearing i^parel^ 
and other articles, which they had in their 
kn^sacks. M. Degosse, a &Jer, who arrived 
at the time, made the men restore the stolen 
property; but this voluntary restitution did 
not prevent subsequent prosecution and heavy 
punishment. Two of the persons accused of 
the theft were condemned to imprisonment for 
two years, and two more were condemned to 
the pill(»:y and confinement for five years. It 
is therefore evident, that if protestants or others 
had committed crimes, the law was equal to the 
punishm^it of ail offences; and that, while 
such severe sentences could be easily obtained 
against individuals, charged with the slightest 
breach of ord^, there could be no pretext for 
those massacres which threatened the extermi- 
nation of the whole communion. 

These Bxe the only facts which the most mar 
^iidous and powerfiil hostility could torture into 



160 VAUVERT AND 

grounds of accusation in the two arrondissements 
of Alais and Uz^s. 

The arrondissement of Vigan did not furnish 
one legal prosecution, to those, who seized on 
the slightest circumstance as an occasion for 
sending the protestants to trial, for the worst of 
crimes. 

The fourth, and only remaining arrondisse* 
ment of the department, that of Nismes, was far 
more fruitful of kindness than cruelty, to the 
imprudent or treacherous volunteers. 

At Vauvert, the chief town of that part of 
this arrondissement called Le Vaunage, four- 
fifths of the inhabitants are protestants ; but the 
imperial government was not acknowledged 
there, till after its establishment at Nismes, and 
in consequence of orders which it was impos- 
sible to evade. 

The capitulation of La Palud was known at 
Vauvert J and reports arrived from the neigh- 
bouring communes of the bad conduct of the 
disbanded volunteers. M. Maurin, who had 
been mayor sixteen years, as a measure, of 
safety, appointed parties of patroles, with special 
orders not to go beyond the territory of Vauvert. 
One of the parties exceeded its commission, 
and, at the canal, about a league distant, fell in 
with several boats containing royal volunteera*. 
They stopped them^ and seized their . horses, and 
baggage, with the intention of conducting them 
to Vauvert. Intelligence of the circumstance 
was received at the mayoralty, and the mayor 
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sent a number of the respectable inhabitants to 
the spot, under the command of one of his 
assistants. On their arrival, the military were 
liberated, every thing was restored to them, ex- 
cept the cover of a drum, which was lost, and 
they departed without the slightest ill usage. 

Another patrole arrested four more volun- 
teers, who were returning into the department 
of THerault. The prisoners were quietly con- 
ducted to the mayoralty. The mayor and his 
assistant, who held permanent sittings, received 
them in the most friendly manner, gave them their 
breakfast, and sent an escort of national guards 
with them to the limits of the commune, that 
they might not experience any inconvenience. 
Vauvert has, notwithstanding, been described 
as the den of cannibals ; and every sort of pro- 
vocation has been employed, though in vain, to 
excite the protestants of that commune to acts 
of hostility. 

A circumstance occun'ed, near Nismes, which 
became the subject of a most extraordinary judi- 
cial proceeding. I shall defer the recital of the 
judicial details, till I arrive at the period when 
they took place, and only generally state the fact. 

A few days aifter the capitulation, four persons 
of Nismes, who had been quail-shooting, met 
some royal volunteers at Mas d'Assas, aimed, 
and adorned with Jteurs-de-Us. As much for 
the security of the volunteers themselves, as 
from other motives, they deprived them of their 
anns and decorations, and deposited them at the 
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municipality: nothing further passed, tio com- 
plaints were heard, and the rencontre was 
scarcely known. But when the 100 days were 
ended, prosecutions were commenced against 
the four astonished sportsmen. Three out <^ 
the four, knowing the sort of justice that pre^ 
vailed, fled in terror, and were condemned for 
contumacy. The fourth, the Sieur Sayen, sixty 
years of age, in easy circumstances, and of spot- 
less reputation, was found guilty of robbery by 
a jury of those times, without the shadow df 
proof, and condemned to pass his days in a 
felon's prison, and to expose his grey hairs on 
the in&unous pillory. After the royal ordon- 
nance of September 5. 1815, his three com- 
panions put themselves on their trial, and were 
fully acquitted. 

Such is the true history of the pretended mas- 
sacres, robberies, and cruelties committed by 
the protestants, and allied, in justificatiixi of 
the persecution, they were compelled to ^idure. 
Before Pont St. Esprit, some of the volunteers 
were plundered by the force opposed to th^n« 
It was in a catholic country, and in the dquurt- 
ment Vaucluse. At ArpaUlai^es!, two pw- 
8ons were killed and two wodbded, because 
they insisted cm entering the village m a hostile 
manner. Some disbanded soldiiK*s w&e <£»- 
aimed according to die treaty, aad othecs woe 
kindly and genooudy j^otected. As ftr ikm 
bodks biffied m the viaqfaida^ and tke wdb 
choked with tihe dead, th^ lia^e iie#cr beoi 
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discovered. No citizens have been lost, aiid^ 
of eoiiiise, hb carCases have been found. NeV^i" 
was iifipesition fhOte gross ktid abSur d. * 

In Nismes itself, not a single life tras lost* 
htit a dr6p of bk>od i^ilt, iiot a single house pil* 
laged, dtiri*g the hundred days j and though 
drc^BEistahces rendei^ed extrefifiely delicate thfe 
duty ci' the civil powers, pei^sons and property 
were universally respected. Only four of the 
most iMtorioui^ disturbers of the peace were 
fWiiii^hed, or rathef pi^evented from doing tois- 
chief. These four were Lavond^s, Vamp^rCi 
Souchon, and Terine. I'hey had recomttjencedl 
the excesses, f(xr which, at the time of the first 

* If additional testimony wete ntcessaty^ the debate ih 
the Chattiber of Deputies, April the 25th 1820, on the im- 
portant petition of M. Madier de Montjau, might be produced. 
On that occasion M. St. Aulaire, one of the deputies from 
<9re dejpdrtment of the Gard, the &ther-in-Iai^ of M. Xyetai^f 
and in constant and in^ii^t^ relatiofiis "with hk ihaji^^ 
Louis XVIII., made the following dedaration : *- 

'< When the crimes of 1815 were committed, a genend 
sentiment of indignation ought to have been expressed 
against such atrocities ; but the party, of which I speaK, 
pretended, fbr a lotig titne, to deny their ^jt^end^, taiA 
eMdea^oai'ed «6 h^e it bdiiived^ that Ibe cntts&f of 1815, 
were oiriy the eSSet of the rep^sab 6f cruelties committed 
in the 100 days* This allegation is destroyed by facCf. 
£iuring the 100 days, not a di^op of blood xioas shed in the 
i&p&ntA&it 6f th^ G^d. I Aiigfak6 ; ihtee Volunteei's w^ri^ 
iHhstae^ed at Aaf^ama^ueli, btit4l6ey #ei^e kiHed wilSi Muk 
i*^ tibeir hante, aad'cokiteBflBig^abo agiiast aaatitted^Grrciil 
I do not j^etenfid to say thftt th«!te 4s« ecMMpiraoy, i>ut there 
is a sort of kagjuo^ and I empldy this word, because it de- 
scribes, to tKe Iiife, tfie sfjafte of the d^^rtment.** 
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restoration, they had been banished the city, as 
has been aheady mentioned, by M. Latour Mau-; 
bourg, then royal commissioner, since ambas- 
sador to the court of St. James's, and now 
minister of war. Their punishment was only 
surveillance of the police in different districts ; 
and even this was not an act of the protestants, 
but the arrets of the catholic prefect, announced 
every where with the utmost publicity. 

The Urban guard, consisting of 600 men, of 
both religions, though principally protestants 
at this date, because many of the catholics had 
left their homes to follow the royal army, pre- 
I served order in the city, and especially merited 

general gratitude, for protecting the fanatics of 
1814, who experienced none of those evils 
which they had been so eager to inflict on 
others. Their expeditions to Gilles and Bouil- 
largues have been perverted, as well as every 
other event of the same period. 

Those expeditions were, in fact, ordered by 
the general government. Every department 
was required to pursue deserters, collect con- 
scripts, and dissolve armed bodies. The decree 
of the prefect of the Gard, of the 15th of May, 
entirely disculpates the protestant mayor of 
Nismes, who, confining himself to his own du- 
ties, endangered his life by the most minute and 
indefatigable exertions. It i§. certain that, in 
those places, and throughout the department, 
agents were constantly employed in arranging 
plans and securing resources for the cpm'mence- 
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ment of civil war * ; and it was necessary for 
the existing government to disturb and derange 
their operations. Detachments of the Urba» 
guard were ordered by Mar^chal de Camp Moul-^ 
mont, commandant of the department, to march 
with the troops of the line to search for deserters, 
collect conscripts, and disperse parties of those, 
who were liable to the conscription, but who were 
armed against the government. M. Nicolas, a 
protestant, who went to St. Gilles on private 
business, was attacked by these parties, and left 
for dead. He survived, but his wounds have 
been productive of consequences from which he 
will never recover. The malcontents became 
daily more numerous and more formidable ; and^ 
the better to effect their dispersion, some of the 
leaders were seized, and others were disarmed. 
M. Baron, who obtained from Napoleon the 
place of counsellor to the Imperial court, and 
afterwards proposed the vow of the silver child 
in favour of the Duchess d'Angouleme, and de- 
nounced the protestant secretary of the minister 
of the interior to the bishops of France, was dis- 
covered at the bottom of an old wine tun. : He 
was considered as a chief of the catholic roydiists j 
and, as he was conveyed to Nismes, the popu- 
lace threw stones at his carriage, and vented 
their feelings in abusive language. The pro- 
testant officers protected him from injury. When 
he arrived at the barriers, M. Trinquelague, soa 

• ■. . . : . . .^ . . - > ■. ■ 
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..: * See page 170.. . 
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of the celebrated Trinquelague, (both eiudched 
by Napoleon^) who had married his daugbtePi 
met him, and entered the city in the yoitvr e, 
with his wife and his father-in-law. 

There waa no town in the depaxtmei;it, where 
violence and intrigue might more pr<^erly hftva 
been expected^^than at St< 6iUes« M* JulesdeC^i^ 
vi^re, whom we shall soon see a zealous royatis^ 
and prefect of the Gard^ had been mmy yearst 
mayor under Buonaparte, his most devc^ed ser*» 
vant, and eminent iw the rigour with which he 
enfcorced the laws of conscription. And ev^n 
allowing^ for the sake of %rgumQnt, that th^ 
soldiers of the Urban guards condi^ted thew^ 
selves improperly,^ t&e prpt^tants formed only 
apaft of the guafdt and of the guiurd only ^ 
detachment was employed m thi^ p^tii?i^ 
service. 

But after aU» w^ were tl^e {H^incifial a4rni9tfr' 
ta^fcors in the city, and m the d^paifiSBf^p^ Kt 
this period ? The prefect was a catholic T^W 
sub-prefect, a proftestmit, gave in Im v^^igmfht^ 
The prei^dents a»d me^sJbei^ of tjb^ tri]^imal9». 
who had been nominated by Napojieon^ ai^ had 
^ea the oath of akIegiaAce to l4puift XYUL 
ha4 ft worn a second timi^^ddbity t«!t th^e empeyeor^ 

The Csmr fio^k ooasisted of forty meodbers i, 
eoly one waa a pi^oteslaia^ and h^ wm noli ixk 
the dty, did not take the oatb» a^d^. of oomf^e^ 
had, no sh^jte in pubiUe husioessc Moreaji^ 
director of the national domains j Rome, (d- 
ievant abbe) director ^ tiie droits R^unis; 
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Vilardeau, director of the post-office ; Giraudy* 
keeper of the mortgage-deeds, &c. all catholics^ 
appointed to their places by Napoleon, and con-, 
tinned on their oath of adherence to the kingy 
had resumed the oath of allegiance to their first 
master. M. d'Aunant, the mayor, was main- 
tained in his functions, or rather he devoted^ 
himself, for the happiness of his fellow-citizens^ 
and passed a difficult season, in constantly op^- 
posing all rigorous measures. Indeed, so little 
were the catholics or the royalists oppressed by 
him, that the agents of Buonaparte denounced 
him repeatedly to the ministry as a royalist, fofr 
the moderation he evinced on the return of th^ 
emperor, a^d for the attachment of his sons tq 
the Bourbons ; one having followed the Buke 
d'Angouleme, and the other having cried out^ 
at the head of his company, " Vive le rot P* 
The dismission of M. d*Aunant, the mayor, 
was iourly expected. The command of the 
9th military division, in which Nismes is in- 
cluded, had fortunately been given to Genera} 
Gilly, a catholic, and, 9* Languedocian by birth| 
residence^ and. property; amiable and bene» 
volent in his disposition, endowed with superioir 
talents, possessing general confidence, aad in- 
capable of cruelty or despotism. 

It is not my business to balance the account 
between the royalists and the imperialists, or 
the admirers of restored Louis, or returned Na- 
poleon. I have to record the conduct of the 
pretfstants, to vindicate their innacence> \0 
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prove that their sufferings "were unmerited ; that 
they were not engaged in political plots, and that 
they were persecuted, for the profession of those 
enlightened principles, which are the basis of the 
system of the reformed churches of France. I 
have therefore traced the political, judicial, and 
civil authority, and found it in the hands of the 
catholics. 

Before I proceed to the fall of Napoleon, and 
what has been called "the re-action of the ca- 
tholics,'* I shall notice the project of federation, 
which, though never realized, was charged on 
the protestants as a political crime of the great- 
est magnitude. Towards the end of May, 1815, 
a federative association, similar to those of 
Lyons, Grenoble, Paris, Avignon, and Mont- 
pellier, was desired by many persons at Nismes. 
The resemblance of these affiliations to those 
of 1793, alarmed the friends of constitutional 
principles, who had lost at that epoch, their 
dearest relatives, and had themselves escaped 
with difficulty the revolutionary scaffi3ld. They 
forgot, that, though the organization might be 
analogous, the circumstances were altogether 
different, and the excitement was wanting. 
Their fears were, at least, natural, and their 
motives were highly meritorious. They rallied, 
imd succeeded in giving such a tone to public 
opinion, that the federative engagement, adopted 
and published, was expressly an obligation to 
" unite for the maintenance of order, the pro- 
tection of persons and property^ and the . support 
of the law« and public authorities.** This reso- 
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lution was deposited at the Hotel deVille, and the 
inhabitants were invited by public and official no- 
tices to affix their signatures. More than 250O 
persons, of all religious persuasions, and of all 
classes, subscribed their names : — the mayor 
and his adjuncts ; M. Seyne, a protestant, who 
had received . from Monsieur the cross of the 
Legion d'Honneur ; Moreau, Rome, Vilardeau, 
catholics in the first offices for the conservation 
of property; the first commercial houses; the 
richest proprietors ; physicians, advocates, attbr- 
nies, notaries, and magistrates signed indiscri- 
minately, as all equally concerned in< the pre- 
servation of order and tranquillity. The mayor 
summoned all the subscribers to meet for the 
election of a commission of management, of six 
members. The ballot was open two days, in 
the presence of the municipal officers. Of the 
six commissioners elected, three had been con- 
demned to the guillotine, as favourers of royalty ; 
and one of these, M. Blanc Pascal, a catholic, was 
chosen president. In 1793, M. Blanc was put 
" hors la lot,'' his property was sold, and his.wife 
was imprisoned ten montibs. 

The proceedings were ratified by the prefect 
on the 13th of June, and on the 14th the com- 
missioners assembled at the H6tel de Ville ; 
and, in order to procrastinate, resolved to leave 
the list open eight days, for the convenience 
of those who might wish to add their signatures. 
They were urged to call a general meetings to 
form and to arm the different comp^iies, but, 
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under pretence of demanding authority from the 
ministers of the interior and of police, they re^- 
mained inactive, waiting the issue of the tre* 
mendous conflict, to which the attention o£ all 
Europe was now directed. 

In the mean time, the department became 
every day more and more agitated. Companies 
of royal volunteers were already collected at 
Beaucaire, four leagues from Nismes, under the 
dkection of M. Ren6 de Bernis, (appointed ex- 
traordinary commissioner by the Duke d' Angou- 
Mme,) M, Jules de Calvi^re, provisional prefectr 
and M. VidaU entitled commissary-general of 
police^ " I received,'* says M. Ren^ de Bernis, 
«^ on the 3d of Jime, the order to enter France, 
fi^^ed by the hand of the Duke d'Angouleme, 
at Figui^res in Spain. My mission was, to exer^- 
^ne the functions of extraordinary royal com« 
missiooer in the Gbtrd and the Lozere ; to unite 
1^ royal volunteers ; to replace the authorities 
9ip]K>>pted by Buonaparte ^ and to establii^ every 
mher^ the authority of the king by force c^ 
vms, if volyntary submission was not ofiered. 
The Marquis de Montcakn and his brother went 
^ Moi^l^ellier ; and M. de Calvi^e and I pro- 
ceeded to Lunel. 

^ At this period, the l6th of June, the power 
^ ]^oeaparte was not shaken on any point ; the 
;^eip^t» and luQctionariea sominaited by him were 
an pawerful.^ If they knew in the north, that in 
a, few d^ky^ a g^eaik battle might decide the fate 
(^ jlmop^ the duaoiee waa thoug^bt to be in 
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favour of Buonaparte ; but, in the south, it was 
hardly ascertained that he had left the capital, 
to put himself at the head of the army. Our 
mission could not be pacific :■ it was not to m^ 
troduce gently the authority of the king, but to 
ajssemUe the royalists, arm them, create sol« 
diers, aad change the established order of 
things. We should have betrayed our trust had 
we waited for times and circumstances. 

*^The royal volunteers expected with impa* 
tience the moment of re-appearing in arms. They 
had chiefs who watched over tbem^ and furnished 
them with the means of subsistence in thdx ve<« 
tirement, procured them arms and ammunitioiv 
and promised them the speedy return of die 
king. Viscount Henri de Bemis had broug^ 
back from the Yivarai^ those whom he had com^i^ 
manded in April, under the Duke d' AngouIdm& 
He retired with them to the ^rms in the neiglu 
bourhood of Nismes y he had their entire confix 
dence ; they were ready to take the field, and 
the greatest difficulty waa to^ restrain their 
ardour. 

^ On the S5th of June, while they dieted MJt 
Paris to whpm ta o&r the finest crown in the 
world, and only eiscepted the lawftil possessiHV 
tine towB^ of Beaucaire recognised ifa^ legitimate 
sovereign, and i^ontaneously hd&»ted the white 
flag. Aiguemortes made its^ insijirrectionaJ move- 
ments on the 37^* The garrison wa& muprised^ 
Asarmed, and the eommandaqt and several 
other pecsons^ were made piisoners.^^ 
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Such is the account of M. de Bernis. While 
these intrigues and exertions were in full ope- 
ration, it is not surprising that the existing autho- 
rities thought them worthy of vigilant, though, 
as it appears, inadequate attention, or that the 
detachments, which have been mentioned, should 
have visited some of their most celebrated ren- 
dezvous. Nor would it have been either extra- 
ordinary or improper, if the feder^s had taken 
arms, put themselves in motion and attacked the 
enemies of peace and the authors of civil war. 
But instead of this, on the 28th of June, the 
prefect convened the civil and military autho- 
rities, and many of the most respectable inhabi- 
tants, among whom, were two of the commis- 
sioners of the federation. Already the houses 
of the protestants in the country had been pil- 
laged. The domain of M. Peyron, a farmer at 
Broussan, of M. Jalaguier at Bivos, of M. Seyne 
at Bosc, of M. Breton at Rome, and M. Maigre 
at Campuget had been ravaged, the cattle stolen, 
and the produce carried off. During the 100 
days, M. Maigre had been lavish of good oflSces 
to M. Lavalette, a chevalier of St. Louis, a de- 
cided royalist, and a «* bon catholique.^* M. L. 
had the mortification in return, to see a fanati- 
cal horde plunder and destroy the property of 
his friend, to the sound of ** Vive le RoiT* 

At the meeting of the 28th, the prefect, full of 
ahxiiety, wished^to ascertain what measures could 
be adopted to prevent civil war, and arrest the 
evils which h^d infact commenced. _ Afterthe 
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discussion of different plans, the commissioners 
of the federation demanded the permanent ac- 
tivity of the municipal council, and declared their 
commission, and consequently the federation dis- 
solved. 

The next day, the 29th, this plan was caiTied 
into effect, and the declaration of dissolution 
was repeated to the mayor and the prefect, by 
all the six commissioners. Thus expired the 
federation of Nismes, after an ephemeral and 
illusory existence of fourteen days. No com- 
panies were organised, no arms were distributed, 
no act was committed, nor even a general meet- 
ing held ; but the commissioners had done aJl 
in their power to prevent a shock, and to avoid 
the calamities of civil anarchy. 

With what justice the protestants were accused 
of a rebellious union, it is not difficult to decide, 
when the federation, existing only in theory, was 
composed indifferently of catholics and protes- 
tants, and presided by a catholic and a magistrate. 
To me it is astonishing, that the protestants, as 
a body, should have preserved their temper and 
discretion under so many and so bitter provoc- 
ations, and have displayed a degree of patience, 
which even still greater injuries could not exhaust. 

The army of Beaucaire continued its depre- 
dations, and prepared the attack which the ca- 
tholics were destined to make on the calvinists ; 
an attack, the more terrible, as the chiefs, in gra- 
tifying their ambition and malevolence, assumed 
the purest royalism and religion, and, pretend- 





174 M. VIDAt, OF 1790, 

ing liberality, employed as their instruments, 

men, previously, and systematically heated by 

fanaticism. It ims of no consequence wheth^ 

tfae {MTOtestants were royalists or republicans, it 

mattered not whether they were pious or pro*- 

fane j they were religionists -^ their profession 

tn^as identified with certain principles, enlightened 

and independent, and which always give men ati 

iitiportance and a moral ascendancy in society ^^ 

trith ^^bat reformation, which was the i^gnal jfor 

<»vil as weU as religious freedom -^ and in the 

soutji of Fnmcey with long, obstinate, asid Moody 

eonfticts. Their religion, wtietber they possess^ 

ed all its vitality and excellency or not, was» 

t&erefore, the object of jealousy to ambiticms and 

despotic politicians, and the Most fit theme of ex* 

element to violent and maKgiaanft passions* 

M. VnxAL, so prominent in tl^ history of 17^, 

\ \ ms now invested with an office, hi its very na^ 

I ; I fore despotic and inqtidsitcmal, new in the de^ 

\ \' [ partment) and utterly k^compatil^ with ^e 

j I 43$iarter. He was commkd^^tteral of poliee. 

' In 1789 he appeared as ike most ^esiloui^ im^ 

j gonist of the aristocraiie nobles and piiedfis^ ki 

^ die h&pe of being nomkiated to the i9taite»^ttfte- 

\ Ml; ^appmnted of iMa oi]je6t, be began^ ^ 

KgreC the civ3 eti^al^tite af the p^dtesfanis, by 

-^liieh^ so^e of their body were rendered e^g^^ 

'if^fe he w^ exdhided from the tfieptil^ti^^^ I^ 

1790 be j<)iHed tive p^nrty, H^ho niHsea^^ to 

MMsfiKt^ 1^ ptomOibih, iinder pfeteticie tX 

ttiplSstk i hta agiaiii lAefeiited^ he qmtt^ NisM^ 
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loaded with disgrace^ and went to figure among 
the jacobins. It is said that, in 1793, he was a 
member of a revolutionary committee. In the 
years 1794 and 1795, he made a fortune under 
the patronage of the commissioners of the con- 
vention, as contractor to the army of the north. 
He afterwards returned to Nismes, and lived in 
comparative obscurity, till the restoration of the 
Bourbons in 1814, when, with his friend Proment^ 
he endeavoured to collect the wrecks of the old 
party, and to excite the populace to assault the 
protestants. His Royal Highness found him a 
most zealous servant, and two of his sons joined 
the royal army. When Napoleon returned, he 
retired to bis country-house, and after employ^ 
ing himself actively in all the intrigues that 
agitated the department, he re^appeared as an 
inquisitor. His artifice was proverbial, his ex- 
perience gave him an ascendancy over his coL 
leagues, and his general character was unpropi*^ 
tious ; if condMation or sincerity were intended^ 
a more unfortunate arrangement cotild not have 
been made : the protestants regarded him with 
the greatest alarm. 

M. Jules de Catviere, appoiated prefect^^ had 
been, for some years, mayor of St. Gilles^ No* 
minated to that post by Napoleon^ he had gained \ ^ 
celebrity by his rigorous application of the laws 
rebtive to conscription, aad had pi^v^d bimaoAf 
&e ready tod of Gommanding dis^otifittu 
. M. Comte lBien/6 de Bemm^ like extraordiBiti^ ^ 
intt of the Dviot D^Angoul^cj^ vm 
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nearly related to the bishop of the same name/ 
who received the cardinal's hat in I8I7. If M. 
Rene de Bernis was not elevated by the empe- 
ror, it was not his fault ; for he was several years 
captain of the Urban guard under Napoleon, 
and in 1809^ when a guard of honour was formed 
at Nismes, to receive his majesty on his route 
from Spain, he earnestly solicited the favour of 
being one of its officers. 

These were the persons to whom the peace of 
the department, the reputation of the king, and 
the lives and property of the protestants, were 
primarily and principally committed, and who 
are immediately responsible, for the murders and 
horrors, that were so soon commenced and so 
i long continued. 

It is true they devolved the military command 
\ on M. de Barr6, a protestant, but a protestant 
! selected by them on purpose to mystify their 
i proceedings j a mere instrument in their hands — 
without consideration or confidence among his 
[^^ brethren— and only holding the rank of cap- 
tain in the army. The choice was a Jesuitical 
artifice, but too gross, to deceive even the most 
; , ignorant of those, on whom it was intended to 
operate. 

Had these persons been only anxious for the 
restoration of the Bourbons, they must have been 
satisfied, that success was nearly certain, and have 
known, that if doubtful, their efforts were useless. 
The battle was already fought. It was in Bel- 
gium, and not in Languedoc^ that the fate of 

14 
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France was decided. Had the protestants 
united in hostility, they might have prolonged 
a hopeless struggle, but all Europe was in march, 
and even the mountains of the Cevennes would 
have afforded but a momentary security. The 
protestants, on the contrary, were not disposed 
to contend. The abortion of federalism proved, 
that Napoleon was not sufficiently improved by 
experience and adversity, to merit their confi- 
dence, and excite their enthusiasm. 

It was something more than the power of the 
Bourbons, which the pure catholics desired; 
they wished to make themselves of essential 
importance ; they wished to excite revolt, to 
have the honour of suppressing it. If the sputli 
passed quietly under the sceptre of Louis XVIII* 
they would be of no consequence ; but a reli- 
gious war, and a civil conflict, might identify 
them indissolubly with the catholic princes. 

Nismes was placed in a state of defence 
against the sudden inundation of a horde of 
the lowest and most abandoned of the people. 
Mar^chal Moulmont, a catholic, made requi- 
sitions of national guards from the neighbouring 
communes, as a measure of precaution, not of 
hostility, and published a proclamation* " I-et 
not men blinded by passion,'^ said he> " render 
you the instruments of their vengeance. They 
deceive you, they call on you to arm against 
your brethren, and tell you that the national 
guards, collected to watch against their criminal 
projects, are of a different religion from your- 
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selves. Listen to my voice, I can have bo 
jntereat but yours. I desire your tranquillity^ 
My efforts dhall guarantee the free exercise of 
your rights, whatever may be your religious os 
political opinions. While obedient to the laws» 
I see in you, only friends and Frenchmen. 
Return then to your homes ; resume the labours 
of your fields } your fine harvests suffer from 
your absence j they want your hands, which are 
not accustomed to murder, and which can nevoc 
be lifted without shame, but against invading 
foreigners. Do not moisten the soil of your 
country, with the blood of brethren, duldren^ 
friends.** 

The prefect, M. fioggieri, a catholic, address* 
ed the department in similar accents of concilia 
ation. " Every one," said he, " ought to know, 
that it is not by cries against the existing power 
or new rallying signs, that the fate of Franoe 
is to be decided ; it is necessary to refer that, to 
the wisdom of the two chambers and the go<- 
vemment, and to abstain from every act which 
will provoke re-action, and excite danger<Hi9 
disturbances.** Unhappily ! tliese peacefiil ext 
hortations were met by fulminating proclam^ 
ations, on the part of the faction at Beaucaire : 
their hostile exertions corresponded with their 
manifestoes, and they *^ pushed their parties so 
near the walls of Nismes,** says M. de Bemis, 
*< as to alarm the inhabitants.*' They made ap> 
pUcation also to the English, off Marseilles, fqsr 
assistance, and obtiuned tibe grant of 1000 
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musket^ 1000 ctttonch boxes, and lOiyOOO caar« 
touches. How little did the protestants of Eng- 
land imagine, that their arms and money were 
destined f o ensure the massacre of the prot^rt- 
ants of France ! 

On the dd of July, they proclaimed war. 
^ The kin^ has sent us among you, .to termin- 
ate yoiir misfortunes. Civil war reigns in your 
ccHUxtry : we come to restore peace and order* 
(Compare thii$ declaration with that of M. 
Bemis already quoted: ' Our mission could 
not be pacific^ it was to assemble royalists, create 
soldiers, and change the established order c^ 
things.') Woe to those who repulse the legiti- 
mate sovereign, called hy all France, and who 
atone can reconcile her with Europe. We 
bring you, in his name, words of clemency and 
love. Federates, (akeady entirely dissolved, — 
never in activity, and only associated for the 
preservation of order,) break the ties which 
unite you in a guilty compact, and hold you in 
revolt. Longer obstinacy will deprive you of 
the clemeB<^ of the best of kings, and deliver 
yoii to the severest justice^** &c» 

This address was followed by anotiaer, pro- 
claiming new authorities for the wbide depart, 
ment; rradering every receiver of revenue 
respcmsible to the commissioners ; requiring the 
surrender of araas; ordering all national guardi 
to disdl^and,^ under pain of being arrested, taken 
before a court martiial#. and shot within twtmtym 
fotir hours ^ and^teitouiici]:^, as enemies of tbi 
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king, and traitors liable to instant punishment, 
all who should hesitate to obey these* horrid 
mandates. 

*At this period, the capitulation of Paris was un- 
known, and much less the entry of the king within - 
the frontiers of France. The orders, of these 
terrible commissioners, were therefore most 
unsuitable, premature, and criminal. To de- 
mand the produce of the revenue, was a public 
robbery, and to execute martial law, was to 
oommit deliberate murder. More could not 
have been said, had the king been in his 
palace, the imperial government every where 
rejected, the royal authority universally ac- 
knowledged, and the Gard the only depart- 
ment in rebellion ; whereas, with the exception 
of Marseilles, where the English had appeared, 
not one city, in the south of France, had raised 
the standard of the Bourbons. 

General Gilly, who commanded the ninth 
military division, no sooner ascertained this de- 
termined and atrocious hostility, thanhe left Mont- 
pellier for Nismes. In addition to the national 
guards assembled by M. Moulmont, and the geti- 
darmerie of the department, he collected there 
a considerable body of troops of the line ; and 
had he attacked the army of Beaucaire, it must 
have been completely dispersed, or entirely de- 
stroyed. But he was aware of the religious fury • 
which was excited, of the importance of being 
the last to strike, and especially, of the power of 
the league of foreign sovereigns, which would 
decide the fate and dispose of the throne of 
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France, without fresh victuns bein^ uselessly 
immolated in distant Languedoc. It was not 
till the 5th of July, that he opposed threats as 
well as entreaties, to the licentious and rebeUious 
progress of the catholic royalists* " My fel- 
low-countrymen,** said he, " deeply afflicted to 
learn that civil war has commenced on several 
points, I hasten among you. I am followed by 
courageous and disciplined troops j they are sup^ 
ported by a powerful artiDery. Nevertheless, 
it is not my intention to attack you. God forbid 
that I should be animated by such a sentiment. 
I come with the words of peace to enlighten 
you on your true interests, and to conjure all 
citizens of all parties, all opinions, and all reli- 
gions, to wait in tranquillity, union, and frater- 
nity, the result of the negociations that are to 
fix our destiny. In fact, to what can those tu- 
multuous movements, which[will terminate in the 
murder of each other, lead ? They will not 
change, in the slightest degree, the events which 
we can neither foresee, hinder, nor modify* It 
is your duty, then, to wait with calmness and 
resignation their arrival, in order to conform to 
them, whether they favour or wound your opi- 
nions and feelings. Fellow-countrymen, my 
voice has been heard by the inhabitants of Mont- 
pellier and the department of L*Herauit : indi- 
viduals and districts, the most divided by opi- 
nion, have fraternized ; and I have left that po- 
pillous city iif the most perfect calm. I propose 
to ybu this example j instead of carrying terror 
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and grief into your &milies» let gener^ union 
reign among you. Peace will soon cement it, 
and open to us a happy futurity. Return to 
your homes, citizens, whom agitators, without 
power and without authority, have excited and 
alarmed. I shall watch over you, and for you. 
Twenty->fbur lu»u*s hence, I shall march where^ 
ever armed assemblages exist, and shall treat as 
liostile all who shall <q>pose me.'' 

Alarmed at the position of affiurs, the muni- 
cipal council requested General Gilly to assent 
to an armistice with the army of Beaucaire ; 
and desirous rather to restrain the public mind, 
than to exert his military talent and autfaoiityi 
he acquiesced* Deputies went to the chiefs at 
Beaucaire, and an armistice was signed. 

The in statu quo was to be observed till it was 
known at Nismes, either officially or by the jour* 
nals, that the king had entered Paris and reinmied 
the government ; and formal notice was to be 
giv^n of iA\& renewal of hostilities. * The ori^ 
ginal instrument is now in the archives of the 
aauhicipality. Thus, on the 6th of July» the 
council, containing several protestants^ and 
an^ong others, M. O'Desmond, president of the 
cpnsistory, endeavoured to prevent all confiictr 
and really acknowledged lx>uis XVIII*, bystipu-r 
lating that th^ would acknowledge him offici&Dy^ 

i^d the mu|ucip9lil7i w^ composed of two ciiMholii^ vid Qncr. 
prote8t9nt> M. Barre, brpther of the officer coim|i9ndui|B^ the 
army of Beaucaire. 
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the moment they knew, that he was acknowledged 
by the capital. Assuredly this was enough ; all 
that honest royalists and upright catholics would 
have desired. But what a dull and tame con- 
clusion ! What a disproportion between the fa- 
cility of success, and the ardour of ambition^ 
and the fury of fanaticism ! The royal army 
unnecessary, and its ascendancy, by the murder 
of peaceable citizens, hopeless ! The chiefs of 
the faction were not thus to be disappointed ; 
they had gone too far to recede, and they must 
have security for their future greatness, in the 
destruction of the professors of the reformed 
religion. 

The armistice continued ; but within, and be- 
yond the line occupied by the catholic party, 
the protestants were hourly suffering from vio-^ 
lence and outrage. Four days passed without in- 
telligence from the North, and the courier passes 
Nismes no reach Beaucaire : in fact, the post-^ 
office of Beaucaire is supplied from Nismes. 

Without any fresh information, M. de Bemis 
wrote to the municipal council on the 10th of 
July, to announce the commencement of hosti- 
lities. M. de Bemis asserted, that the king was 
in Paris ; but his only reason for this assertion 
was, that M. Polignac exercised the authority in 
the name of the king in Dauphiny, supported 
by the Austrians. A circumstance, which fur* 
nished no proof of the establishment of the royal 
government, for M. de Bemis had professed the 
some authority in Languedoc, since the be^n- 
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lung of June ; besides, it changed nothing in the 
Gard on the other side of the Rhone, nor in the 
armistice, which precisely required the arrival at 
Nismes of official, or at least public information. 

The approach of danger and the violation of 
good faith, only produced additional evidence 
of the patience and moderation of the principal 
inhabitants of Nismes. Had they appealed to 
General Gilly, put in motion the disposable 
troops, and summoned the thousands of hardy 
mountaineers that the Cevennes would have sup- 
plied, they might have visited the treachery and 
cruelty of the faction with sudden and over- 
whelming destruction. But, on the contrary, the 
municipal council issued a proclamation, calcu- 
lated to calm indignation, and to show M. de 
Bernis, that there was not the slightest occasion 
for threats or force, as there was no intention to 
resist the royal authority, the moment its exist- 
ence was fairly ascertained. 

" Inhabitants of Nismes,** said they, " you 
know the spirit which animates us, and the steps 
we have taken. You know that we have thrown 
ourselves between two armies, and that our pray- 
ers have suspended their strokes. Every thing 
remains as at the moment when the armistice, 
was signed, and you will wait with patience the 
issue of the negotiations, which are to decide 
the lot of all. Let us continue united and tran- 
quil; let us not abandon ourselves to alarms, 
which can only create difficulty ; let us redouble 
our efforts to arrive, Without any «hock or yio» 
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lence, at the period which will terminate all un- 
certainty. You will then see soldiers and citi- 
zens rivals in zeal to maintain order and protect 
property. Fellow-countrymen, of all opinions, 
for whom we feel equal solicitude, in the nia.me 
of the exertions we have made, to avert the 
evils which threaten our country, in the name 
of your dearest interests, in the name of that 
God who enjoins, as our first duties, concord and 
clemency, be not deaf to our voice, do justice to 
our sentiments ; your happiness is the only nil* 
of our conduct.** 

This proclamation^ signed by protestants and 
catholics, was sanctioned by the prefect, and 
approved by General Gilly, the supreme military 
authority. 

At length, in the night of the 14th and 15th,' 
an estqfette arrived at the prefecture from Baron 
de Vitroles, and all uncertainty was terminated. 
The king had entered Paris on the 8th. Con- 
formably with his declaration to the municipal 
body, General Gilly immediately prepared to 
execute the treaty made with the party at Beau- 
caire. He ordered the troops of the line and 
the national guards to take the white cockade^ 
and dispatched similar instructions to the citadel 
of Pont St. Esprit, and to Montpellier, the usual 
residence of the commandant of the 9th militaiy 
division ; and by two o'clock in the morning of 
the 15th he had left Nismes, and was on his way 
to leave a department, where his continuance 
might have been injurious to others^ and danger* 
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ous to himself* Two dragoons escorted him to 
a village two leagues distant, and then returned ; 
and though the enemies of the protestants basely 
pretended, that he went to rally the peasants of 
^e Gardonnenque, he was never seen by them^ 
nor was he ever known to have appeared where 
there were the smallest assemblage of persons ; 
hifi interest imperatively required that he should 
quit Languedoc. 

. UnhappUy, the prefect, a catholic, thinking to 
prepare the public mind, and to avoid the possi- 
bility of concussion, delayed, during some hours, 
to exhibit the white flag at the hotel of the pre- 
fecture. 

Their bitterest assailants have not ventured to 
charge the protestants with this event, nor even 
have the motives of the prefect been impeached. 
** We are ready to admits*' say the oflScers of the 
royal troops in their memorial to the king, ** that 
this was done from prudence ; but it followed, 
Ifiat several individuals anticipated the example 
of the public authorities.^' Indeed, General GUly 
having withdrawn, madness alone could have 
dictated any further opposition. The weU-meant 
caution of the prefect, produced some of the 
mitehief it was designed to prevent ; for the pa- 
ttoles of the Urban guard not knowing that the 
white flag was flying at the prefecture, and per« 
imvmg a standard in their route^ fired at it in 
order to bring it down^ and by acddeat shot a 
jouniqrman*ba]c;er^ who was standing at hi& mas* 
ter^s ddoU Thk accident h|» heen magnified 
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Itnd misrepreiesQited, while two delibwatemurders, 
which occuired the same evening, have been 
pas3ed ov€sr in perfect silence : — the victims were 
protestants. 

Gibelin was marching with the patrole the 
usual rounds to preserve order; he was struck by 
a ball from a musket, fired from tlie window o£ 
a house, and instantly expired. Semelin, another 
protestant, alarmed at the report, looked out of 
his window, — received a mortal wound -*- and 
died on the spot. 

The night passed peaceably, and the se- 
cretary of the prefecture finished his arrange- 
ments with the mayor, for the inauguration of 
the royal government. At six o'clock the next 
morning, the drums beatin the different quarters, 
and the white flag was raised on all the public 
edifices, without the slightest opposition. 

The civil and military authorities, and the 
principal inhabitants, repaired to the mayoralty, 
and proceeded from thence, in a splendid cortege, 
proclaiming Louis XVIII. with all the solemnity 
that can be imagined. After he had read the 
proclamation, M. d' Aunant, the mayor, addressed 
the people. It was by his care, and he was a 
protestant, that the busts of the king and of the 
royal family, which had adorned the H6tel de Ville, 
were secreted and preserved from the smallest 
injury during the 100 days. They were now re- 
produced, and restored to their respective sta- 
tions. 

The oldest inhabitant of Nismes does ncH 
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jemember an event celebrated with more pomp, 
than the re-establishment of the Bourbons. The 
national guards and the gendarmerie were all 
under arms j martial music, and shouts of " Vive 
le Roi /'* rent the air ; and the whole was so well 
regulated, that though the immense crowds of 
the city, were augmented by multitudes, drawn 
from the neighbouring communes by curiosity, 
or more serious motives, there was neither tumult 
nor confusion. The day closed with a general 
illumination. 
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ROYAL AUTHORITY PEACEABLY ESTABLISHED. — PROTESlT* 
ANTS SURRENDER THEIR ARMS TO THE POPULACE. — BANDS, 
FROM BEAUCAIRE JOIN TRESTAILLON AND ATTACK THE 
BARRACKS. — THE " TOCSIN SOUNDED. GARRISON CAPI- 
TULATES. MASSACRE OF UNARMED SOLDIERS. NISMBS 

IN A STATE OF ASSAULT. -— MURDER OF HUGUES, AN1> 
DEATH OF HIS WIFE. — LADET BURNT ALIVE. — - IMBERT, 
•AND FOUR MORE OF THE CHIVAS FAMILY, MURDERED.—-, 
' ARRIVAL OF M. VIDAL AND THE ROYAL COMMISSIONERS 

WITH GREEN AND WHITE COCKADES. SANGUINARY 

HORDES ENTER AND PLUNDER. GENERAL EMIGRATION.—- 

DECREE OF SEQUESTRATION. — DECEITFUL PROCLAMA-^. 

TIONS. — PLUNDER CONTINUED. WIDOW PERRIn's FAMILY 

AND M. NEGRE's DAUGHTER EXHUMED.-— MORE MASSACRES. 

M. JOUQUES APPOINTED PREFECT. OBLIGED TO RETIRE. 

MURDERS RE-COMMENCE. MISCHIEVOUS PROCLAMATIONS. 

— COURT MARTIAL CONDEMNS DEFER AL. — UNRESTRAINED 
PILLAGE. — THE PASTORS AND CONSISTORY SCATTERED. — 

CALUMNIES PROPAGATED BY THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL. 

FURIOUS ADDRESSES. PETITION OF THE PROTESTANTS. 

DETAILS OF THE OBSCENE AND CRUEL TREATMENT OP 
PROTESTANT FEMALES. — SEVERAL PERISH. — STATE OF 
THE ARMED FORCE. — RETURN OF M. JOUQUES; IN FAVOUR 
WITH THE PEOPLE. — MURDERS OF THE DAMES BIGOT, 
BOSC, AND MANY OTHER PROTESTANTS. — PARTIES OF 
TWO AND THREE HUNDRED PILLAGE AT DISCRETION.— 
EMIGRATION AND TERROR PREVENT THE PROTESTANTS 
FROM ATTENDING THE ELECTION OF DEPUTIES. — FOUR 
CATHOLICS CHOSEN* — ORDER FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF 
THE FiTE OF ST. LOUIS. — ARRIVAL OF THE AUSTRIANS. — 
ASSASSINATION QP M. PERRIER. — THREE PROTESTANTS 
OP NERS SHOT AT NISMES. — PROCLAMATION BY THE PRB- 
' jrxCT.^-*- INVASION OF THE SPANIARDS, AND MARCH CNF 
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THB CATHOLICS TO MOKTPELLIEIL — PROTESTANT COM- 
MUNES DISARMED BY THE AUSTRIANS. -— TESTIMONY OF 
THE AUSTRIANS IN THEIR FAVOUR. — MEMORIALS TO 
LOUIS XVIII. — THE BULL-FIGHT. — PROCLAMATIONS BT 
THB KING, &C. — MASSACRE AND PLUNDER RENEWED. 

All that sincere royaHsm couM desire, was 
siccoinplished, accomplished without commo- 
tion^ without the interference of the crusaders 
of Beaucaire, without that civil war, which they 
had so long and so stucHously prepared. Btit 
this was precisely the result which they dreaded- 
They wanted resistance, violence, proscr^tion, 
and death. The next day, the municipality 
were occupied in organising the nskHomel gutf d, 
^jtd were about to communicate their arrange- 
ments to the commissioners at Beaucaire,^ when 
the rabble of Nismes, and those who had arrived 
in tihie city, heard the report, and immediately 
decfianded the arms of the national guard. The 
most timid, hastened to carry theirs to the mu- 
nicipality, and rivalled each other in anxiety to 
rid themselves of every thing tiiat could give 
lunbfage to their designing adveraEuies. Hkid 
tb^fitture evSs, and the absolute necessity ofbeirig 
^tdpared for self defence, tibey thus abandoned 
the only means which couldafibrd security to them- 
aelfi^es. aad their persecuted brethr^i. Bands of 
dirty, ragged, and ferockms wretches we&t &&m 
BtAise to house, and required, iu the name of the 
commandant, H. Moulmont, andas though legally 
aiithadsedf arms and uniformsy whichc. in a great 
nMu^ iBitattces, weie the pdvate pnoperty of the 
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individuals. Force was employed if necessary ; 
but in general no resistance was offered ; and 
the women and children, terrified by these sa^ 
vages, gave them the clothes and arms of their 
fathers and husbands, to prevent immediate 
mischief. In a few hours the guard was entirely 
disarmed, and many had fled, while the weapons 
designed to protectthe city, passed from peAon. 
of wealth and influence into the hands of a 
fanatical and furious mob. It must be observed^ 
that there existed no order for the surrender of 
these arms ; that the bands from Beaucaire had 
not yet arrived ; and that it was therefore a vo^ 
luntary relinquishment of thebr rights and thdr 
property to an unarmed populace, that attei^Mk 
the indisposition of the nation^ guards to rebc£* 
lion or conflict. 

General Gilly had left the department seven^ 
days — «• the troops of* the line, who remained, had 
taken the white cockade, and waited furldier 
orders -^r- and the royal commissioners had onJ^ 
to proclaim the cessation of all hostilities and th^ 
complete establishment of the authorily of the 
king. Aim I no commissioners appea^e^ xki 
dispatches arrived to calm and regulate thu 
public mind; but towards evening, the adr 
vanced guard of the banditti, to the amount of 
several hundreds, entered Nismes undesired bdt 
unopposed. Marching without order or discijdiue 
— icpvered with dbthes or rags of all colouni.^*^ 
decoffatedwith cockades^ fiattoh^f butwUteaiid 
greerimmBxmdA wi& muskeb^ sabrei^ finrks^.fUu 
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t(ds, and reaping hooks — intoxicated with wine, 
and stained with the blood of protestants whom 
they had murdered on their route, they presented 
a most hideous and appalling spectacle. 

They proceeded to the open place in front of 
the barracks, and were joined by all the armed 
mob of the city, headed by Jacques Duponty 
commonly called Trestaillon, 

It was not without advice that they assembled 
on this spot. The barracks contained artillery, 
and their first act was to demand its surrender.' 
General Moulmont knew too well his duty to 
the king and to humanity, to place. such dread- 
ful engines in the power of a Ucentious and ap. 
parently unauthorised rabble ; but he imme- 
diately applied to the mayoralty, and requested 
that some respectable citizens might be ap- 
I pointed, to receive the artillery en dep6tj till the 
arrival of the royal commissioners. The fanatics^ 
on the contrary, insisted on its being removed 
to the amphitheatre, and placed under the safe- 
guard of " the people." 

<* The people, (for it is thus that M. de Bemis 
and the ultra royalists, in the language of Robes- 
piere and Marat, describe their own mob,) and 
the chiefs whom they had chosen," determined 
to attack the barracks and force the gates. Four 
thousand men surrounded the building, and kept 
up an incessant fire through the grating of the 
windows and every aperture they could find, on 
about 200 soldiers which the barracks contained. 
The military enduf ed for a long time, and with. 
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extraordinary and exemplary patience ; and at 
lengthy in the hope of intimidating a «blood thirsty 
populace, returned (as I was assured by several 
most respectable inhabitants) only a few shots 
through the bars of the windows. They had 
five pieces of cannon, and in as many minutes, 
could have mowed down hundreds of their 
enemies j but these enemies were fellow-citi- 
zens, and they were reluctant to open on them 
a destructive batteiy. The few musket-shots 
they fired had considerable effect ; some of 
the assailants felt the wounds they wished 
to inflict, and " the people" fled from the open 
space, to take refuge under the cover of the 
houses, which formed the surrounding streets. 
Twice, the mayor, with the insignia of his ofSce, 
threw himself into the thickest of the danger ^ 
but though he hazarded his life, and the fire was 
suspended, he could neither disperse nor calm 
the crowds. On the contrary, from nine till 
twelve, the tocsin sounded from all the churches^ 
and immense numbers of the neighbouring vil- 
lagers^ zealous catholics, deluded by the false 
alarm, continued to arrive during the night 
and the next day, imagining that the catholics 
were being murdered by an insurrection of the 
protestants. 

In the meantime a negotiation was carried on | 
between the mayor. General Moulmont, and a | 
Monsieur Layne, who had arrived from Beau- 
caire, in consequence of a dispatch from the 
municipality, representing the disturbed state of 

o 
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the city. The proposal of M. Moulmont was 
simple and just. He ofiered to surrender the 
artillery immediately to M. Layne, provided the 
garrison were allowed to march out with the 
honors of war, and to wait, at any appointed 
place, the orders of the royal commissioners. 
This appeared the more equitable, as the soldiers 
had acknowledged Louis XVIII. the moment 
they had received orders ; had not even hesitated 
to take the white cockade ; and had not given 
the smallest pretext for hostile treatment. Un- 
ibrtunately, M. Layne, either because he had 
secret ordei's, or because he wished to gratify 
" the people," rejected these honourable terms. 
He would not even consent, that the garrison 
should march out with arms and baggage, to a 
valley about a league distant, and there be dis- 
armed and disbanded. The general, at length, ac- 
cepted the only terms which would be granted, 
*< that the garrison should leave the barracks at 
break of day, surrender their arms in the court- 
yard, and take the road to Uzes.** The soldiers 
felt so deeply the disgrace and unreasonableness 
of such a capitulation, to a populace which had 
been terrified and scattered by a few chance 
shots, that, at first, they refused to submit ; 
but the commandant representing to them, tliat 
however humiliating it might appear to them, 
as soldiers, to lay down their arms ; as citizens, 
they acted gloriously, in preventing the efilision 
of blood, between children of the same country, 
they finally acquiesced; and instead of retir- 
ing under cover of their arms and artillery, they 
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trusted their lives to those Frenchmen, to spare 
whose bloody they had sacrificed their honour, 
and had accepted terms, which a foreign enemy 
would not have dared to dictate. While this ne- 
gotiation was in progress, the frenzied multitude 
spread themselves through the streets, and plun^ 
dered and massacred, in spite of the tears and 
cries of women and children, and as though the 
city had been taken by assault. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the 18th of 
July, the garrison was in motion. M. Layne 
having placed the dismounted gendarmes before 
the barracks, to form the escort promised by the 
capitulation, entered the yard. 

On his part, M. Moulmont fulfilled every ar- 
ticle, with the greatest precision ; the arms were 
piled, and the gates opened for the soldiers to 
pursue their route for Uz^s. They marched out 
in double files, sad and defenceless ; — but when 
about fifty had passed, the religious heroes of 
Beaucaire and their companions of Nismes, com- 
menced a tremendous fire on their confiding and 
unprotected victims ; nearly all were killed or 
wounded, and but very few could re-enter the yard 
before the garrison closed again the gates. Vain 
and momentary refuge : in an instant the gates 
were forced, and " the people and the chiefs whom 
they had chosen,** massacred all who were un- 
able to climb over roofs, or leap into the adjoin- 
ing gardens. Many endeavouring to escape death 
in one form, met it in another, and encountered 
it with increased horrors; and after having brokeo 
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their limbs, and lacerated their bodies in jump' 
ing l&om the windows, were barbarously man- 
gled, till their butchers perceived that they 
were beyond their power, and could su&r no 
more. Parties were placed at the windmilU 
to watch the back of the barracks ; others were 
in ambush in a covered road on the way to Uzis, 
and adjoining the premises of Madame Franc 
Didier, who, with a courage, which startled even 
these monsters, saved several of the miserable fu- 
gitives ; but thus surrounded, hunted and pur- 
sued, few escaped instant death, mortal wounds, 
or lasting injury. 

The arm of the Colonel was broken by a bait 
An officer of artillery, who had avoided the mur- 
derers, and just turned the comer of the H6tel 
L'Orange, was rect^ised; in a moment he was 
attacked, stripped, pierced by a hundred blows, 
and killed with cannibal ferocity. The guard 
of gendarmes which had been placed in front of 
the gates, did not make the least attempt to pro- 
tect the soldiers or disperse the " people j" and 
yet, when theconquerors had nomore regular un- 
armed troops to destroy, they attacked and dis- 
armed this pretended escort, and wounded and 
ill treated many of the men. They then took 
possession of the barracks of the gendarmerie, 
seized all the horses, amounting to fi%-seven, 
all the clothes and ba^^ge they could find, 
ransacked the military cfaes^ and burnt the pa- 
pers. The captain, who had taken refuge in the 
tower of a church, was betrayed by the man in 
whom he confided, and dragged to prison. 



ii 



NISMES Ilf A STATE OF ASSAULT. 197 

Thiig atrocious massacre rivals iti cruelty, and 
surpasses in treachery, the crimes of the Septem- 
ber assassins of Paris, and the jacobinics^l 
butcheries of Lyons and Avignon : it is marked 
not only by the fervour of the Revolution, but j I 
by the subtility of the League ; and it will re- 
main a blot, fresh and ineffaceable, on the 
history of the second restoration. 

But it answered the end : it struck terror in- 
to the souls of the protestants j it deprived them 
of all remaining energy; leflt them without the 
fdntest hope of military protection ; placed all 
arms, of every description, in the hands of their 
murderers, and their persons in their power. 
It was prepared on the models and perpetrated 
in the spirit of the St. Bartholomew ; and, as in 
that splendid feat, even catholics were destroyed, 
rather than the heretics should be protected 
or preserved. It was, no doubt, beeaiuse it 
was so efficient and complete, that M. de Ber- 
nis (appointed extraordinary royal commissioner 
by the Duke d'AngouMme in Spadn, on the 
Sd of June, and afterwardi^ one of the deputies 
of the department) dismissed the event with 
more than Spartan brevity. " The barracks 
capitulated, and some soldiers perished; amis- 
fortune which could neither be prevented nor 
foreseen." He should have added, •* nor punish- 
ed." These are the sentiments of the pure v^ 
royalists, the pious catholics, who affect to de- W 

claim against the profanity and immorality of -^ 
the age. 
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Nismes now exhibited a most awful scene of 
o utrage and carnage , Diuring the night, the 
prbtestants had been in flight to the Cevennes 
and the Gardonnenque, and the catholics had 
been reinforced, by men, who had already im- 
brued their hands in the blood of Calvinists, and 
attested their sanctity and loyalty by plunder 
and conflagration. 

Hugues Vallamoux, of Nismes, had been as- 
sassinated at the bridge of Beaucaire, where he 
was at work. His wife, who was near her con- 
finement, on receiving the intelligence, became 
delirious : she refused all nourishment, be- 
cause " her husband did not eat." Her con- 
finement was accelerated, and she died: the 
infant, whose life was saved, is a spectacle of 
disease and debility. The four orphans of this 
unfortunate couple are left entirely destitute 

The country houses of Messrs. Rey, Guirat, 
Caseing, Rafin du Crouset, and Aubanel, had 
been pillaged or devastated, and the inhabitants 
treated with wanton barbarity. Two parties 
had glutted their savage appetites on the farm of 
Madame Frat. The first, after eating, drink- 
ing, breaking the furniture, and stealing what 
they thought proper, took leave, by announcing 
the arrival of their comrades, " compared with 
whom,*' they said, " they should be thought 
merciful." Their predictions were fulfilled. 
Three men and an old woman were left on the 
premises : at the sight of the second company 
two of the men fled. The banditti^entered the 
kitchen, seized the old woman, and demanded. 
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" Ar6 you catholic ?" — " Yes.'* — " Repeat 
then your Pater and Ave/* — Terrified by the 
recollection of the past, and the apprehension 
of the future, she hesitated, and instantly was 
knocked down with a musket. On recovering 
her senses, she took an opportunity to leave 
the house, and in going out she met Ladet, the 
old *oalet de fermey who was bringing in a salad, 
which the depredators had ordered him to cut | 

as they entered. She entreated him to fly ; but 
the old servant, confident in his age and inno- 
cence, refiised to abandon the property of his 
employers, and, for the last time, approached 
the house of his master.^^ — ** Are you a protest- 
ant ?** they exclaimed. " I am,'* he replied ; and 
immediately a musket was presented at him, and 
he fell, wounded, but not dead. To consum- 
mate their work, the monsters lighted a fire with 
straw and boards, threw their yet living victim 
into the flames, and suflered him to expire in the 
most dreadful agonies. They then eat their 
salad, omelette, &c. plundered and ravaged the 
premises, and proceeded to produce their proofs 
of affiliation, and to join their loyal and pious 
brethren at Nismes. The next day some 
gleaners, seeing the house open and abandoned, 
entered, and discovered the half-consumed 
body of Ladet. They immediately informed his 
widow } but terror prevented the family from at- 
tempting to remove the mutilated remains, and, 
afer several days, when the same gleaners went 
to inter them, they found the legs partly de- 
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voured by the dogs. The prefect of the G^rd, 

I M. D^baud Jouques, in attempting to extenu- 

I ate the crimes of the cathohcs and the guilt c^ 

the authorities, has had the audacity to assert 

ai^i re-assert that Ladet v^as a catholic. This 

) declaration may serve to illustrate the value 

l of the prefect^s testimony, and the extent ot' 

his knowledge and veracity. Two of the pas-- 

torsi of Nismes have exposed the ^sehood of 

the statement, and publicly contradicted this 

apoJogist of the most atrocious actions : — 

'< I declare that Ladet was a protestant, and 
that all his family are protestants. His mother, 
his sister, and his children can attest my de- 
I claration. 

^ " JUIX»LERAT»'' 

<* The undersigned certifies, that he has made 

the fullest enquiries, and attests^ that Daniel 

Ladet, born the 6th January, 175$^ and assas* 

sinated Monday, July 17th, 1815» has always 

i professed the protestant religion, in which he 

; was born, according to the certificate of Paul 

Rabaut, pastor. 
i " Vincent.*' 

Ladet was in his sixty-third yeai^t and has left 
a widow and four children dependent on the 
benevolence of the professors of their religion* 

Another party cQmmitted a dreadful murder 
at St. Cezaire, adjoining Nismes. Imbert dit 
La Plume, the husband of Suzon Chivas, afraid 
for his life, had retired to this village, where 
he hoped he might safely take refuge with a re- 
lation. His security was, however, of short 
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duration. On the 17th or 18th of July he was 
met, on returning from work m the fields, hy 
one of the bands who were spreading death and 
devastation. He was immediately seized, and 
treated with the greatest brutality. He im- 
plored mercy, and threw himself before the 
captain, entreating him to spare his life. The 
chief promised him protection, and assured 
him that he should be safely conducted to the 
prison of Nismes. Imbert readily consented to 
follow ; but it was in vain ; their ill*usage con«* 
tinned, and he saw that they were determined 
to kill him. He was a powerful and courageous 
man, and resuming his natural character, he ad- 
vanced, and exclaimed, " You are brigands^ 
fire.'* Four of them fired, and he fell ; but he 
was not yet dead, and while livings they mu- 
tilated his body, and then, passing a cord 
round it, they drew it along, attached to a can- 
non, of which they had possession ; and iJius, 
his head striking against the brass, the poor 
wretch endured, before he expired, the most 
fnghtful tortures. McHinet, Prad, Sauve, Combe> 
and Milanes of Bemis, were the assassins. 

It was not till after eight days that his rela- 
tives were apprized of his death. His widow 
then went to St. Cezaire, to gain information, 
and reclaim the body, but she learned, that a 
worthy proprietor of the village had kindly 
given it sepulture. 

The miseries of the £imily of Chivas, of which 
Imbert was a member, have revolted all France. 
Five individuals of this family^ all husbands and ^ 
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fiithers, were massacred in the course of a few 
I days J and they furnished a specimen of the 

f crimes and horrors with which Nismes was so 

' long visited. I saw the five widows of these 

murdered protestants in their habiliments of 
mourning. I heard their sobs, and witnessed 
their tears and anguish, as they related to me, 
with all the minuteness and emotion of recent 
bereavement, the dreadful details of their suf- 
ferings. The orphan children mingled their 
tears with those of their widowed mothers. On 
one occasion the whole were collected round 
me ; and never shall I forget what I endured 
on thus finding myself in the centre of a large 
groupe of unhappy beings, who had been actors 
and sufierers in the most tragic scenes. 

Claudine, the wife of Andre Chivas, wit- 
nessed the murder of her husband and of her 
brother-in-law. At five o'clock in the morning, 
Andre went to his work, and, alarmed at the 
dreadful confusion which pervaded the town, 
and by the threats he had received, he told his 
wife that it would depend on her reports, during 
the day, whether he should return home to sleep. 
As Claudine went into the fields where her 
husband worked, to take him some soup, she saw 
a party of armed men at a distance, conducting 
towards Nismes, a man dressed in blue. They 
stopped several fugitives who were quitting the 
city, and with difficulty suffered them to pass. 
" Save you !** cried one of the men to their pri- 
soner, whom Claudine did not yet recognize, 
<* as for you, you shall be a pillar here, as well 
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as of the temple ;** and, advancing a few steps, 
they fired. The shots entered the throat of their \ 
victim ; he fell, and expired. Shocked at this 
deliberate murder, the poor woman shrieked, 
and reproached tlie perpetrators with their 
wickedness and inhumanity. They answered 
her with the coldest contempt, and the most 
barbarous irony. She sprang forward; — and who 
can conceive her horror when she beheld at her 
feet the corpse of her husband. Recovering from 
her consternation, she entreated the assistance of 
some persons, who passed, to remove the bleeding 
body ; but, stupified by terror, they refused to 
render her this sad service, and the unhappy 
wife was obliged to drag along, in her own 
arms, the corpse of Chivas. Alone, and covered 
with blood, she made the most distressing 
efforts ; — they soon exhausted all her strength, 
and, sinking with fatigue, she resolved to aban^ 
don, for a short time, her precious load. The 
Jermier of a neighbouring farm, touched with 
her forlorn situation, promised, when his master 
came, to cover the body with earth. "No,** 
exclaimed the weeping widow, " let me at least 
have the consolation of placing it in a coffin ;** 
and immediately she set out on purpose to pro- 
cure one in the city. Alas ! she was destined, 
on this terrible day, to suffer successive trials. 
On entering the city, she had the misery of beuig 
present at the murder of her brother-in-lawj 
Antoine Clot, and was arrested in her course by 
the spreading calamities of her unhappy family. 
The wretched Claudine at length lefl her com- 
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pftmons in misfortune, and found courage to pur- 
sue her route. The coffin \vas bought, and, after 
some difficulty^ she procured a laissez passer, 
to seek and inter the corpse of her husband ; 
but» when she reached the barrier, the wretches 
who formed the corps-du-garde demanded 500 
fiamcs for permission to carry out the coffin;. 
sifkd^ after much contention, they obliged the 
poor woman to pay them twenty. But h^ cup 
of affliction was not yet ftdl : scarcely had she 
interred Andre in a field, when the barbarians 
dug up his body, and stript it of the two cloths 
in which it was enveloped ; nor was it till aft:er 
some days, that the widow succeeded, in the 
midst of threats and danger, to re-cover with 
earth his dishonoured remains. The principal 
agents in this assassination were Sauve dit 6a- 
line,^ and Sauve, junior. They surprised and 
seized Chivas while working in the vineyard. 

Antoine Clot had married a Chivas. About 
seven in the morning, Trestaillon, the chief of 
these parties, met Clot as he was returning from 
the threshing floor, and immediately seized him. 
In vain did one of the friends of the assassins 
entreat them not to kill him. << Away with him; 
one brigand the less,'* was their reply. Clot 
threw himself at the feet of the monsters. <^ In 
the name c^ my three children," said he, " spare 
me, I have never injured you." ••— ** Say your 
prayers," exclaimed the chief, and levelling his 
carbine over the shoulder of Parrain, a silk- 
weaver, and a catholic, who had thrown himself 



* A place appointed bylaw, on the outside the barriers dT 
towns, to recmve the carcases of dead animabi and Ike 
ordure of the streets. 



AND BARBARITY TO HIS WIFE. 906 

before Clot as an intercessor, be £red, and his 
victim fell. Looking at his murderer, he said, 
" God forgive you, as I hope he will me : 
you have killed the father ^f a family ; I sh^l 
often appear before you." — "There is one," in- 
terrupte^d the fiend, ♦'and now let us load for an- 
other." He reloaded his piece and walked on. 
Clot stiU breathed :—- his distracted daughter^ 
thirteen years of age, almost choked by sobs, 
offered him a little brandy. " Ma miCf'^ said her 
father to her — and he was no more. At this mo^ 
ment the wife reached her husband, and the son 
knelt beside his dead parent. Miserable family ! 
The son took the body in his arms and carried 
it to their now dreary home. In the midst of 
groans and tears, these three distressed moumerft 
dug a grave, and committed it to"the earth. J^t 
every feeling, and all decency must be outraged : 
at the moment that they performed this melao^ 
choly duty, some of the catholics entered their 
dwelling, and stripping the body of its winding 
sheet, they vowed they would drag it to the wine% 
and poured voUies of threats and curses on the 
distracted widow. She reproached them with 
their cruelty, and desired them to let her share 
her husband's fate. It is difficult to account for I 
their refusal, or to imagine by what motives their 
rage was restrained ; but contenting themselves 
with stealing the ftmeral cloth, and all the <nl 
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the house contained, they departed, and permit- 
ted the wretched family to finish the interment 
of their beloved relative. This murder was 
committed near the Maison Guizot, Enclos Rey, 
Section 4. 

On the 21st of July, under pretence of search- 
ing for arms, a party of these brigands entered 
the house of David Chivas. His wife in vain 
assured them that he never had any arms in the 
bouse: they made the most vexatious search. 
David Chivas, who was ill from chagrin and 
apprehension, and concealed in one of his apart- 
ments, heard them approaching, and endeavour- 
ed to escape: — he was arrested. "What have 
I done, my friends?'* he exclaimed, "what have 
I done ? At least if you will kill me, for mercy's 
sake, kill me in my house, and do not drag me 
into the street." His wife supplicated for her 
husband: — they told them to be quiet, that there 
was no danger, and that they should only take 
David to prison. He was in his shirt, and she 
wished him to put on his waistcoat : — they would 
not permit him ; — " he has no need of a veste** 
said one of the troop. His death was, in fact, 
certain, for it was designed. Marie followed 
her husband at a little distance, and the victim 
walked before his executioners. In his garden 
he again entreated them to kill him on the spot, 
and not deliver him to a furious populace ; — 
they would not listen to him, but he had scarcely 
taken thirty steps in the street, when they fired 
on him, and he instantly expired. The murderers 
abandoned the theatre of this crime, to proceed 
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to fresh deeds of blood. One of the party only 
remained, and he refused Marie, the melancholy 
consolation, of removing the body of her hus- 
band. He held her against the wall ; and if she 
advanced a step towards the outstretched corpse 
he levelled his piece : — she only escaped deaths 
by suddenly darting into the nearest house, and 
shutting the door. The bleeding carcase was 
dragged along, and a groupe of armed men 
fired over it a feu-de-joie^ and danced around 
it with ferocious pleasure. The frenzy of the 
widow, on learning this, was at its height. In 
vain she demanded the body : it was carried to 
a considerable distance, and she was threatened. 
She fled, and abandoned her home : the catholics 
broke it open with their muskets^ and for eight 
days it was plundered and devastated, with in- 
conceivable fury. David Chivas was killed near 
the road to Uzds by Truphemy, Rafin, Tissot, 
Bresson, and others. 

On the morning of the 1st of August, the 
massacres recommenced. Matthieu Clot, the 
cousin of Jacques Imbert, was sitting quietly in 
his house, when a band entered and demanded 
Imbert. Clot refused to inform them where he 
was to be found, and for some time braved their 
threats j but to save his life, it was necessaiy 
to tell them that Imbert was concealed in his 
own house. Isabeau Chivas, the wife of Jacques 
Imbert, was assured by the murder of her bro- 
thers, of the fate of her husband. She shut up 
the house ; they demanded the key ; she refused : 

15* 
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but as she saw they were about to force the door^ 

I and in the hope of softening their rage, she gave 

up the key, and permitted them to over-run the 

apartments. Imbert had concealed himself in a 

lofty and they sought him in vain in every cham* 

ber. Disappointed of their prey, their ftiry became 

terrible ; they vociferated, — broke the fUrniture, 

^-*cut the paillases and mattrasses with l^eir 

^ sabres, — and hunted in every direction. At 

I length they discovered the place of concealment, 

\ but it was inaccessible without a ladder, and they 

I forced the sister of the unfortunate object of 

\ their search to carry one to the spot* They fixed 

it, and were beginning to ascend ; «~ all was lost 

f The wife threw herself at their knees, and prayed 

^ them to leave the house ; but her tears and prayeft 

were useless, or rather they convinced them of 

I the success of their enterprise. Imbert, finding 

there was no hope, presented himself: ^* I will 

I come down," said he ; " I am a dead man.*' -**• 

I " No," said one of the villains, " we shall only 

conduct you to prison ; we shall not hurt you^" 

At these words Isabeau threw herself on the 

necks of the monsters, and entreated them to 

spare his life ; they promised her they would, 

and ordered him to march. When they arrived 

I at the corps^u-garde^ they stopped to drinks 

I and ofi'ered some of their liquor to the unhappy 

man *^ but his heart was too full to permit him to 

swallow, and he declined. They pursued their 

route till they came to a place called Cascarre^ 

i Isabeau,^ in the mean time, had attempted to 
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follow them, but some of the party stopped her ; 
and when she intreated permission to be near | 

her husband, they replied by striking her with « 

the butt end of their muskets. On a sudden , 

she heard the discharge of fire-arms. " Mon- 
sters P* she cried, " they have murdered him,*' 
and springing forward, deaf to calls and 
threats, she reached the Cascarre. The first 
object that met her eye was the corpse of Im- 
bert; desperate, she threw herself upon it, and 
embraced it. But who can imagine her horror, 
when one of the arms, separated from the body, I 

remained in her hands ! Her first thought was I 

to secure the mutilated form ; she lifled it up, | 

and attempted to carry it, but sunk under its 
weight. She then requested a child to fetch her I 

sister ; — her sister had fled to escape assassin- | 

ation. She renewed her efforts to bear away the 
corpse : the barbarians had the cruelty to insult 
her affection, and mock her grief: "when you I 

have dragged it as far as you can," said one of j: 

them, " we shall fetch it back again.** At the ;J 

same time, her daughter, only five years of age, • 

wounded her heart by her cries and tears. At ; 

length her sister arrived, and together they \ 

succeeded in carrying off the body of Imbert. l 

The murderers seated themselves on a bench,. | 

laid aside their arms, and conversed as com- j 

posedly as though nothing had happened. The \ 

mother and the aunt of the deceased passed by j 

— they wished them good morning — and the { 

mother, ignorant of her son's death, and anxious ' 
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(o »hdw tfaem civility, eagerly returned iimt 
BftlutatioQ. The party consisted of GiUy iUt 
M^nade, Aim^, jun., JBcmvier, Roger, juB«, 
Bresson, &c« 

It was when rettiniing to my hotel, after listen- 
ing to the recital of these deeds, that I first behi^ 
tlie io^HOfioud Trestaillon ; he was walking with 
several pf his companions in front of the barracks, 
09 the spot where the troops were massacred : 
and I shuddered as I gazed, on this wo^cse than 
t%er, and while I reflected that there existed 
ip France pessons sufficiently wicked and power- 
fii)^, to protect such a monster from the pursuit 
pf justice, and the vengeance of outraged hu« 
monity. 

. Immediately after the commencement of the 
general massacres, by the massacre of the bar- 
rack9» the municipality sent again to the royal 
commissioners at Beaucaire, to apprize them of 
the dreadful events that had taken place, and of 
the prospect of events still more dreadful. At 
length, after a further delay of many hours, ar^ 
rived M. Vidal, (celebrated in 1790,) as com-, 
missary of police, seated in an elegant carriage, 
escorted by detachments of troops, and deco- 
ri^ed, as well as his escort, with the colours c^ 
Trestaillon and his banditti. Green and white 
were the colours of the faction. Had the pro* 
testants, or any other persons, displayed colours 
different from those of his majesty, they would 
have been pursued^and shot as rebels; but the 
men loyal par e^ceUewe^ the special commist 
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Moners of the Duke d'AngouI^e, dared to 
appear in rebellicm to the royal government, and 
to cairy the signal of anarchy and crime. The 
arrival of M. Vidai was a triumph for dis*- 
loyalty and licentiousness ; and the wretches who 
reveUed in blood, fdt confident of impunity and 
support, because they marched under his banners, 
M. Bemis, extraordinary royal commissioner» 
and M, Calvi^res, prefect, made their entry, 
wittb similar escorts, and similar emblems ; and 
though the white flag waved on the hotel of the 
prefecture, they established themselves, at the 
Lt of government, with green and white 
cockades. These chiefs were supported by their 
forces, called the army of Beaucaire. The first 
corps which ent^ed, had indeed, officers, and 
were all armed with fusils ; but the second* 
composed of men of all classes, presented a 
frightful medley of guns, forks, swords, pistoJbir 
and bludgeons ; and the third, burnt with the 
sun, covered with dust, with pistols in their 
girdles, and clubs m their hands, their waistcoats 
over their shoulders, and their shirt sleeves 
tucked up, appeared most fearful auxiliaries. 
The last faint hope was exchanged for despair^ 
when these hordes, united with Trestaillon and 
his sat^tes, spread themselves through the 
streets, pillaging in every direction, and uttering 
frantic cries of fury and fanaticism. Thousands 
of protestants had fled, and others were hourly 
quitting the scene of carnage. Refused pass* 
ports, and even passage, by the carps du garif, 
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who occupied all the barriers, they thought them-^ 
selves happy if they could escape by night ov». 
walls, and hedges, and fields, to the mountains 
of the Cevennes, or the villages of the Gardon, 

In the city, plunder and slaughter were the 
wder of the day. The house of M. Vincent 
Mourgues was assailed, bales of silk were stolen, 
and the premises ransacked. M. Mourgues is 
not only one of the most respectable merchants 
and bankers, but one of the most honourable 
and benevolent citizens. 

His son had joined the army of the Duke 
d* Angouleme ; and when the king ordered a con- 
tribution of a million, to meet the expenses of 
I the assistance he had received from the allies to 

regain the throne, M. Mourgues addressed the 
following letter to the prefect of the Gard. 

<f Having learnt by the journals, that his ma- 
jesty has ordered a military contribution of a 
million of francs to be levied on his people, and 
feeling that the government may be in immcr 
diate want of money to cover the loans it has 
• made ; 1 have thought it my duty to come for- 
ward and meet the sacrifices required of every 
good Frenchman. Forgetting, therefore, the 
loss of fortune I have sustained from the long 
interruption of my commerce, and unwilling to 
avail myself of the delay granted to the contri- 
butors, I have thought it suitable to tax myself 
at 10,000 francs. This sum 1 believe to be much 
more than my share ; but I hold it at your dis- 
posal, and will pay it on your first order. May 
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you see in this act, a proof of my devotedness^ 
and my fellow subjects, an example of patriot* 
ism, &c. &c/' 

The friends of the altar and the throne made 
the writer of this letter one of the first objects of 
attack. It has been pretended that the house 
of M. Mourgues was mistaken for that of aper^ 
son of the same name ; but, besides the differ-^ 
ence of their rank and the knowledge of M. Vim* 
cent Mourgues by every child in Nismes, it is 
to be observed, that the house of the Sieur Mour- 
gues was also totally demolished. 

The premises of M. Roux Amphoux were be- 
sieged and entirely pillaged ; all the property 
that could not be carried off was broken and 
thrown into the street ; and this, notwithstanding 
the known fact, that theproprietor had subscribed 
towards the equipment of the troops of the Duke 
d* Angouleme. 

The dwelling and the warehouse of Messrs^ 
Maigre, one of the largest silk manufacturers, were 
forced; the mob began by drinking the choicest 
wines and breaking open the closets, and were 
proceeding to empty the warehouse full of manu- 
factured silks. An officer who was at Nismes^ 
and had obtained authority to exert himself in re- 
pressing the disorders, arrived. He was told the 
house was full, and that he would be murdered : 
he entered, and in the name of the king ordered 
the plunderers to leave the house immediately* 
A musket was fired at him from the staircase^ 
fortunately it was not directed by a bold or skik 
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fyl hand, and though the assassin escape^ ihe 
banditti were expdled. It is worthy erf fcmaskt 
that M. Maigre's office, as one of the treasurers of 
the subscription for the equipment of the soldiers 
of the Duke d'Angoul^e, procured him no 
respect. The premises of the same fannfy at 
Campuget, &c. were the prey of similar parties 
<if catholics. Distinguished for their virtue^ 
they have been also eminently distinguished by 
flie persecutions and calamities they have en- 
<lured. * 

. • Id the troubles excited by the catholic* in 1790, this 
fiunily was exposed to the most cruel persecution, and two 
<^f its members were barbarously massacred. 

'^ Monsieur Maigre, a venerable octagenarian, fled ff om 
his house, in a carriage, with his son, his son's wife, two 
children, and two female serrants. Tliey were arresled on 
the toad by a patrol, to whom M. Maigre showed a regular 
passport. Two -postillions, returning from Beaucaire, cried 
to the patrol, << Why do you suffer these people to pass ? 
They are protestants ;** and to M. Maigre, ** If you have not 
confessed, you hod better do it, fot your end is cotne*'* The 
carriage was surrounded by peasants from the villages ; ** We 
must kill them,'' they exclaimed, ** they are protestants." 
At this moment M. Maigre discovered in the crowd an old 
servant ; '^ Andr^,*' said he, '^ do you not kno^r me t are you 
Hot hiterested for me." — '* Ah, that was formerly,** said the 
isgrate ; *'it is very different non^ ;** and immediately aimed a 
teorlble blow at his old master* A postillion leaped from his 
horse and threw a rope round the neck of the youngest 
daughter, intending to strangle her ; but one of the servants 
dew to her rescue and drew on herself the i\ify of the mon« 
ster, who, throwing the instnunent of his cruelty toutkd her, 
endeavoured to hang her to a tree : fortunately the cord was 
too short The infuriated mob then determined to conv^ 
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A munber of armed men entered the cabinet of 
the Baron de Castekiauy and demanded fiO,000 
firanc9 (between 8 aikl 900/.)or his life* The same 



prisoners to Rettioulins. They arrived at the vHIag# #f 
La Fottx^pverwhehned with menaces and imprecatimid ; and 
aeeing a capuchin, they solicited his protection. He ac^ 
knowledged that he knew them, but refused to intercede for 
them, and i^ut himself up in the first house. They wer^ 
forced into the bark in which they were to cross to lleiinHl-> 
linis, while the people on the shore cried, ^* Thifow them 
into the water ! drown them !" An eye-witness of this md^ 
lancholy scene says, ** the family embraced each other, ex- 
claiming in agony, we are all lost." A man seized the aged 
father and threw him into the stream ; he tried to swim to the 
bank, but was struck by a stone, and his strength failing, he 
was drowned. His son, more vigorous, made more resistance j 
with one hand he seized a peasant, with the other he grasped 
the mast* To secure him, they promised him his'life ; but at 
the moment he quitted his hold, they threw him overboard* 
He swam to the shore, where a gentlemen ran to his assist-^ 
ance,. and tried to stauneh the blood which was flowing fast 
frcmi his wounds. A man approached, and pointed a fusiU 
^' Spare this good man," said his protector, << he is not guilty 
of any crime; in saving his 1^ you will render an importiEuii 
service to your country." — << Yes," said M« Maigre '< wehavt 
injured no one ; it is true we differ in our religious opinions i 
but should this lead you to take my life? Ask |hir gentlemaiiy 
he knows me wdL" M. S^e then assured the murderer* 
that. the family was generally respected* ** You are yourself 
one of the samekind»" said a peasant. ** No, l&ai aRomanca- 
tholic; and to prove myasserUon, here ismypray^booky and 
across which belongs tomy daughter."-- ^<Y()ushiall,,however^ 
both march to prison," said die peasants^ -^ " Ala& ! cried M^ 
Maigre, seis^ing Uie band of li^ friend^ to what danger kas 
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officer found the men with M« Castelnau, and Suc- 
ceeded in disarming and taking them to piris(HL 
In a few hours they were again at large^ and 
busily employed in pillaging the protestants. 

From these two circumstances^ it is evident, 
that with a little resolution* and a sincere deter- 
mination to let courage manifest itself, order 
might soon have been restored. But, alas ! 
plunder and devastation were leisurely and sys- 
tematically matured. 

. . Pierre Malarte, sixty years of age, an elder of 
the protestant church, and a member of the 
consistory, left Nismes with his son and some 



your generosity exposed you." On the road, a man aimed 
twice at M. Maigre with a musket, sa3ring, ^* Stand away; let 
ne kill him;'* while M. S^re threw himself on the musket, knelt 
at their feet, and kissed the hands of the murderer, earnestly 
imploring the life of the unfortunate* '^ Retire,'* said the 
savage, " unless you wish to share the same fate." A woman, 
alarmed at the danger to which the intrepid courage of S^re 
had exposed himself, drew him away. M. Maigre was assas- 
sinated, and thrown into a stream which flowed by the villiEige. 
A. reaper drew his body from the water with his scythe, took 
his money, his snuff-box, and his watch, and cast the corpse 
again into the river. The wife and daubers had taken re*- 
fuge in an auberge ; the assassins pursued them with the in- 
tention to immolate the whole family, and had not the auber' 
giste assured them that the ladies had escaped into the 
country, and the Mar6chauss^e almost immediately appeared, 
they would inevitably have been sacrificed by the murder- 
ers of their husband and father.'* 

Rapport d*Alquieri imprim6par ordre de tAssembUt No" 
iionalef p. 70. 
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fellow protestants, at the commencement of the 
troubles. 

i On the 17th of July an armed party entered 
his shop and demanded of his wife food and 
lodging. Madame prepared their table j but 
when they saw that she had not given them silver 
forks and spoons, they became furious, and she 
was obliged to produce them for the leaders of 
the party. After they had finished their repast, 
they insisted on money in the name of Trestaillon 
and the king ; and 984 francs (41/.) were nie- 
cessary to appease their violence. The next day, 
thirty more presented themselves, with the 
modest requisition of, a Napoleon each and their 
food. While the poor woman endeavoured to 
soften their rage, an armed mob rushed in, and 
with fearful gestures, exclaimed, " Where is your 
husband, the chief of the tempk^ the chief of 
the brigands ? We will have him dead or alive.*^ 
They wounded Madame Malarte in the cheek 
with their bayonets, and she thought herself for- 
tunate in preserving her life, by the sacrifice of 
another 1000 francs. (41/. 13^. 4rf.) At night 
Madame Malarte and her children took refuge 
with a neighbour, and in the mean time a part of 
the horde ravaged a house and garden which she 
owned in another part of the city. They forced 
all the doors, broke the windows, threw the 
broken doors into the wells, tore up the vines 
and the trees, and destroyed all they could not 
remove. But this was not enough. As they had 
devastated the second house, she hoped they 
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would not return to the firsts and she Jt^enmlMtd 
her shop* Alas ! they retained to the charge.; 
iadf to save h^ warehouse^ she counted out all 
libe money that remained^ amounting to 678 
francs, (28/.) and even th^i^ they carried their 
rapacity so far as to search her person. Deprived 
of all her ready money, she thought herself less 
fxposedy and i-^siained to protect her property ; 
but the next day, July SOth, << the people" came 
again, and vowed they would have Malarte alive 
as dead. Madame applied to the captain of the 
quarter for a guard y but she was told, '^ there 
was no guard for the protestants." In despair 
she abandoned her home, leaving a young 
girl to wait on the wretches, who were living 
there at discretion* In the name of Trestaillon 
they obliged the poor child to borrow fourteen 
Napoleons, ( lOL) and obtained them before they 
consented to leave the premises^ 

After all these sacrifices, the unhiq[)py wife in- 
dulged the hope of being able to preserve for 
her husband his valuable establishm^at« Her 
hope was vain : the 121 st completed her miaeiy. 
From the morning, savage groupes collected, and 
a general pillage was announced* At ooon-day^ 
iprithout the slightest precaution^ andwithas much 
confidence, as if acting under the sanction of the 
aiithcmties, they cairied awny dgkty bales and 
packages o£ coffee, sugar, sfiices, and grocery of 
all kinds* They broke the vases^ and spilt about 
1300 quarts of oil. All the linen of a family of 
eight persMs became their prey i and &iaUy 4000 



franco (1^^^ ISs^ 4fd.) were concealed in a se» 
cret place in a bureau ; tiiey broke it open^ and 
1^ the money was stolen. M. Malaite is an in- 
dustrious, charitable citizen, and a stranger to 
aU political affiurs } but — he was guilty of bd^g 
a protestantr 

Near the barracks, is a large and handsome 
house, the property of M. Vitte, and acquired 
by exertion and economy* Besides comfortable 
lodgings for his own family, he let more than 
twenty chambers, which were mostly occupied by 
superior officers, and commissaries of the army. 
He never enquired the opinion of his tenants, and 
of course his guests were persons of all political 
parties j but, under pretence of searching for coiv 
cealed Officers, his apartments were overrun, his 
furniture broken, and his property carried oS^ 
as inclination or caprice dictated. 

The houses of Messrs. Lagorce, most respect- 
able merchants and manufacturers, M. Mathieu, 
M. Negrelivier, and others, shared the same fate ; 
many only avoided it by the owners paying large 
sums, as commutation, or escaping into the coun- 
try^with theit cash, and most valuable articles. 
During the nights of the 18th and the 19th the 
emigration was very general, though the danger 
was extreme^ for parties of catholics infested all 
the neighbourhood, and pursued the fugitives i|s 
guilty and condemned. 

M. Bemis, extraordinary royal commissioner, 
issued, on the SOth, ft proclamation, which reflects 
disgrace ob the authority £rom which it ema- 
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nated. ^* Considering/' it says, '* that the Re- 
sidence of citizens in places foreign to their 
domicile, can only be prejudicial to the com- 
munes they have left, and to those to which 
they have repaired, it is ordered, that those in- 
habitants who have quitted their residence since 
the commencement of July, return home by the 
28th at the latest; otherwise, they shall be 
deemed accomplices of the evil disposed persons, 
who disturb the public tranquillity, and their 
property shall be placed under prcmsumal «r. 
questraiionJ* 

The fugitives had sufficient inducements to 
return to their hearths, without the fear of seques- 
tration. They were more anxious to embrace 
their fathers, mothers, wives, and children, and 
to resume their ordinary occupations, than 
M. Bemis could be to ensure their return. But 
what security had they for the fulfilment of his 
promises ? The denunciation of men as crimi- 
nals, who fled for safety from the sabres of assas- 
sins, was oil to the fire of persecution, and the 
experience of the past, and the present state of 
a£^s, proved that all crimes might be commit- 
ted by the catholics, with the certainty of im- 
punity. 

TreBtaillon was dressed in complete uniform 
and epaulets, which he had stolen ; he wore a 
sabre at his side, pistols in his belt, a cockade of 
white and green, and a sash of the same colours 
on his arm. He had under him Truph6my, Ser- 
van, Aime, Hours, and multitudes beside, who 
acted by his direction. 



DECEITFUL PROCLAMATION. ^1 

On the 21st, M. Bernis ordered < all parties 
and individuals, armed or unarmed, to abstain 
from searching houses without either an order, 
or the presence of an officer; on suspicion of arms 
being concealed, the commandant of the town 
was ordered, to furnish a patrole to make search 
and seizure ; and all persons carrying arms in 
the streets, without being on service, were to 
be arrested/ Was Trestaillon then a commis- 
sioned officer, either of the national guard or 
the troops of the line ? If so, he performed the 
orders of the authorities : if not, were he and 
his colleagues arrested in virtue of the procla- 
mation? The answer is notorious. He was 
not arrested till the middle of October ; and 
then, not by these authorities, but by General 
La Garde, who was assassinated by one of his 
comrades. * The disorders, instead of diminish- 
ing, became more general and organised. 

* The system of specious and deceptive proclamationsy 
was perfectly understood, and had been long practised in 
Languedoc : it was notv too late to persecute the pro- 
testants, simply for their religion. Even in the good times 
of Louis XrV. there was public opinion enough in Europe, 
to make that arch tyrant resort to the meanest stratagems. 
The following single specimen of the plan pursued by the 
authors of the dragonades, may serve as a key to all the 
plausible proclamations, which in 1815, covered the per- 
petration of the most deliberate and extensive crimes. 

Letter Jrom Louvois to MariUac. 

** The king rejoices to learn from your letters, that there 
are so many conversions in your department ; and he desires 
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; M. Paulet Rauchet, wBggost proprielior» ^as 
robbed of twelve horses^ a great qpuaatikf of cdni» 
and a portum of his fiirniture. M. Roomfprol, 
gardener, lost his stock, untlireshed cora, and 
hooKhcld goods : his brother experienced the 
same treatment. The. magazine of Messrs. Cos* 



lluit you would continue your efforts, and employ the fame 
meaoa that have been hitherto so successful. His m^je^^ 
has ordered me to send a regiment of cavalry ; the ^greatest 
part of which, he wishes to be quartered on the protestaats ; 
but he does not think it prudent that they should be all 
lodged with them : that is to say, of twenty-six masters, of 
whieh a company is composed, if, by a just distribution, tea 
eui^bto be received by the protestants^ give them itwenty, 
and put them all on the rich ; making this pretence, that 
when there are not soldiers enough in a town for all to have 
some, the poor ought to be exempt, and the rich burdened. 
Wm majesty has thought proper also to order, that all con- 
verts be exempted from lodging soldiers for two years. 
This will occasion numerous conversions, if you take care 
that it is rigorously executed* and that in all the distribu- 
tions, and passage of troops, by far the greatest number are 
(Quartered on the rich protestants. His majesty particularly 
enjoins, tjiat your orders on this subject, either by yourself 
or your sub-delegates, ie given by toord qf nnrnth, to the 
mayors and sheriffs, totikout letting them knaiaoy that his ma* 
jesty mUmk by these means to force the Hugonots to be-^ 
come converts^ and only explaining to them, ihsX jon give 
these orders on the information you have received, that in 
these places, the rich are exempted by their influence, to 
the prejudice of the poor." 

It is in this ultra-montane school, that the pretended catho- 
lics of Nismes, have graduated, and it is in these mysteries of 
&lsehood, hypocrisy, and injustice, that they are thoroughly 
read. 
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tea, drapers, was plundered at discretion. The 
old past>inaster, M. Laune, had his premises 
completely stripped. The dwelling house and 
granary of M. Loche were nearly emptied, and 
jML Cler was still more vexatiously impoverished. 
M« Monier Favillade, and his father M« FascaU 
were not only pillaged in Nismes, but they lost 
from their estate, mules, carts, ploughs, forage, 
and com; three days successively this continuedt 
and at last the iron gates, pulleys, &c. were taken. 
M, Ix>mbard, and M. Hugues at St. Cesaire, and 
M. Rouffet, at Courbessac, were rapaciously pil- 
laged. Messrs. Carrier, drapers, were obliged 
to pay a large sum, to save the contents of their 
warehouse! Messrs. Rouvelly and Co. were com- 
pelled to give money to a considerable amount ; 
and even that did not exempt them from spoli- 
ation* Messrs. Daumon^ Benezet^ Salle Co. 
lombe, Persin and Feyron drapers, Fontin and 
AUzon linen factors, Antoine Henry, Fasse bois, 
Andr^ Bergeron, &c. were exposed to similar 
depredations. 

That political delinquency was not the real 
cause of thi^ persecution, is evident from the 
merciless treatment experienced by females. 
The widow Rivet was obliged to sacrifice an 
enormous sum, and the widow Bernard was not 
more fortunate. The widow Lecointe saw her 
house ravaged, and her goods destroyed. The 
widow Franc Didier had her dwelling sacked ; 
an entire corps de logis was demolished to the 
foundations. 



S24 OUTRAGE ON THE DEAD. 

The widow Penin resided on a little fann: 
near the windmills ; a party arrived, and after 
having ill-treated her, and forced her from the 
premises, committed every species of devas-^ 
tation:— having ruined the house, they at- 
tacked even the chamber of the dead : a cave 
contained the relics of her family — they drag- 
ged the coffins from the tomb, and threw the 
contents over the adjoining grounds. The next 
day, the outraged widow collected with her 
own hands the broken bones of her relatives, 
and replaced them in their sepulchre, amidst 
the ruins of her habitation : — they were again 
exhumed, and rescattered — and after several 
useless efforts, she was obliged to weep over the 
dishonoured remains of her fathers, spread over 
the surface of her fields. 

Till the period announced for the sequestra- 
tion of the property of the fiigitives, murder and 
plunder were the daily and nightly occiipation 
of the army of Beaucaire, and the catholics of 
Nismes. M. Peyron, of Broussan, had all his 
property carried off ; his wine, oil, seed, grain, 
several score of sheep, eight mules, three carts, 
his furniture and effects, and all the money that 
could be found, were taken, without his posses- 
sing tiie power of preventing the spoUation, but 
congratulating himself that his habitation was 
not consumed, and that his vineyards were not 
rooted up. The premises of his brother at 
Rapatel, and of his father. at Caissargues,^ of 
M. Gaujon, at Cignan, and those of Calvas, 



M. NEGRE's DAUGHTEIl EXHUMED, 2185 

L'arague, and La Rouviere, were entirely strip- 
ped; the corn, wine, oil, and heavy goods were 
carried away in the carts, and by the mules of 
the proprietors, to places designated for their 
reception by the banditti. This process con- 
tinued regularly during several days. 

The estate of Messrs, Negre, uncle and ne- 
phew, is situated at a short distance from Nismes. 
On the arrival of an armed force, the domestics 
fled ; only one remained to protect the property 
(of his master, and as he was a catholic, he hoped 
that he should ajso preserve his own life. 

The royalists took hay, corn, and provisions j 
and when they had emptied the large bottles, 
containing four and five gallons of wine, they 
broke them in pieces, and then devastated the 
house. M. Negre had lost a daughter, ten 
years of age, about two months before, and had 
buried her near one of the pavillioiis of the cha-^ 
teau; but fearing that Madame Negre would 
too frequently visit the sepulchre, and indulge 
a vain and injurious grief, he had walled up the 
door of the enclosure of the tomb. When the 
wretches had sacked the house, and were search- 
ing for more plunder, they espied the newly 
l-aised wall ; and not doubting but it concealed 
a large treasure, they destroyed it, removed the 
mound of earth, opened the grave, and were 
only satisfied when they had exhumed the corpse, 
and the odour compelled them to retire; The 
faithful servant returned at night, found the 
naked body of Mademoiselle Negre exposed to 
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the birds and beasts of prey, and re-covered it 
with earth. Some days after, another party 
committed similar outrages on all that is decent 
and sacred. A quantity of unthreshed corn 
, still remained on the threshing floor; and a 
number of notorious royalists were liired by 
M. Negre to guard this remnant of his property. 
The guards employed themselves in hunting in 
the neighbourhood, and in shooting the pigeons 
^belonging to the estate. The reports of their 
fusils created an alarm, and a man ran into 
Nismes and announced to the authorities that 
there was an assemblage of protestants at Va- 
queroUe. The authorities could now act ; and 
they dispatched M. Murjas with a company of 
soldiers and artillery. Arrived on the spot, 
these agents of the government found only 
desolation; but such was their madness, that 
they set fire to the house in several places, cut 
down trees, surrounded them with corn-sheaves, 
and made a communication for the flames, till 
the whole grove was consumed. They further 
took the malicious precaution to turn off^ the 
stream of the fountain, and to open all the valves 
of the basins, that there might be no water 
If assistance should arrive. Assistance, alas! 
where there were only furies and victims. 

The chateau and all around it was burnt ; the 
administration gave itself no concern, and eight 
days after, travellers saw the smoke still rising 
from the ruins. 

Messrs. Negre, who lost nearly lOO^OOOJoNsacSf 
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had not given the slightest pretext for such 
aavage conduct. They had occupied no places ; 
not even in the tribunal of commerce ; but were 
entirely engaged in their mercantile relations, 
and lived at peace with every body. M. Negre, 
the uncle, had been condemned to the guillotine 
for having deplored the death of Louis XVL 
and was not liberated from prison, till two 
months after the fall of Robespierre. It was 
enough that these gentlemen belonged to the 
reformed communion, in which the fanatics were 
determined not to find either royalists or citizens 
worthy the common protection of society. 

It has been stated, that the house of M. Vitte^ 
near the barracks, was pillaged ; after some days 
the attack was renewed. By accident, a work- 
man in the barracks had set fire to some straw ; 
the mob assembled, and their dreadful vocifer*- 
ations alarmed the neighbourhood. M. Vitte 
had been concealed, in the house of an officer of 
the national guard ; but this officer, fearing £br 
his guest and himself, obliged the poor man 
to quit his refuge, and he not daring to appear 
in the streets, crept along the adjoining roofs, in 
order to gain his own house. The persons em- 
ployed in extinguishing the fire saw him, gave 
the signal, and denounced M. Vitte as the in- 
cendiary. His house is separated from the bar- 
racks by a court and a ditch. The innocent 
cause of the accident avowed himself, and ex- 
postulated and entreated. It was in vain : to 
accuse, condemn, and destroy a protestant was 
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sn afiair of a moment* Nothing could resl^mt 
the fury o{ the p<^ulace ; they broke <^>en 
his doors, and demolished every thing but the 
walls. A Jew family, lodging in the house, 
.was driven out, and all their goods were thrown 
from the windows. M. Vitte was seized, robbed 
.of his watch and money, severely wounded, and 
1^ for dead. Fourteen hours he remained 
.without consciousness or assistance ; at the ex- 
piration of that time a commissary of police 
saw him, and, touched with his situation, ad- 
ministered some cordials to revive him, and, 
as <^ a m^unxre of safety," conducted him to the 
citadeL Many days he was there, without his 
.^fiunily being informed : wife, son, daughter-in- 
law, and grand^children lamented him as dead : 
they were concealed, and plunged into misery 
and despair. At length he found means to 
apprize them of his existence, and, as there was 
not the slightest charge against him, he obtained 
his liberation from M. Vidal« Still he was 
obliged to observe concealments When the 
Austrians arrived, one of the aides-de-camp 
who heard of his sufferings and his respect- 
ability, sought M. Vitte, and furnished an es- 
cort to conduct his family to a place of security. 
At Sauve they found an asylum with a sister, 
-and remained there a long time, reduced from 
comfort to poverty and wretchedness, and 
waiiiog the restoration of tranquillity and the 
r^nm of. justice. Many thousand francs were 
necessary to repair his house, beside the very 
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large amount that was required to replaqe the 
furniture of so many apartments. 

While the rich were delivered to. unrestrained 
pillage, the poor were slaughtered at pleasure* 
Isnard was murdered at St. Cezaire ; Cleron on the 
Alais road ; Porcher at Vaguerolle ; and Sandoz 
at the barrier. Rambert, a harmless'silk weaver, 
was advised by a pretended friend to adopt the 
dress of a female, and promised a secure retreat ;, 
•—a natural deformity rendered his disguise use- 
less y still he confided, but at the moment that 
he passed the house of his perfidious guide, seve<* 
ral armed men rushed out, and murdered and 
stripped him. His unhappy wife did not long 
survive. Dalbos, the only city beadle who was 
a protestant, was dragged firom his home by some 
national guards and led to prison. His niece 
threw herself on the neck of one of them and 
implored mercy ^ the ruffian dashed her to tlie 
ground. His sister was driven away by the mob.. 
The guard fired, and the fatal ball entered bis 
back. His corpse remained a long time exposed 
to the insults of the people. 

In the latter end of July, was received the de- 
cree of Louis XVIII. which annulled all the 
extraordinary powers conferred either by the 
king, the princes, the minister of the interior, 
or subordinate agents. The laws were now to be 
administered by the regular organs, and M. d' Ar^ 
l>aud Jouques arrived on the^Qth, at the hotel 
of the prefecture. His presence evidently dis- 
concerted the authorities, especially M. Cal^ 

Q S 



!t90 M. JOUdUS's PfiOCLAMATIOH 

vieres, the prefect de facto ; and it was not till 
after a delay of twenty-four hcnirs, that the new 
prefect was acknowledged and installed. His 
speech and proclamation on the occasioD re* 
vealed his opinion of the reUgiotts nature of 
the disturbances, and the necessity of exhi- 
biting and maintaining the charter. •* My 
journey," said he, " from the capital, has 
affOTded the ^ectacle of harmony and delight. 
r\ "What was my grief, when I learnt the Gard 
^ was agitated by intestine divisions, and espe- 

cially by resentments rather reUgious than poli- 
tick? This contest is without any real interest 
for individuals ; and who that has a French 
heart will detach himself from that sublime 
/ charter which the king considers his noblest 
^ title ? Liberty qf conscience ja proclaimed 
/i n this iimnortal act. Equality of civil and 
y political' rights, and admission to all places 
and honours are assured to all Frenchmen, 
without distinction of birth or worship. ReU- 
gious dissentions are then without motive, and 
without avail." 

In harmony with his speech was his public 
address : " Children of the same Grod, of the 
tame king, and of the same country, nothing 
ought to divide you. The king and France 
ought to be inseparable in your hearts, as they 
are in their destinies, fiut when you embrace 
each other in the name of a beloved and pater- 
nal monarch, will you devour each other in the 
«acred name of God, the father c^ mankind ? 



AND ADDRESft. ^l^ 

No, inhabitants of the Gard, religious discus* 
sions have no longer any relation with the tem- 
poral interests of our hasty lives. The chartei^ 
has consecrated principles which leave neither 
fear nor doubt to any Frenchman, whatever re- j 
ligion he may profess. Liberty of conscience ii^ / 
the most sacred of French liberties ; the law: 
protects all denominations, assures to all the 
same civil and political rights, and he only i» 
abandoned who violates laws civil and divine, by 
attempting to injure the life or the property <^ 
his neighbour. Let us be united, and then w& 
shall be Christians. Let the same sentiments 
penetrate every heart, and the same cry burst 
from every mouth — The king, the charter ^ and 
France.*' 

This was precisely what the protestants de- 
sired, and what their enemies abhorred : they 
would not have equal rights and equal security % 
they wanted to influence and not to allay re- 
ligious animosity ; fanaticism was the right-arm 
of their vengeance ; and, instead of uniting ia 
the cry which the new prefect dictated, they 
added insult to disobedience, and cried, at the 
theatre and at the mayoralty, " Down with him, 
down with him ! Calvieres for ever ! Down with 
the protestants ! Vive le roiJ^ In fact, the very 
next day he left his government, set oflT for 
Toulouse to have an interview with the Duke 
d'Angoul^me, and did not return till the 18th 
of August* 

M. Galvi^res, under whose administratioir 

Q 4 
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SSS MURDER. OF JACQUES COMfiE. 

"the people'* were not troubled about laws or, 
charters, resumed the functions of prefect to 
the satisfaction of all bad subjects. The day 
that the proclamation of M. d'Arbaud Jouques 
appeared, another was published by M. Vidal, 
ascribing the * unavoidable troubles to a Jew 
jp<m?erfe55 agitators, inviting the fugitives tore- 
turn, and promising them perfect protection.' 
Many of the fugitives did return ; the desire to 
. rejoin their families, the apprehension of con- 
fiscation, the arrival of a prefect, the spirit of 
his proclamation, and the momentary calm that 
his presence had occasioned, determined them to 
quit theia' retreats, and re-enter the circle of 
their duties and affections. In spite of all these ' 
proclamations, and the apparent stagnation 
of " the people,'* the work of destruction was 
not abandoned, but was soon renewed with fresh 
vigour and success. 

On the 30th of July Jacques Combe, the 
father of a family, was killed at the Pont de I'Eaii 
Bouillee, by some of the national guards of Rusan ; 
and the crime was so public, that the commander 
of the party restored to the family, the pocket- 
book and papers which Combe had about him at 
the time of his death. During the 31st, tumultu- 
ous crowds celebratied the restoration of M. Cal- 
vieres to his functions, by roaming about the 
city and the fauxbourgs, and menacing and 
outraging the wretched protestants ; and on the 
1st of August they butchered them without 
mercy, and without the slightest opposition. 
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' In the middle of the day (Aug, 1st,) six ariiied 
men, headed byTruphemy, the butcher, surround- 
ed the house of Monot, a carpenter. Two of the 
party, who were smiths, had been at work at the 
house the day before, and had seen a protestant 
who had taken refuge there. M. Bourillon 
had been a lieutenant in the army, and, after 
being severely wounded in the service of his 
country, he had retired on a pension, with the 
most honourable certificates. He was a man of 
excellent character, peaceable, harmless, had 
been many years in private life, and had never 
served the Emperor Napoleon. He was unknown 
to Truphemy, but he took one of his companions 
into the house with him, to point out his 
victim. They found him partaking of a frugal 
repast with his wife and the family. Truphemy. 
ordered him to go along with him, adding, 
" Your friend Saussine is already in the other 
world.*'/ Bourillon demanded what they wanted 
with him ; and he was informed, to " take him. 
to the etat-major, or to prison.** He requested 
time to put on his gaiters ; but they told him he 
would have no need of gaiters, and would hardly 
allow him to get his hat. Truphemy placed 
him in the middle of his troop, and ordered him 
to cry Vive Vempereur. He refused; they in- 
sisted ; he still refused, adding, that hie was no 
longer a soldier, and, in fact, had never served 
the emperor. The women and the master of 
the house praised his amiable and virtuous qua-' 
lities, and interceded for his life. It was in 
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vain : they marched him to the public prome« 
iiade, threatening, as they proceeded, to shoot 
the people in the streets through which they 
passed, if they looked at them, or if they re- 
mained at their doors or windows ; and, in the 
wantonness of their power, they levelled at se- 
veral persons who were not instant in their obe-. 
dience. Arrived at the esplanade, where stands 
the Palais de Justice, they stopped before a shop. 
«« We can do it here,*' said they; and they pre- 
pared. The owner of the shop requested them 
to go farther, lest they should kill tiie pas^ 
sengers ; and they moved on. Bourillon had 
scarcely a moment to commend himself to God. 
Truph6my fired first, the others followed. One 
of the hands of this unfortunate protestant was 
shot off, and his breast pierced by several shots. 
He was dead in an instant. The murderers stood 
conversing round the body, and contemplating 
ibdur achievement. Truph6my finding M. Bouril- 
Ion's hat better than his, took it from the head 
of the deceased, and placed it on his own. 
Others took their share of his clothes j and they 
lefl the corpse only covered with pantaloons. 
Several persons, attracted by the firing, ap- 
proached; but they were threatened with a 
similar fate. Afler some time the wretches de- 
parted^ shouting, «* Vive le roiJ* Some women 
met them, and they regarded them with the 
most ferocious indications. Said one, " I have 
killed seven to*-day for my share ;*' and a woman^ 
appearing affected, he added, ^< and if you say 



a word I will seize hold of you» and you shall be 
tiie eighth/* The men who thus massacred the 
citizens at their pleasure, at noon day, in the 
mmt public and genteel parts of the town, wore 
the uniform of the national guard. 

It was too true, as Truphemy bad boasted, that 
M. Saussine was no more. In 1801, M. Saussine 
xeiired from the army, (which he had entered 
in 17770 with the rank of captain ; and his 
two sons had since fallen on the field of battle* 
He was sixty-five years of age, infirm and deaf, 
and living in peace and privacy. It was enough 
that he was a protestant. At six o'clock in 
the morning he was found at his residence on 
the road to Uzes, and killed on the spot. 
Truphemy drove the widow from her home ; 
and Trestaillon took possession of it as a dwel- ' 
Hng for his sister. Madame Saussine died soon 
after of grief and persecution. 

Pierre Courbet a stocking weaver, was torn 
from his loom by an armed band, under pre* 
tence of being conducted to the citadel. Be- 
fore his own door, four wretches discharged 
their muskets at his body. His eldest daughter, 
sixteen years of age, flew to her father amidst 
the fire and smoke; he fell at her feet. A 
monster knocked down the affectionate child, 
with the butt end of his musket ; and she was 
with difficulty rescued from the fury of the 
blood thirsty multitude. The horror of tlie 
scene has occasioned ever since the derange^ 
ment of her intellects. .A poignard was held 
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at the breast of the bereaved wife, while the 
mob plundered her apartments. 

Paul Heraut, a silk weaver, was dinii^ with 
his family, when a number of armed men en- 
tered, and ordered him to follow them. It was 
useless to refuse. At the corner of the Enclos 
du Rey, another band joined the party, and 
they all fell upon their prisoner, and literally 
cut him in pieces, in the presence of an im- 
mense crowd, and amidst the imavailing cries 
and tears of his wife and four young children. 
They only abandoned the corpse, horribly mu- 
tilated, to return to the house, and secure ewry 
thing that was worth removal. 

The deaths of Jacques Imbert, and the other 
members of the Chivas family, have been re- 
lated. Domeson, a silk weaver, was another 
victim ; and the memory of his tragical death. 
is perpetuated by a melancholy but interesting, 
association. His daughter has married the or- 
phan son of Antoine Clot. I saw this young 
couple, to whom the protestants had given a 
marriage portion, and furnished the means of 
procuring a livelihood. 

The number of murders on this day cannot 
be ascertained ; but, according to the report of 
several officers, more than twenty were sacrificed 
in the city and suburbs, to the cries of Vive le 
rot. One person saw six bodies at the Cours 
Neiif, and nine were carried to the hospital. ; 

The horrid activity of " the people^* appears 
to have alarmed even the popular prefect^ 
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M. Calvieres. He felt that after the king had 
sent to Nismes another prefect, he was doubly 
responsible for the crimes of his party. He 
accordingly published a proclamation. It was 
altogether mystical, and designed rather to 
throw suspicion on the persecuted, than to 
point out the guilty, and promote their detec- 
tion and punishment. 

" Fresh disorders have appeared these two 
days in Nismes ; my heart is wounded^ and I 
hasten to invite you to exert every means to 
check them. I know that you place entire con- 
fidence in me. ' Secret agitators^ stirfiulated by 
the enemies of the king, have provoked to dis- 
orders of which I complain. Do not believe 
that they are royalists, even if they say that they 
are. Do not be misled by the fear of seeing 
traitors^ who have betrayed the best of kings, 
go unpunished. The guilty shall be immediately 
struck, but relt/ for vengeance on the zeal of 
the public authority.'* 

The secret agitators^ and the traitors who 

« 

were to be struck with vengeance, but whom 
the people were requested not to kill, were 
found in the protestants, and no measures were 
taken to arrest or restrain the bands, who 
in the costume of soldiers, and national guards, 
murdered them at their leisure, and in the 
face of the sun. A council of war was in- 
deed formed the same day, and it was inferred, 
that it was to try and condemn some of the 
chiefe of the assassins. But Trestaillon and 
Truph^my were better instructed; they' were 
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iiot alarmed by words, nor intimidated by couo- 
cils. The result justified their confidence, for 
instead of interfering with them, or in favour of 
the protestants, the council of war occupied 
itself in the following important transaction. 

A Piedmontese officer of the army which was 
disbanded after the first restoration, was at 
Nismes, and united in acknowledging Napoleon 
on his return from Elba, On the second restor- 
ation, knowing that according to the new limits 
of France he was a foreigner, and confiding ia 
the pardon that was extended to others, he re- 
mained tranquilly in the city. %He was arrested. 
On the 24th of July, Louis XVIII. published 
an ordonnance, declaring, that submission to 
Napoleon after the 23d of March, was not to be 
considered culpable ; and all the exceptions 
being named in a list, that list was declared 
irrevocably closed, and entire security pro- 
mised to all other citizens without distinction. 
Captain Deferal did not acknowledge Napoleon 
till the 3d of April, eleven days after the time 
fixed, and four after the regular course of the 
public courier. He had not been distingui3hed ; 
he was not on active service ; he had committed 
no excess ; abused no power. The ordonnance 
was even published in the same number of the 
Official Journal, with the institution of the 
court-martial. This court, composed of the army 
of Beaucaire, summoned before it the unfortu- 
nate Deferal, and condemned him to death. On 
the ^th he was shot on the Place de Caraies^ with 
j^pravated crii^jr azidincfecNi^i^^ his <[rorpte 
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was afterwards exposed to the view and outrage 
of " the people,'* among whom were those, not 
ofthe lowest class, females, and even ministers of 
religion. The reporter of the court-martial was 
M. Noailles, advocate, and his father, president 
of the cour royale, or imperiale, during the 100 
days, had acknowledged Napoleon, and taken 
the oath of allegiance to him on the very same 
day with the murdered captain. This victim 
was a foreigner and a catholic j but his death 
was justified, as a sort of expiation, and as the 
means, by gratifying the thirst for blood, of 
.sparing that of €nany protestants, who at that 
time, were imprisoned and marked for slaughter. 
It is not necessary to enter into the general 
bearing of this transaction, or to consider the 
guilt or innocence of Deferal, for without any 
political allusion, it presents an important proof 
of the abiUty possessed by the faction to pro- 
secute persons supposed to be guilty, and of the 
perversion of law and justice which marked the 
period of the massacres of the protestants of 
the Gard. * 

♦ The Journal des DebatSy published at Paris, and emi- 
nently royalist, after giving an account of the troubles 6f 
the Gard, added, << A military commission has been named 
to try the authors ; but it is very doubtful whether this com- 
mission will be able to cause its decision to be executed, or 
even to assemble." — The official journal of the Gard in* 
dignantly replied : " The Paris editor ought to know that a 
council of war is established, to try and punish the numerotis 
iBtrocities ofthe Buonapartists ; and he may be assured that 
it has met iihready^ and that tfaerq i^ every reiufon to bel^Te 
that its orders will not experience the slightest opposition*" 



240 UNBESTRAINED . PILLAGE. 

If murders were less frequent for a few days, 
it was not because the fiends were idle, timid, 
or repentant. Pillage and forced contributions 
were actively continued. M. Salle d'Hombre, 
at several visits, was robbed of 7000 francs 
(nearly 300/.) ; and on one occasion, when he 
pleaded the sacrifices he had made for the good 
cause, " Look,'* said a bandit, pointing to his 
pipe, " this will set fire to your house ; and this,'* 
brandishing his sword, "will finish you.!* — 
.The reasoning was irresistible. — The houses of 
M. Jalaguier Plantier^and a second house belong- 
ing to the widow Frat Maystre, were plundered 
.and burnt. Madame Frat was a creditor to 
.I^Yondes, one of the chiefs of the catholic party, 
to the amount of more than 100,000 francs. He 
had been a bankrupt under disgraceful and ag- 
gravated circumstances, and was in debt above 
.400,000 francs ; but he was of great service to 
the cause. He harangued " the people" night 
:and day, after the manner of Robespierre, in 
the C(^e Royaki and instigated them. to. every 
disgraceful deed. — The houses of M. Roubel 
Mouffier and Emile Noguier were devastated, 
and that of M. Jalabert was burnt. — M. Ducamp 
suffered not only the plunder of his dwelling- 
house and stores in Nismes, and at Courbe^sac, 
where brigands fired musket-shot at the tuns 
of wine, and wasted all they could not ap- 
propriate ; but at the estate of Madame Du- 
.camp, where they stripped the premises of all that 
suited them, and then set fire to the buildings^ 
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The conflagration continued sixty hours, and 
only ceased when every thing was consumed^ 
Hay, corn, cattle, cellars full of wine, all were 
taken or destroyed. Nothing political could be 
alleged against this family; but their protes- 
tantism was indeed, sufficiently marked, as M. 
Ducamp, junior, had married the grand-daughter 
of M. Puget, protestant minister and martyr, at 
Nismes. 

M. Feline, a silk manufacturer, was robbed of 
cash to the amount of 32,000 francs in gold, 
and 3000 francs in silver, and several bales of 
silk. 

The small shop-keepers were exposed every 
hour to visits, and demands of provisions, 
or drapery, or whatever they soldj and the 
same hands that set fire to the houses of the 
rich, and tore up the vines of the cultivator^ 
broke the looms of the weaver^ and stole the 
tools of the artizan. Desolation reigned in the 
city and in the sanctuary ; and the conduct of 
the depositaries of the royal power inspired 
only apprehension. The armed bands, instead 
of being reduced, we^e increased. The fugi- 
tives, instead of returning, received constant 
accessions; and their friends, who sheltered 
them, were considered rebellious. Those who 
remained were deprived of all their civil and re- 
ligious rights. The advocates and the huissiers 
entered into a resolution to exclude all of the 
".pretended reformed religion'* from their 
bodies. Those who were employed in the dif« 

R 
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ferent administratimis were dismissed ; even 
the persons who kept the licensed debits of to- 
bacco were deprived of their licences, and their 
means of subsistence. The door-keeper of 
the library, the jailors, and even the kitchen- 
maid of the prefecture, were discharged. The 
temple was closed and abandoned. The con- 
sistory, and the deacons who had the charge of 
the poor, were all scattered. Of five pastors, 
only two remained, — the aged M. O. Desmond, 
who had a son in the royal army, and M. Juillerat- 
Chasseur, who was obliged to change his resi« 
dence, and only under cover of the night could 
venture to administer the consolations or per- 
form the functions of his ministry. An elder, 
whose delightful employment it was to visit 
the indigent, and carry with the truths of re- 
ligion the tribute of paternal charity, fell a 
victim to the grief and chagrin which he expe- 
rienced at witnessing miseries which he was un- 
able to relieve. The widow and orphan will 
long weep for M. Rochblave as, in the primitive 
church, the persecuted Christians deplored the 
loss of the benevolent Dorcas. 

Not contented with all these persecutions, 
calumnious and inflammatory publications held 
up the protestants to detestation, as the enemies 
of order, hostile to the throne, unworthy the 
protection of the laws and the favour of the 
monarch. They were charged with raising the 
proscribed standard in the communes, and in- 
vokiftg the fidlen Napoleon. 
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Imprisonments were the consequence ; not 
merely arbitrary, but licentious ; for several 
hundreds were dragged to prison by the bands of 
Trestaillon, and the pretended national guard, not 
only without examination, and without a know- 
ledge of their crime, but even without any written 
order whatever for their apprehension. The im- 
putations, which served as the pretext for these 
illegal detentions, were not read in insignificant 
pamphlets, but in official papers, inspected and 
licensed by the regular officer. 

The journal which, before the second restor- 
ation, bore the title of the Journal du Gardt 
after that event appeared, as the Journal 
QfficieL A greater authority than that of an 
ordinary paper was required to impose absurd 
falsehoods as indubitable facts, and vile calum- 
nies as judicial communications. Those who 
might have been tempted to reply and appeal, 
were awed by the sanction of the government, 
and their silence was then charged on them as 
a proof of guilt. 

The whole collection of the Official Journal, 
does not contain the word charter ; nor in- 
deed, for five months was it employed by 
prefect, mayor, or any other public functionary. 
One of the first numbers represented the suf- 
fering protestants as * crocodiles, only weeping 
from rage and regret that they had no more 
victims to devour ; as persons who had sur- 
passed Danton, Marat, and Robespierre in the 
science of doing mischief; as the instruments 
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of injustice and oppression, which a just and 
repairing government would despoil of all its 
power and influence ; as having prostituted 
their daughters to the garrison, to gain it to 
the cause of Napoleon, and as having occasion- 
ed the cry of the soldiers, " Vive les protestans 
de Nismes, qui notes foumissent leur vin, leurs 
JilleSj et leur argent^* * An extract from this 
article, stamped with the crown and the arms 
of the Bourbons, was hawked about the streets 
and faubourgs, and the vender was adorned with 
the medal of the police. 

The same spirit dictated addresses which 
were carried to the foot of the throne. The 
royal national guards^ in whose uniform Tres- 
taillon was arrayed, assured his Majesty that 
all was tranquil, celebrated their own loyalty, 
and invoked vengeance on persons from whom, 
according to their own statement, they had 
nothing to apprehend. 

" Sire,*' say they, " your enemies con- 
founded — the factions vanquished — a popula- 
tion hostile to the throne and the altar repressed 
— unfaithful troops reclaimed ; such are the 
pledges of fidelity which the national guards 
of Nismes now present to your Majesty. Ah ! 
if we are allowed to express a wish, we will 
say, lay aside. Sire, a kindness too generous ; ' 
strike the hydra, eternally reviving j secure the 
repose of France ; she can only enjoy peace 
when your enemies are destitute of the power 
of injuiing you,'* &c. The royalists of 
Nismes, in their address, exclaimed : " Sire, we 



PETITION OF THE PROTESTANTS, 245 

conjure you, not to disguise from youself that 
to prevent new revolutions, to maintain the 
crown in your august dynasty, to consolidate 
the happiness of your people, tJie punishment 
of traitors, and the occupation of all public 
offices, by pure and tried royalists, are indis- 
pensable. Your own safety, as well as ours, 
requires this double guarantee. We eagerly 
solicit this of your Majesty. The perfidious 
give to pardon the name of feebleness ; and, 
accustomed to cover themselves with thie mantle 
of hypocrisy, they are never more dangerous 
than at the moment when they feign an entire 
submission." 

To these diatribes it is but just to oppose the 
petition which the protestants, who had taken 
refuge at Paris, presented, to Louis XVIII. on 
behalf of their brethren. " We lay at your 
feet. Sire,** said they, " our acute sufferings. In 
your name our fellow-citizens are slaughtered 
«ind their property laid waste. Misled peasants, 
in pretended obedience to your orders, had 
assembled at the command of a commissioner 
appointed by your august nephew. Although 
ready to attack us, they were received with the 
assurances of peacct On the 15th of July we 
learnt your Majesty's entrance into Paris, and 
the white flag immediately waved on our edi- 
fices. The public tranquillity had not been 
disturbed, when armed peasants introduced 
themselves. The garrison capitulated, but were 
assailed on their departure, and almost totally 
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massacred. Our national guard was disarmed ; 
the city was filled with strangers ; and the houses^ 
of the principal inhabitants, professing the re- 
formed religion, were attacked and plundered. 
We subjoin the list. Terror has driven from 
our city the most respectable citizens. 

*^ Your Majesty is deceived if there has not 
been placed before you the picture of the horrors 
which make desert your good city of Nismes. 
Arrests and proscriptions are continually taking 
place, and difference of religious opinions is 
the real and only cause. The calumniated 
protestants are defenders of the throne. Your 
nephew has beheld our children under his ban- 
ners ; our fortunes have been placed in his hands. 
Attacked without reason, the protestants have 
hot, even by a just resistance, afforded their ene- 
mies the fatal pretext for calumny. Save us. 
Sire : extinguish the brand of civil war. A 
single act of your will would restore to politi- 
cal existence, a city interesting for its population 
and its manufactures. Demand an account of 
their conduct from the chiefs, who have bf ought 
on us our misfortunes. We place before your 
eyes all the documents which have reached us. 
Fear paralises the hearts and stifles the com- 
plaints of our fellow-citizens* Placed in a iiiore 
secure situation, we venture to raise our voice in 
their behalf,*' &c. &c. 

Every thing announced to the protestants a 
well regulated system of persecution, and the 
populace appeared to Tiave the same conviction 
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they endured, that this account, however horri- 
ble, is most strictly true/* 

During the progress of these horrors and ob- 
scenities, so disgraceful to France and to the 
catholic religion, and while the agents of govan- 
ment were deceiving public opinion, a powerful 
force was at their command, and they had only 
honestly to employ it, to restore tranquillity. 
This fact is recorded in their Official Journal in 
the following terms : 

" General Briche has reviewed this dat/, (Au- 
gust I6th,) on the Cours Royale, all the armed 
force ; troops of the line and national guards* 
What a spectacle ! at least Jour thousand men, 
the greater part of whom had been on service, 
assembled on the vast place, manoeuvering like 
old soldiers to the cry, a thousand times re- 
peated, " Vive le roi^ After the review, they 
defiled on the esplanade, in the midst of a crowd 
transported with delight, and repeating every 
moment the same cry. This spectacle, so as- 
suring to our country, must be sufficient to das- 
troy all the hopes of the factions, if any such 
yet exist, by proving that the royal power is 
more than an empty name. The fair of Beau- 
caire has prevented more than a third of the 
national guard of Nismes from appearing at the 
^review ; but this hindrance will soon cease.*^ 

The next day. General Briche expressed to 
the " Brave inhabitants of Nismes, his satisfac- 
tion with their devotion to the royal cause, thdr 
generous effi^rts and Uieir exact discipline.'' 
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At this period M. d* Arbaud Jouques? returned 
to Nismes from Toulouse, andfound the same evils 
which had existed at his departure. The autho- 
rity given him by the king, could no longer be 
questioned ; Messrs. Baron Damas and the Mar- 
quis Villeneuve, having announced at Toulouse, 
on the 15th, the cessation of the extraordinary 
powers of the Duke d* Angouleme. On the 18th 
the prefect resumed the exercise of his functions ; 
but the presence of the same magistrate no 
longer produced the effect it had so lately ope- 
rated. He was no longer insulted at the theatre 
or in the public places ; from the time of his 
return he obtained the suffrages of the people, 
^nd has known ever since how to preserve them. 
The moment was peculiarly critical, as the elec- 
tion of deputies for the department was about 
to take place. 

In the night of the 19th, many protestant 
fathers, and most of them returned from emigra- 
tion on the faith of specious proclamations, were 
slaughtered in the bosom of their families. At 
ten o'clock Antoine Rigaud, husbandman, was 
dragged from his chamber, and barbarously and 
wantonly stabbed. A Sapeur of the national 
guard prevented his wife from approaching her 
dying husband. 

Honore Soulier had retired to rest ; he was 
torn from the arms of his wife, mangled with 
sabres, and left for dead. When at some dis- 
tance, his assassins observed a convulsive move- 
ment and returned to finish their work ; the suf- 
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ferer had just strength to entreat, as a favour, 
the coup de grace. The corpse remained all 
night in the street* ^— Pierre L'Heritier was also 
cut to pieces by wretches armed with sabres : in 
this dreadful night they chose to destroy the 
protestants * avec des armes blanches.* 

Francois Dumas, a silk weaver, about seven- 
teen years of age, was induced by stratagem, to 
quit his apartments. He was summoned to 
reinforce the Corps du Garde ^ and immediately 
obeyed ; but no sooner had he descended, than 
a dozen assassins surrounded and hacked him 
with their sabres. They then joined their hands 
and danced round his body almost swimming in 
blood, and trampled it under their feet. From 
eleven o'clock, till the next day he lingered in 
the agonies of death. A patrole of the national 
guard passed and witnessed his sufferings — 
" Very good,'* they exclaimed, " they have 
worked well at him ;" and marched on, without 
attempting to succour a dying fellow-citizen^ 
At seven in the morning, when he was removed 
from the street to the hospital, he was still alive, 
but immediately on his arrival he expired. This 
young man was the principal support of his 
widowed mother, and five or six brothers and 
sisters. 

Bigonnet was first wounded, and afterwards 
thrown into a well, where he was found dead 
the following day. The exact number sacrificed 
it is not possible to ascertain ; but Brugier, a 
dyer} Loudier, a mason; and Loriol, were among 
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the slain. The massacre would have been still 
more dreadful, had not many who were ap- 
pointed to death escaped under cover of the 
night, or by the most precipitate and hazardous 
flight. 

Baraton, the brother of Soulier, threw himself 
out of a very high window, into a garden. For- 
tunately he was not materially injured, but he 
could find no hiding place : at length he saw a 
dung heap, and covered himself with dung. 
One day and a half he lay in this dreadful 
situation, and though he preserved his life, he 
endured a long and dangerous illness. 

The new prefect, M. d'Arbaud Jouques, 
contented himself with issuing a plaintive pro- 
clamation. 

« On the 30th of July last, I held to you tlie 
language of reason , the laws, and truth. You ap- 
peared to listen with pleasure and confidence. 
However, j^e^A troubles afflict your country, and 
evje^ during the past night several assassinations, 
the criminal authors of which are shrouded in 
darkness, have spread consternation among the 
inhabitants, deceived the vigilance of your na- 
tional guard, and wrung the hearts of your ma- 
gistrates. Unknown agitators deceive the people. 
They take advantage of their love for their 
king, to inspire the credulous and passionate with 
anxiety for the safety of the monarch, and 
suspicions of his power and justice. Fear 
nothing. The King is in his capital. Buona- 
parte is carried off in an avenging vessel to an 
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isolated rock, 2000 leagues from the shores 
of Europe, and expiates, in the torments of an 
impotent rage, the crimes of his life, and the 
miseries of the world. The members of his 
family who took part in his sacrilegious enter- 
prise are detained in different fortresses. That 
infant, a vain phantom, is disowned by the Em- 
peror of Austria, and all the people of the Con- 
tinent. Royal justice strikes the great criminals* 
And you, guilty agitators of a people, whose 
passions you excite, tremble in your turn. 
Faithful subjects, wise and laborious citizens, 
have no fear, be calm, because you are power- 
ful ; because calmness is the sign of peace, the 
prerogative of justice. The king, order, peace ; 
such is the signal of public safety," &c. * 

* M. d'Arbaud Jouques joined M. Froment in 1790 at 
Barcelona, when the emigrants, supported by Spain, and di- 
rected by the Bourbon princes, were about to commence a 
civil war on the frontiers. Subsequently, he attached him- 
self to Napoleon with so much ardour, that he was appointed 
by the Emperor to an important preifecture; and, when 
Lord Wellington was advanding through ^e Pyrennees, 
M. Jouques published his (pinion of iuamaster in the following 
proclamation, dated Tarbes, 1814. 

" Inhabitants of the Hautes PyrennSeSy it is not only slavery 
tiiat perfidious England, the eternal enemy to the French 
name, and to the commerce and manufacture of Europe, 
designs for us ; she seeks to throw among us the brand of 
discord, and to produce the horrors of civil war. She knows 
the daily triumphs of the Emperor, the disasters and ruin of 
the allies in the north of the empire, -^ that the progress of 
her armies will be arrested, '— that numerous detachments 
will reinforce the brave army of an illustrious warrior (Soult). 
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' His former address concluded with these 
words : " The King^ — the Charter^ — France.'* 
Now the charter is proscribed and the protestants 
are butchered j and he deplores the fate of a 
people misled by an excessive love for their 
king. Certainly it was not thus, that disorders 
were to be allayed, and crimes arrested. The 
Official Journal gave no details, nor even notices, 
of the dreadful events that transpired. Procla- 
tnations. ordonnances, flattery, may be found in 
abundance ; but not the slightest allusion to the 
widows and orphans, to the murdered and the 
plundered. What could be more demonstrative 
of the spirit of the magistrates ? 

At this moment Nismes was full of soldiers, 
and, as if to defy public opinion, and insult the 
relatives of the immolated protestants, the fol- 



No sacrifice should be thought too great to support that 
army. Suffer not a single deserter within your walls, houses, 
or fields. The soldier who, in this moment, does not, when 
he raises his eyes, behold his eagle, is a traitor, an Eng- 
lishman. He who deserts is a conspirator, and merits death. 
The house which shelters him ought to be razed. I shall 
repeat this sentiment to the last moment of my life, which I 
hope to spend in the midst of you, nobly and gloriously 
combating the perfidious enemies of \he greatest of mO' 
narchs and the most glorious of countries. Courage. Union. 
Honour. Fidelity. Your Prefect, 

" D'Arbaud Jouques." 
To trace the career and compare the manifestoes of the 
prefect, is to appreciate both his loyalty and his calum- 
nies. 
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lowing pompous account was gtven in the joutnal 
i3i a' review which took place osi tiiei^efy day 
that their mutilated remaiis were exposed on 
the Cours Netifi 

<< On Sunday last, August 20th, the national 
guard of Nism^ passed in review before M. d! Ar* 
baud Jouques, prefect of the Grard, on the Cb«r^ 
Netify now called the Cours Roy ale. Twenty-four 
companies of iio^uitry, forming three battalions^ 
and a troop of cavalry, chiefly composed of vete>- 
rans, nearly all complete, presented the finest 
spectacle, and observed remarkable precision itt 
their manoeuvres,** 

The scenes of the 19th were only ike prelude 
to days and nights, at least as fruidul, kt 
cruelty and licentiousness* Some idea may be 
formed of the melancholy state, of affiiirs, &om 
the report of a commissary of police, whick 
avows '* that the Corps du Gc^dc saw sixtjr 
men, armed with sabres and fiisils^ and con^ 
ducting three carts loaded with com, pass at ^tst 
avenue of the road to St. Gilles, and enter the &«-* 
liourgs; that instead of avoiding tiie guards they 
approached c^rectly to it, and threatebed it» if it 
Hihould dare to oppose their progress.*^ B^ids of 
15()and300 men marched to the jdaces previously 
deseed for plunder and massacre^ Hiey wel^ 
all armed, and feeble parties of tnx^ m* national 
guards, collected at the instant, were theoniyfbree, 
of the four thousaM who had been review^ that 
were closed to them ; and these by the exep- 
tiops of individuals, and n<^ by tbe attentioa 



and |irecalitioiis of die authorities. Four^oiiMi 
pai)the3PlM*tte^ and that cf M.. QremieUt a Je«v 
CfD ibe Montpettier road, were pillaged^ At ten 
o'clock, the house of M. Moussier was attacked 
&r the purpose of taking £^way hi» life ) fertu* 
nately he escaped, but his premises were coin* 
pletely sadced^.and the effects carried off in 
carts. The report had circulated in^ the 
course of the d^y (Sunday) that there was to 
be a massacre in the faubourg at nighty and 
£igat, Bonijoli, and. many others, had taken 
flight : the wife of the latter had left her hom^ 
and, with her children, was gone to stay with 
imx mother. A detachment, dressed in the uni- 
£bn^ of the national guard, and furnished with 
tabres^ muskets, bayonets, and cartridge-bboDoi^ 
imtered the dwelling, of Louia Bigot : they found 
ihe wifQ of Bigot, who had been confined by panu 
^yiit several years; her sister, the widow Bosc; 
.her> daughter Suzanne, married to Jean Bonydlf, 
laiKd her . children.. The assassins demanded of 
Swrnine her'&dier, her husband, and her hi» 
thersy aw^uing, thait they.wi^e come to IdH 
:then;»i and. would cut them in pieces if they 
iknttiAlihiettt^ Their pursuit proving unsuccesh 
iiilf they compelled iSuzanne to accompany them 
to her own house ;: but there also,.th^ soii^H 
:in vain their pfey» arid the poor womiEtn began 
to cong£ati]iat9 herself on the liappy security 
oflH*^ faii^. Alas! on returning to her it. 
ther's house, she beheld it surrounded by ban- 
ditti; and the men who hadv accompanied her. 



having Joined thenv- they entered with- her th# 
apaiteti^nt -where .she,v had h&» iber pAii^yitic 
mother. , They attacked at once the niotheFaJSMi 
jthQ aunt ; the former they killed in an instwt^ 
by plunging a sabre into her breast.; and ^h^ 
latter they dragged into the yard and .threatened 
to shoot ; but as this was too merciful^ they mur- 
dered her in the most barbarous manner. The 
&te of Suzanne appeared inevitable j but sur- 
rounding heraelf with her children^ and ming^ 
ling her^ cries and tears with theirs, they wer^at 
length diverted from their horrid purpose, and 
though others were sacrificed, her hfe was spaced. 
Plunder was never forgotten, and carts, loaded 
with com and other , effects, were carried away 
fixim the threshing-floors, and the houses of 
Aurez, Bonijoli, Boissiere, Rouvdrol, Coum^l, 
Foyet, and Loche. In the course of the night 
some of the depredators were taken by a party 
q£ chasseurs in garrison at- Niiimes, and ; com- 
mitted' to the carp of the national gtuu'd, wfu^ 
set them all at liberty. On the approach of the 
xshasseurs, the wretches barricaded a house of 
which they bad possession, and prepared tO: fire 
on the regular troqra, by whose exertions alone 
it was that the whole fiteUy of Boissiere were 
saved from massacre. 

The administrative authorities bad recourse 
again to words instead of actions. Another 
proclamation appeared the next day, the Slst of 
August. 

** Inhabitants of Nismes ! The excesses 
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which oter vigilance had airresfed^ have htntA 
t^e^v^ during two days. St^Hfigers^ Whd vp^ 
pear to hfew b6fen joined by aj^ wOrthkii* 
pei^ns of the city^ have cofiunitted atrocitiM 
iri tlie most reiAote parts of the faubourgs. 

<« The Enemies of the king exert thems^lv^ 
in every way to trouble |)ublic tranquillity j 
they hope, from the midst of disorders and 
calamitiei^ to revive their criminal factiom 
Hus guilty hope sdiall be deceived j ymir na^ 
ttonal guard remain on foot ; they take a sol^ntt 
engagement to combat the i^tctiotts, and repress 
thfe disturbers of public order ; they sWeaih 
n^er to repose till they have fulfilled the hon^ 
ourable missioti with whk^ they are charged by 
the laws s^d the ms^istnites -^ war to rebell 
dttd criminals, whatever names they assume; 
devotion to the king ; obedience to the laWs ; 
such win Uways be their niotto.** * 

E^tliful to their prindptes, the fiBtiiers of 
this prodkihation endeavoured to txtenvtnibb 

* Hie bniiiiiials were not strangeirs, tieiiher were tbe^ 
few : atroeitlctt had been comniktied in thed^, m well '« in 
the faubotogg. Were Aese enemiei of the king, the pr^* 
testants ? But surely they would not kill, plunder, and ex- 
patriate themselves. Were those enemies the party (^ 
Buonaparte? Then, if the protestarfts Were Bnoniipartists, 
they Would not select protectants as victims, but respect 
them as their fiiends. The hct k, the king's real and only 
enmies were his pretended friends.— On the day preced- 
ing, twenty-foiir companies of these national guards haid 
been reviewed ; and what had been their 4^onduct durit^ {Ke 
pastmorith? 
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the crimes of <* the people/' and to throw all 
hhmie and all guilt on th^ pretended ene- 
imes of the king. <* War to rebels and crir 
nunaU i^' in this declaration the populace found, 
a pretext for the continuation oif their putrages, 
and ^nder its authority the protestants still re- 
mained exposed to the di^er and tibe torch. 
The procla^iation was stuck up in the usMal 
fJ^c^ by order of the prefect, and the same 
day was signalized by the usual scenes. Several 
houses were plundered in the faubourgs, and 
that of M. Affourt^t was not only robbed but 
burnt. On receiving the it^elligenc^ he set out , 
for St* Cezaire ; but, wlf^en about SOO h\mdre^ 
pftces ftpm his home^ he was shpt by the incen- 
diiiiies, #nd f;he li^^t object that he bej)^l^> was 
t^e p<)p4)igratiQn of his property. He was 
^Y99ty y^tars of age. 

D^othing checked or appef^ed the rsige of the 
persecutors, find in fact, they boldly declared 
<Awt oa the 24thj the anniversary of St Bar- 
thplomewy they intended to make a general 
nMlSsacre. 

The wenibers of tl^e reformed church were 
filled with terrqi^, aqd instead of takii]tg part in 
the eleption of deputies, to whom their interests 
and e^tence were to be entrustef}, they were oc- 
cupied in precautions for their immediate safety. 

It is impossible to describe the distress and 
despair that wrung the liearts of friends and 
^milies separating from each oth^r, in the cer- 
tMU expectation that they should fall by th^ 
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asskssins, arid never irieet again. A most re-^' 
speciCable inhabitant, whose conduct wias irre-' 
proachable, prepared to dismiss his family into th^ * 
Cevennes, determined to remain alone topit>^ 
tectj if possible, his property, or at least to 
offer himself as the substitute for those most ■ 
dear to him. An interesting daughter about 
eighteen years of age intreated to contintie. 
Her father remonstrated, and solicited her to 
leave him. She threw herself into his arms' 
and prayed, if he loved her, that she might 
be permitted to die by his side. For some-- 
time they" embraced each other,- bathed in* 
tears^ and the parent felt disposed to yield; 
but ^recollecting all the horrors and obsceni-' 
ties to which his daughter might be exposed^ 
he was ashamed of his mdmentary wesJcneiM^' 
and compelled her to hasten her departure.- 
By degrees he conducted her ddwn= the stairs, 
and to the threshold of the door ; but -when the 
last moment arrived^ the daughter hung on* 
her father's neck, and with difficulty could be 
disengaged j — even then she seized the-door-^ 
posts, and when they threatened to- detach her 
from these by force, she declared, she would 
throw herself on the paoS, and only by Violence 
be carried from her beloved parent. Nature 
could no longer resist ; bursting into tears, hep 
father reconducted her into the house. " As 
Providence wills, then, my child,*' said he, " we 
will live or die together." That Providence 
kindly watched over and mercifully pi:eserve€t 
them both. 



In these dreadful seasons of alarm many sudh 
scenes might have been witi^essed. 
. The emigration was. more, considerable tlf^n 
ever, and forgetting the measures hitherto tdkefa 
to prevent flight, and the menaces/whiph they 
had issued against fugitives, the authorities ap- 
peared anxious and pleased to facilitate their, 
dqiartaore. This change was not without mo- 
tive ; the effect of persepytion * was: obtained* 
The day for the assembling of the electoral col- 
lies had arrived, and it ^as important to dis- 
pose of. all the protestant electors before th& 
nomination. 

To. give some idea .of the manoeuvres that 
were practised, there is here transcribed literally 
an .extract from a rq^prt made by; a catholic 
€iecior,.a chevalier.of the order of St Louis. - * 

^ On the Slst there wiis a meeting at the 
house of Bohse, respecting the elections. We 
were about sixty. M. Jules de Calviere ordered- 
silence, and in a prepared speech proposed 
(for (the interest of jthe king) that we should 
engs^e by oath to carry, the' candidates who 
should . be , agreed upon, and cause this en« 
gagement to be adoptcjd by all the electors who 
should iMiive in the evening. M. d'Aramon^ 
president of the Electoral College, who was 
present, felt the incompatibility of this oath, with 
that which he was obliged to ,9wear ; and by 
which he engaged neither to favour nor suffer 
any coalition. , He accordingly withdrew, -pn^. a 
clear intimation, that he was aware of the views 
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ni the « w eiii My> Hi» dq»arture prcdoced some 
embarrassment and the Abb6 d^£grigny^ wJba 
had supparted ^ first pr<^>06itioo, fearing that 
he had gone too f$$^ evinced ccmiidenble 
obagrhk Mr Jides de Gahri^, boirestrevt thought 
of an expedient to acre^i the etectom fsom the 
aeeufiatioQ of forcing sufi&'ages^ and reminded 
us that excess of zeal fer the royal inteiests 
eoidd not be blamed : about two-dikds took the 
oath. 
^ An elector put an unfc^unate question :*«^ 

* But if by chance a protestmt should obtain 
the greatest number of votes at the firrt luySott 
must we carry him Bi the other periods?^ 
This ing^mousness agitated the iatr^uers ; and 
M. Jtdes de Calvidre wwi obliged to rqily :-n 

* Geo^emetif i£ contrary to our expectations^ 
the enemies of the king should obtain a rela* 
tive majority at the scrutiny^ it is understood^ 
tibat in this case we must deot the person im* 
mediately following in die order of suffi'ages.^ ** 

Hie influence cf such a consfdracy may be 
easily imagine^ 'even by thote who do nok un* 
defstimd thi^ complicated and snbfiervient mode 
of Frrach elections. Sixty members^ in one 
m^mdisseihenti acting in sueh a spiriti could not 
but c^arry a majority in a body of 149» princi* 
|9ally Mtuated by thd tetee views. Itie small 
number of protestants y^o atteticfed, wem kept 
under by the fear of an assembly interested in 
holding them up as enemies of the king ; the 
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jM^Hilaee W^e alto ready, and only waited for ft 
piNitext to sacrifice them to their Airy. 

The deputies elected were M. M. Jules de 
Cahddre, provisoiy prefect ; Count R6n6 de 
Bemis, extraordinary commissioner of the duke 
<PAi^uI6me ; Count de Vc^e, commander of 
the royal army at Uz^s ; and M. Trinquelag^e^ 
advocate-general to tiie cour royale.^ Everjr 
tiling succeeded to the wishes of the perseeii*^ 
t<xrs ; no protestants were called to the chand>cr 
of deputies ; they even submitted to the dection 
of their greatest enemies. ^* The choice of such 
deputies/^ says the Official Journal, '* ensurei 
the dignity of our representation j it only re- 
mains to wii^ that aU the other departments 
may be as happy/^ An address to the king 
from ihe Hectond College was proposed by 
the inveterate M. Trinquelague. A protectant, 
M. Saumane, ventured to observe, that it con- 
tuned no allusion to the constitution^ principles 
and the^religkms rights^ which alone could affi>rd 
&e reformed some security : his observaticm was 
treated with ridKcule, and he found it prudent to 
retire. T%e iaddresswas approved and adopted; 

The result of this election establishes the true 
nature of the persecution, and explains the mo- 

V 

, * Xbe hiitory of M. Trinquelague has been given in pag^ 
110* l^e xugne 8ignifies> in the idiom of the country, Trin- 
que reau(^ink water), and there is a tradidonal saying among 
die protestants, ^^ Dieu mms garde dufiu^de teaky eisuriBui 
ie Trinque tieatu'* God preserve us from iire and watefi amJl 
especially from Drink Water. 
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tivea of so many murders.* The numbers and 
the property of the protestants give them a juft 
weight in ^he .body of electors, and, under agist- 
ing circumstances, : it was especially equitable 
that they should have at least one r^resentative 
hi the senate, to vindicate their chmracter, . de- 
scribe their sufferings, and protect their rights. 
The object of their persecutors was to destroy 
their constitutional influence in die department ; 
to attain this object, it was necessary to mis- 
represent their ccmduct and conceal their situ- 
atioB : and to* maintain this system of ci^umny 
and secrecy, it was essential to exclude them 
fnm the chamber. To effect such exclusion by 
opinion or the laws was impossible, it must there«^ 
Ifore be accomplished by force and terror. Ac- 
cordingly '* the people'* used the sword for, the 
deputies, and the deputies in their .turn held the 
riiield over « the people.'* 

In the mean time, it is scarcely credible with 
what calmness and satisfaction the magistrates, 
r^^ded the melancholy situation of the depart'- 
ment* In every thing they were powerful, excep t 
in protecting the persecuted, and. puniahing 
their persecutors : their police was vigilant and 
precise ; their military force was regular in its 
discipline and duties ; and, except when pro- 
testants were to be butchered, they were jealous, 
even to delicacy, of the slightest noise, or the 

*■ It has been since declared at tribuene of the chamber 
of deputies, and attested by catholic magistrates, <^ that on 
the eve of the election sis^een^ prptestapts were murdered 
and carried to the voirie in open day." 



klast alajhtil. An arri^ Was published on the 
9fd, the dHjr of thi^ election of deputies, vdtttiirB 
to the order to he dbfserved on the 35tb of 
August^ the fSte of St. -Louis: the following 
artides reqiAre no comment :-~ • 

" Art. 2. On Friday the 25th inst. beii^ 
the :fiSte of St. Louis, all the streets shaE be 
8#dpt and watered before eight o'clock, and the 
dirt- removed before nine o'clock in the. mom^ 
ing. 

• « Art* 4. • It is expresidy forbidden to let off 
fire-arms, crackers or serpents, in any part of 
the city ' or^ suburbs. •' Happiness does. not ^ex- 
press itself Un ^such a manner, and the^ kaU 
atciokntj m the least alarm caused to SL.si^le 
individual, > would involve^ the .magistrate in a 
pdiniul responsibilily. Whoever shall violate 
tlkiseoriSLefBshaUbemmediately arrested^ brought 
before the competent tribunals, and punished 
according .to the rigour of the laws. 

*• Art. 5. Numerous patroles shall, preserve. 
tM'der' by day, and by .night. Tlie commander 
jof the forces of the department will be requested 
to give . the necessary, orders." 

Before the period fixed . for the execution pf 
^his important arr^t^f ihe.city.aad. the .depart- 
ment were destined to. experience fresh and 
• agg^vated; calamities. 

A treaty between the French court and the 
allied, sovereigns prohibited the advance of the 
foreign, troops beyond the line of. territory al- 
,ready occupied ; and that line was. traced, by 
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tbe Qourse of tbe hoir^ wd by the 
WkKvr the Ard^he^ In vioUoioQ of ijm Ue^p 
isd without any reasonable inQ^v^;4000 A^vh 
tiiaa^t under Count Stahremberg, enteredNJiwm 
on the S4tb of Auguai, the anniveii^afy idi SjU 
fiartholomew. At the same time, French troops, 
bearing the feudal title of Royal ChK^eni^ 
ef die Marquis V6z6nobfe, ^owed by ib^ 
royal bands of TrestaiUons, and Qnal^ireliiU^^Mf 
under pretence of marching to Alais, to n\idke 
mom for the Austriaaa^ caxded disorder imd 
alann into the communes on timt route* 
• The fair of Akis is usually held on the S^th^ 
aod the protestants had been threatmed with 
» ^j^ieral massacre, should they presume to 
attend* llMiunCTpecstadappinai^4>ftfaem«Md 
jferce which bad committed or suffisfied so many 
crimes at Nismes and Uz^, seemed v^ vacify 
these threats. Men, women^ fmd cyMrw> eXf- 
pecting to be murdeced, abaiidoiiedtfa^ hoi»es» 
and removed their eflfe^ The peasants, beaded 
by several mayors, assembled on the he^bte t^ 
protect their wives and liEunilies^ and determined 
to sell, at a dear piioe^ their li?es and pr^ocaty. 
At tilts moment, M. Bender, tiMr late mayor, a 
protiestant, highly esteaoied of his bretlnren, was 
assasiunated in the streets «f JNers. The i^et 
was distant from the place uriiepe the peasimts 
were stationed, and the firearm frK)m which he 
* received his death, was placed so near his breast, 
that his clothes w^% burnt, and a wound inflicted 
4^ree inches in diameter \ but to omiplet^ the 



THREB PROTECTANTS %UOT. €69 

crime, and secore the end of the treachery, the 
nrnitder was officially charged <m the fnel)ds 
and eoinpltnions of the deceased. M« Oeunhon^ 
deputy mayor, a virtuous and respectable citi^en^ 
and two other mnocent pro<]estants, welre seized 
and taken to Nistnes. When they arrived, the 
prefect was cdebrating the &te of St. L6ui% 
(which, by an unfortunate arrangement of tlie 
catholic calendar^ follows the day of St Bar^ 
tholomew,) at a splendid dinner given to the 
Ajostrianis ; and dispensing with all investigation, 
and it appears, even witl^Mit quitting the table^ 
M. d'Arbaud Jouques placed at the di£|>osal c£ 
Count Stahremberg the fate and the lives of thig 
nnfoituiiate prisoners* Tlie Austrian^ m&tu 
enced of course by the representations and the 
authority of the local governments, ordered 
them: ia be instantly shot The orda* was 
execuiea. Not even the form c£ a militaiy 
trial was observed, but in a time of peace, and 
under a treaty of alliance, i^ree French citizens 
wete sacrificed to an inhuman and unlimited 
vengeance. 

Nothihg was now heard but denunciatioiis of 
fusillading^ burning, razing, and anhihilaiiqg^ ; 
and while the catholics were feasting and nuur.. 
defUig At JNismes, tne naines wmcti 'oonsumcKl ttt^ 
coim^-heiiises of protestaiits, aind which Were 
seen rising more than 100 feet in the air, gave a 
general splendour to the pious festival. To sig4. 
nalize mwe perfectly this glorious day, the pte^ 
feet prepared and issued the following temUe 
decree. 
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" Nismes, August 25, 1815*: 
p^^ For as much as reportii daily xeach usficoa 
the different agents of government % that as^ 
wnblages, illegally anned, in the eastern, north* 
am, and western parts of the departments, 
endanger the public tranquillity, and the 
safety of persons and property ; that the chief 
places t of these agitations are the communes of 
Calvisson, Aiguevives, Vauvers, and Le Cailar, 
in the arrondissement of Nismes ; Anduze, and 
all the communes of that canton ; St Jean du 
Gard, and all the communes of that canton, and 
V^is^obre, in the arrondisement of Alais ; Ar* 
paillarguesi ' in the^ arrondisseaient : of Uzds; 
St Hyppolyte» Laune, Valleraugue, Quissac, La 
SaU^ and all the communes of its canton, in 
the arrondissement of Le Vigan : that the 
magistrates are every where insulted in the 
exercise of their functions, and their orders dis-> 
regarded; the proscribed odours of revolt 
exhibited, and seditious cries uttered, recalling 
the; most odious usurpation t : considering that 

* These reports were iiiBde> if made at ally by the sworn 
miemies of the protestants. 

f All these communes were selected for proscription, 
mify because the immense majdritj of the population ispro- 
^eatanU Hie gredteer part of tlwm are tweWe ^r fifteen 
leagues from each other, aod in opposite directions -from 
lysines. 

:( It is impossible to name a single magistrate who had 
been insulted. No sign of revolt, no colour had been ex^ 
bibited, and if any person in a state of intoxioalion had 
uttered seditious crito, the local authority was sufiiciently 
strong to punish him for his folly. 
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thi royal troops were yest^rcUy attacked in open, 
day, at Ner3:*, an officer wounded^ and a magis- 
trate killed by the rebels t: after having de- 
liberated with the connnanders of the royal 
troops, and Count Stahremberg, general of the 
allied Austrian troops, stationed in this depart^ 
mieriit tf the prefect has decreed : -^ 

" Art. 1. The French and Austrian troops 
shall be quartered in the different parts and 
communes above cited. 

** Art. 2. Every mayor shall order strangers 
residing utider his^ jurisdiction, and not furnished 
with a competent pas^rt, to quit immediatdiy 
the commune, and to repair to his native place^ 
or ordinary residence. § 

" Art. 3. Every individual disobeying this 
oidter, shall be arrested, and> brought before the 

. * AU tkepeaflants at Ners had the white cockade, they 
were about 1200, and had they attacked the detachment of 
royal troops, they must have destroyed them. 

f M.Perrier was not a magistrate ; he had been dismissed 
from this ofifice since the 27th of July. Neither was he 
■idbed by the protest^ts, but assassinated by . 

j: What knowledge could such a council possess ? The 
preftct had arrived within five days ; the foreign general the 
n^;lit • before. The conomanders of the royal tro<^ were 
either interested in perpetuating the |[system of exactioa 
/and oppressioiiy or inspired by fttiatical' zeal : such was the 
council that proscribed 60,000 individuals* 

§ Thus an unfortunate protestant who had escaped deadi 
by taking refuge in the hospitality and afiection of his friends, 
w«a pursued, driven from his^ retreat, and forced ta return 
to the' assassins, who waited 'to add him to the number ^f 
their victims. 
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(Mtn^issuy general c^ police at Nismes ; and if 
a military man, before the military autkorities* 

^ Art. 4. The national guard shall be re-or« 
ganised according to the order of the king of 
July 16, 1814, and the circular of the prefect of 
the 10th of November 1814. * 

** Art. 5. All the arms in the possession of the 
ii^bitants of the said communes shall be de- 
livered to the military, and deposited in the 
hotel of the sub-prefecture, until the legal re^ 
organisation of the national guard. 

^< Art. 6. Every inhabitant, in whose house shall 
be found fire-arms, without any express permis^ 
skm^ or shidl be found firom home widi suck 
arms, shall be immediately arrested as evil in* 
tenticmed. t 

<< Art. 7* Every armed assemblage, not bekmgv 
ing to a corps of the line, or to the national 
guard legdly organised, eoUeeted without a 
written order from its legitimate chiefs, shaH be 
commanded to disperse, and in case of refusal, 
diall be cBssolved by military force, t 

'< Art. 8. Every individual who carried tile 

* Hie ezisdng orgamiatHm was etiietfy legal. The^re- 
tirganisaddB excluded almost all the protestants, dse ridieat 
ItecBboldeirs. 

f The protestants could not have fire-antts widiout an 
order ; orders were only to be ghren to the natiimal guaiidt» 
and istineteen out of tw^oity of Ihem were catholics. 

X This article could not afiect the disarmed protestantg: 
the catholics were aft lS[>erty to assemble to attadc the ten- 
pies, wound the geAerab of the king, or comnit what crimos 
they pleased. 
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signs of rebellion, or utters seditious cries, shal^ 
be arrested as a rebel, and every commune that 
displays such a sign, shall be subjected to mili- 
tary law, and the movers are given up to the 
authorities. 

" Art. 9. This decree shall be executed by 
the civil and military authorities ; and the ge- 
neral commanding the department is requested 
to invite the general of the troops of his 
majesty the Emperor of Austria, to unite with 
the French troops, for the re-establishment of 
tranquilUty."* 

From this decree, it were not possible to 
imagine, that for many weeks, colours distinct 
from those of Louis XVIII. had been worn by 
thousands of armed catholics ; that the first 
magistrates, and even the prefect himself, had 
been publicly insulted in the name of the king^ 
and that the protestants had been slaughtered 
and despoiled, without resistance, and without 
protection. By its effect on the people, it ap- 
peared intended to justify past, and to prepare for 
future aggressions. On the ^th, in open day, 
and in sight of the national guard, many houses 
in Nismes, and especially in the Cours Neuf, 

* This revolutionary decree, besides its direct injustice 
andoj^ression, served as a pretext for indefinite persecution. 
Many thousands of domiciliary visits were made, under pre- 
tence of searching for arms ; the most private parts of the 
houses were pro&ned; the sick were compelled to leave 
thdr beds ; troops were lodged at discretion; and the pro* 
testants dare not complain. 

T 
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were attacked. The residences of Paul Perieti 
and Jean Maroger» silk weavers, were broken 
open, and looms, furniture, silk, and evenprovi- 
'sioni^ taken or destroyed. Perier's loss alone 
amounted to 14,000 francs. Those of M. M. Ser- 
yiiere, Fajon^ Mourgue, Aurivel, Rampen, were 
treated with similar violence. Peaceable inha* 
bitants were dragged to prison, only because they 
were protestants, and then detained, as a 
measure of safety. 

The reported approach of 30,000 Spaniards 
occasioned a temporary diversion of. the armed 
catholic bands, and detachments were ordered 
to march on Narbonne, in the South. Unable 
therefore to carry dismay and death into the 
mrondissemens of Uz^s and Alais, they marked 
their course in an of^osite jdirection,^by disorder 
and licentiousness. At Milhaud,: Uchaux, S(»n« 
mieres, and even ' Montpellier, they extorted 
contributions, pilkged houses, . and pursued 
fugitive protestants, who* had , escaped; from 
Kismies. 

< Their conduct at Montpellier is thus described 
in the ord^r of the day^ •* Troops, jitr^gers io 
this d^artmeiit,' have troubled our tranquillity^ 
and have seemed even to wish to make us share 
the calamities by which .the \ neighbouring: de- 
partment is afflicted.*' From this -d^tyi they 
refused to advance, and measuring back theii: 
st^ps in tlie same state of insubordination, they 
arrived at Nismes loaded with booty^ and were 
neither degraded nor reprovedi 
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With the worst intentions on the part of their 
employers, the Austrians were confined to the 
protestant communes, where they completely 
disarmed the population, without the slightest 
opposition. Indeed the foreigners were soon 
undeceived. They entered their quarters, ex- 
pecting to meet the most perfidious and brutal 
enemies in armed rebelUon against the king and 
the local government; they experienced kind 
and respectful treatment ; and though they were 
charged with a most vexatious and oppressive 
duty, they performed it in general with loyalty 
and moderation. 

In various cantons, they found the inhabitants 
even ignorant of the alleged causes of their 
arrival, and occupied in celebrating the fete of 
the king. After the reports made to them by 
the authorities at Nismes, they could not refrain 
from expressing their astonishment, but declared 
" thsit they had found a population suffering 
great misfortunes, but no rebels ; and that com^ 
passion was the only feeling with which they 
were inspired.** The commander was so con- 
vinced of the good disposition of the people of 
the Cevennes, that he visited those districts 
ivithout an escort, desiring, he said, to travel 
in that part of the country, as he would travel 
i!i his own. Such confidence was a pubUc re- 
proach on the departmental authority; and a 
sentence of condemnation on all its proceedings. 

Mild and moderate as was the conduct of the 
troops, their maintenance, their rigorous dis- 
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cipline, and the object of their residence, ren- 
dered their presence a real punishment ; while 
the catholic villages, which deluged the depart^ 
ment with robbers and assassins, had no disarm- 
ing to undergo, no armed force to maintain, no 
mUitary contributions to provide. 

Agents, with the title of Royal Commissioners, 
whose political and religious fanaticism merited 
the patronage of the authorities, were sent into 
all the cantons garrisoned by the Austrians. 
The conduct of these delegates answered to 
their character ; in general they were so many 
petty tyrants, the. slaves of their own passions, 
and the tools of others. One of them however, 
declared, ** that obliged to speak and to act, he 
had both acted and spoken contrary to his con- 
science, and that he should always reproach 
himself with having been instrumental in a per- ' 
secution really religious." 

The protestants of Uzes were constantly ex- 
posed to the mercy of a populace thirsting for 
blood, and eager for pillage. Emigration im- 
poverished the city, and ruined individuals ; but 
the persecutors were satisfied; they beheld 
fugitive citizens, and unprotected spoils. 

Alais trembled every instant, with the most 
fearful anticipations. In many communes the 
pastors, whose fidelity had never wavered, and 
whose conduct was irreproachable, fled before 
the poignard : public worship was generally 
suspended, and the profaners of the temples 
were proclaimed the defenders of tiie attar and 
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the throne. The evil spread through Lower 
Languedoc. The temples of Pignan in the 
department of I'Herault, and St. Aflfrique in 
P Avignon, were consumed, and the worshippers 
were without the comfort of religious ordinances, 
or the prospect of their renewal. 

The sufferers were deprived of all the ordinary 
means of consolation ; communication was 
stopped ; the secrecy of letters was violated, and 
only those were circulated which referred to 
private afiairs, and had no relation to the situa- 
tion of Nismes, and the department of the Gard. 
It was only by indirect and mysterious corres- 
pondence, that the events were known to the 
protestants of the capital. Letters from the Gard 
bore the post mark of places very distant, aad 
arrived without signatures and enveloped in 
allegorical allusions. 

In this horrible state of things, a respectable 
individual at Paris determined to prepare and 
publish a memorial on the miseries of his breth- 
ren. To avoid the censor, and to be able to state 
the truth, it was necessary to print the work in 
secrecy ; it was then sent to all the ministers of 
the king, and afterwards distributed in the ca- 
pital. The author, supposing the persecuted in 
the presence of the king, thus addresses him in 
the conclusion of his memoir. " Yes, Sire, such 
is the excess of calamity to which we are ex- 
posed ; but think not that we are totally incapa- 
ble of repelling the outrages of our adversaries, 
were we not restrained by respect for your ma-. 
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jesty. But it is our misfortune that these wretches 
are denominated royalists. And what name would 
be applied to us were we to take arms against 
them ? Would they not be considered the dear, 
but misguided children and supporters of the 
holiest of causes, and should not we be branded as 
rebels ? Those men. Sire, who are described as 
your enemies, perish without a struggle, that they 
may not appear to disobey your authority. Pro- 
testant princes surround them and they have not 
preferred a complaint, nor solicited their medi- 
ation. Are such men rebels? But, Sire, pa- 
tience may be exhausted, and it may be difficult 
to restrain by reason the vengeance of a people 
too cruelly persecuted. Anticipate, Sire, this 
dire alternative, re-organize the national guard, 
dissolve the bands assembled in defiance of your 
authority ; and remove from their administrative' 
functions those who have caused or suffered our 
blood to flow. 

" But if reserved for continued persecution, at 
least let our fate be distinctly announced. .Mi« 
nisters of Louis XVIII., would you be more in. 
exorable than those of Louis XIV., against whom 
Europe uttered the cry of execration ? If so, sa- 
tisfy the hatred of our enemies, but give us time 
to assemble our dispersed families, to dispose of 
die property we have acquired in enriching the 
country still so dear to our hearts. We will seek 
again a refoge on foreign shores ; we will once 
more implore the compassion of those hospitably 
nations, in which our forefathers found ap 
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asylum, M^here their names are still held in ho^ 
^our and their memories are revered* We are a 
h^dy and laborious race^ and we shall not re- 
turn to burden you with our indigence ; thia 
new emigration will cost you neither treasure 
nor blood, and our ungrateful country, against 
which we shall never raise our arms, will still 
have our vows for her peace and her prosperity.'* 

Another protestant of distinction prepared f^ 
private memorial to his majesty, " Confidence jbn 
the wisdom and justice of the king,'* he says 
" still subsists in the hearts of those protestants 
who haye suffered the most. They appeal from 
their misfortunes to his equity and sensibility ; 
for themselves alone they ask neither favour no? 
pardon. If, however, to have applauded the 
limits within which the king has himself cir. 
*cumscribed his authority, be a crime j if it be a 
crime to desire the maintenance of the charter, 
and the representative government which it insti-* 
tutes and preserves, the protestants acknow*- 
ledge themselves to be guilty, and admit that 
they are justly persecuted by their enemies, who 
display an invincible horror for every tolerant 
institution. 

" But if the protestants are authorised to pro^ 
fess the principles which the king has proclaimed, 
why should they be tormented, decimated* 
treated as wild beasts? Why should they not re- 
turn to their homes, and at least resume their 
labours, amid the ruins of their dilapidated 
sbop% ? Why should they not be permitted the 
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exercise of their religious worship, more neces- 
sary to their comfort than ever, but suspended 
by the dispersion of both the pastors and the 
flocks ?*' 

While the protestants were thus suffering in 
despair, or endeavouring to place at the foot of 
the throne their just and bitter complaints ; the 
catholics, the constituted authorities, and their 
friends " the people,** were not only free from 
all anxiety, but surrounded with splendid pros- 
perity, and distinguished by their festi\dties and 
mirth. " On the 5th of September, a magni- 
ficent f^te was given by the national guards and 
the troops of the line, to the generals and offi- 
cers of the Austrian forces. A bull fight and 
athletic games were exhibited in the vast amphi- 
theatre, the monument of the population and the 
glory of the ancient city. Tables were spread 
for three hundred persons, and among the toasts, 
was one proposed by the colonel of the national 
guard, which declared that the national guard 
of Nismes swore to sacrifice itself for the main- 
tenance of order in the department/* The value 
of this festive oath, may be ascertained by the 
contrast of facts. 

Proclamations were not more scarce than oaths, 
nor more productive of security and repose. 

In the beginning of September the proclam- 
ation of the king, dated the 1st of the same month, 
appeared at Nismes ; but if his majesty had been 
correctly and fully kiformed of all that had taken 
place, surely he would not have contented him- 



PROCLAMATION* S8l 

self with announcing his severe displeasure, to a 
misled people^ who took justice into their own handSf 
and avenged the crimes committed against royalty ; 
he would rather have declared his determination 
to protect the persecuted protestants, and to 
maintain the freedom of religious profession. 
Alas ! the proclamation was dictated as though 
there had not been a protestant in the depart- 
ment ; it assumed and affirmed throughout, the 
guilt of the sufferers j and while it deplored the 
atrocious outrages endured by the followers of 
the Duke d'Angouleme, (outrages which never 
existed,) the plunder and massacre of the re- 
formed was not even noticed. The severity of 
such a document was therefore neutralized by 
its injustice.* 

* Proclamation of the King. 

Louis, by the grace of Grod, king of France and Navarre, 
to all whom it may concern, health : 

We have learned with profomid sorrow, that in the south- 
em departments, some of our subjects have rendered them- 
selves guilty of the most criminal excesses ; that under colour 
of making themselves ministers of public vengeance, French- 
men yielding to sentiments of private vengeance, have shed 
French blood even since our authority has been universally 
established and acknowledged. Certainly great crimes and 
infamous treasons have taken place, and have plunged France 
into an abyss of misery. Atrocious persecutions have been ex* 
ercised against those of our Jaithfid subjects f who JbUotving 
the banner of our beloved nephetOy with him courageously at- 
tempted to save France. But the punishment of these crimes 
must be national, solemn, and regular ; the guilty must fall 
by the sword of the law, and not by the hand of private ven- 
geance* Justice would be o£fended, and the social compact 
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Another address was issued by the prefect on 
the 7th of September, of which it will be suffi- 



destroyedy if any became at once the judges and execution- 
ers for offences received, and even for crimes committed 
against our person. 

Our intentions and orders have sufficiently declared, that 
yengeance should be taken on the authors of the evils, and 
that the indulgence granted to weakness and error, should 
not extend to the guilty, whose public and well known cri- 
minality may be proceeded against, without alarming the 
multitude who have submitted, no doubt involuntarily, to the 
weight of circumstances. We hope, that this odious attempt 
to arrest the exercise of our authority and of the laws, has 
already ceased ; it would be a crime committed against us, 
and against France ; and, however painful, nothing will be 
spared to punish such crimes. In this case, our worthy 
nephew, whose name is identified from hencefcurth, with the 
sentiments of love and devotedness, manifested by our pro- 
vinces of the 9ou^h, (which have preserved and do preserve 
them from the evils of invasion,) would be our ag^nt to save 
those provinces from civil discoi:d> and to repress and punish 
those who should make a criminal use of his name or of ours. 
But certainly the noble bond established betnoeen him and the 
inhabitants of the souths wiU not be dissolved by the errors of 
a Jew men^ thirsting Jbr vengeance and disorder. It is with 
;this hope, that we have recommended, by precise orders to 
our ministers and magistrates, to cause the laws to be strictly 
respected, and to betray neither indulgence nor iveakness in 
the pursuit of those who have violated them, or who should 
violate them in future ; well assured that our voice shall not 
be heard in vain, in a country, where we have received so 
many proofs of fidelity and affection. 

Given at Paris, 1st September, J815, the 21st year of our 
reign. 

(Signed) Louis. 

Les GardejB des Sceaux, 

(Signed) Pasquier. 



prefect's address. ^S3 

cient to cite the introductory phrases. " An in- 
dignation, too natural, too universal, too thought-^ 
less not to be excusable, burst forth against those 
whom public opinion designated as the most vio- 
lent enemies of the best of kings and the hap- 
piness of his people. Some places of public re* 
sort where they held their fatal consultOftions, a 
few private houses were attacked by you and 
destroyed, but though this vengeance was illegal, 
it was not disgraced by pillage ; popular indig- 
nation was not degraded by a spirit of plunder. 
Well, inhabitants, what have been the conse- 
quences of this simple error ? Since then, bands, 
unknown to authority, have dared to commit 
thefts and extortions, which certainly shall not 
go unpunished, &c.'' 

Is it thus that a magistrate chaxacterizes the 
crimes which have destroyed scores of houses, 
ruined hundreds of families, shed the blood of age 
and infancy, murdered helpless females and their 
unborn offspring ? Is it thus that he describes the 
diabolical fury which has driven thousands into 
exile, forced many pious pastors to abandon their 
flocksin orderto save their lives, made desolate the 
sanctuary, and even recompensed the bounty of 
a kind Providence by conflagration and ruin ? 
Trifling error ! Indignation too natural not to be 
ejccusable / ■*— It is unnecessary to oppose to this 
apology the detail of facts, or to this declama- 
tion the first proclamation of the same writer, 
which pronounced the troubles to be rather reli-^ 
gious than poUticaL What professions can such a 
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man make which will be believed ? What pro- 
mises that will encourage? What threatening^ 
that will deter ? 

Count Vogue, inspector-general of the de^ 
partment, published also his proclamation, to de- 
clare that " the true authors of these criminal ac- 
tions, would certainly be found to belong to that 
revolutionary horde, which called itself persecu- 
ted, because it could no longer persecute :" that is, 
in other words, " the protestants were a revolu- 
tionary horde, and murdered their own relatives." 

The prefect again, in his order of the 14th, 
for the re-organization of the national guard, 
pursued the same system of misrepresentation 
and extenuation ; and it is not surprising that, 
amidst the abundance of these documents, the 
disorders were unabated. On the 2d of Sep- 
tember the house of M. St. Jean, and two others, 
which had hitherto been spared, were completely 
ravaged ; and, on the 4th, that of M. l^combe, 
in the Enclos du Rey, was equally devastated. 
Two protestant young women were whipped on 
the 7th9 and one of them died of the shameful 
treatment she received. The very day of the 
last-mentioned proclamation, the catholics took 
all that suited them in the residence of Ma- 
demoiselle Joudan ; broke the large furniture 
in pieces, and publicly burnt it in the place 
St. Charles. 

An honest mason, .who, like many other arti- 
sans, had fled for his life, left his fiimiture and 
effects in his apartments, in the place Bachelas. 
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The landlord, as the day of St. Michel ap- 
proached, wished to let the apartments to fresh 
tenants, and sent to Finiel, the father-in-law of 
the absentee, to remove the goods. Finiel hired 
a cart and porters, and, to avoid any inter- 
ruption, solicited some guards from a neighbour- 
ing post. Thinking every thing secure, they 
began the removal, and the cart was filled with- 
out opposition ; but when it was ready to move, 
the crowd, which had gradually collected, over- 
threw and broke every thing, made a bonfire of 
the wrecks, and danced round it till the ashes were 
extinguished. The guards who were required 
to protect the property, saw it consumed with- 
out offering the slightest impediment, and then 
compelled the unfortunate Finiel, by the most 
brutal threats, to pay them for their time and 
trouble. His wife and daughter, who could 
not suppress their tears at the sight of the con- 
flagration, were in danger of receiving the 
battoiTj and were assaulted in their flight by 
showers of stones. They were so much ter- 
rified that they abandoned Nismes, and retired 
to Clarengac. 

In the night of the 17th and 18th, a band, in 
the uniform of the national guard, broke into 
the house of M. Boissier, a protestant, emi- 
nent for his exemplary piety, pretending that he 
had given an asylum to the enemies of the king. 
He was so fortunate as to escape death ; but 
they wreaked their vengeance by destroying, 
every thing they could not carry away* Several 
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otlier protestants, the same night, had their 
domiciles violated. 

The next days (the 18th and 19th) three 
houses in the Enclos du Rey were sacked, and 
M. Barijoles, who had sold in the course of the 
day a large quantity of silk, and received the 
amount, was robbed of both the silk and the 
money, and all the valuables in the house : it 
was with the utmost difficulty that he saved his 
life. 

Trestaillons entered the residence of Sieur 
Bousset, who had with him a man named 
Laquillat. The chief of the assassins drew a 
pistol ; Laquillat turned aside the muzzle, and 
avoided the discharge, and then sprang on the 
assailant, to prevent him from firing- again ; but 
the brigand had his accomplices and protectors 
at hand, and they dragged the innocent indi- 
vidual to prison as a criminal, for protecting his 
own life against the designs of a murderer. He 
was still in the dungeon in the end of November. 
On the 2Sd, a lady and her two daughters, 
cheapening some peaches in the market, received 
a very impertinent answer from a finiit-wo- 
man, arid accordingly withdrew. A cry was im- 
mediately raised, "She is a Buonapartist ; she 
says Buonaparte will return.** The fruit-women 
became furious, and the police took the lady and 
her daughters to prison, amidst acclamations of 
•' Vive le roi** — The persecutors proceeded to 
teat the infants from their mothers, that they 
might be baptized in the catholic church. Tliey 
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endeavoured to terrify the^vrbmdny4)y dedarilig^^ 
that if their children lived unbaptized catholicfilj 
they would he cursed, and if they died, they 
would be buried like heretic dogs. I know ' a 
female whose infant was removed from her by 
the fanatics, that it might be taken to thi^ 
priest, when she was too weak to resist th^ir 
violence. ' 

As the disorders kept pace with the procteittv 
ations, so the force of the catholic faction 
continued also to increase. Besides its nume- 
rous and select national guard, Nismes con- 
tained a regiment of cavalry, newly raised^ 
and four battalions of infantry, two of the 
regiments of the Gard, and two of the regiments 
of the Herault. The catholic populace, not- 
withstanding the decrees of the magistrates, 
were allowed to retain the arms they had ille- 
gally seized; and the protestants were dis- 
armed throughout the departments. The mem- 
bers of the reformed communion wished at this 
period to present another memorial to the 
government, descriptive of all the evils with 
which they were afflicted, and the termination 
of which had been vainly promised. Even this 
was not practicable : the president of the con- 
sistory wrote, on the 26th of September, as fol- 
lows : " I have only been able to assemble 
two or three members of the consistory pastors 
or elders. It is impossible to draw up a me- 
moir, as it is impossible to collect the facts ; so 
great is the terror, that every one is afraid to 
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speak of his own sufferings, or to mention those 
he has been compelled to witness/' 

Such, in the end of September, was the de- 
plorable condition of Nismes, where the royal 
government had been peaceably established 
more than ten weeks. It may now be proper 
to leave the city, and to take a general survey 
of the events which occurred in the different 
arrondissemens of the department. 
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